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After reading many scholarly commentaries on different books of 
Scripture, it became my mental habit to sift through the minute 
discussions of individual words and/or phrases, and the quoting of 
various scholars of the past of many differing opinions, and center 
on the most logical and inspirational truths that remained. Thus I 
relied on the studied scholarship of those who had learned the 
original languages and had read all the previous scholars that had 
written to get the best possible understanding of Scripture that I, 
as a non-scholar, could. It seemed that most church members would not 
attempt to read scholarly works - but would benefit from their 
knowledge if presented in a plain and straightforward manner, the 
truths they had perceived. The following commentary is my attempt to 
do this. May God bless my efforts to the extent that they increase 
the understanding and faith of the reader. 



T.O.D. Johnston 
2005 
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I Corinthians - Lesson I 

Introduction . 

The city of Corinth was one of the most famous and prosperous 
cities of Greece. It was the capital of the Peloponnesus, connected 
to the mainland by a neck of land, or isthmus. It had a port on the 
western side called Lecheum, and on the east, Cenchrea. These opened 
upon the Aegean sea on the west, the Ionian Sea on the east. From 
these two ports, great commerce was carried on throughout the 
Mediterranean Sea, from the straits of Gibraltar to the west, the 
coasts of Egypt, Palestine, Syria, and Asia Minor on the east. This 
as well as throughout the Greek Islands and ports, and with Italy. 
This extensive commerce brought great prosperity. It was destroyed by 
the Roman army in 146 B.C., but rebuilt by Julius Caesar. 

It had magnificent public buildings: temples, palaces, theaters, 
porticoes, baths, and so forth. The columns, capitals, and bases were 
unique in design, and it was named as the Corinthian order of 
architecture. It was also famous for its many statues of the Greek 
gods and goddesses. The most popular was the temple of Venus. It was 
very wealthy, all producing luxury, over-indulgence in many 
diversions . 

There was great activity in the arts, sciences, literature, as 
well as the Isthmian games every five years, which included contests 
of leaping, running, throwing the spear, boxing, and wrestling. There 
were also competitions for poetry and music. The winners received a 
crown of woven leaves. Paul refers to these contests at different 
times in his letters. 

In its heathen condition, the city was extremely corrupt, 
profligate, and lascivious. Public prostitution was a large part of 
their religious practices. That practice increased the wealth of the 
pagan temples. This is mentioned because Paul mentions several things 
in his letters to this city that wouldn't be understood without 
knowing these pagan customs and practices. He also notes that no 
other Gentile country was as corrupt. 

Even in spite of these conditions, the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
took root, and a Church was founded and grew there. Paul founded it 
in about 51 A.D., soon after his visit to Athens (Acts 18:1). He 
ministered there for 18 months. During that time, he wrote two 
letters to Thessalonica . This first letter was written to the 
Corinthians in about 55 or 56 A.D., while he was in Ephesus during 
his third missionary journey (Acts 16:8,19). 

Outline of the Epistle. 

I. The introduction - 1:1-9. 

II. Dealing with dissensions - 1:10 through chapter 3. 

III. The case of incest - chapters 5-7. 

IV. The question of eating things offered to idols - chapters 

8-10. 

V. Regulation within the church - chapters 11-14. 

VI. The resurrection of the dead - chapter 14. 

VII. Miscellaneous exhortations, salutations, commendations, 

etc . 
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Lesson I continued 
I Corinthians 1:1-17. Greeting and Dealing with Dissension. 
Salutation 

1 Paul, called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ through the will 
of God, and Sos'thenes our brother, 

2 If Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, to them that are 
sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all that in 
every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs 
and ours: 

3 U Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and from 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Thanksgiving for Spiritual Gifts 

4 If I thank my God always on your behalf, for the grace of God 
which is given you by Jesus Christ; 

5 that in every thing ye are enriched by him, in all utterance, 
and in all knowledge; 

6 even as the testimony of Christ was confirmed in you: 

7 so that ye come behind in no gift; waiting for the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ: 

8 who shall also confirm you unto the end, that ye may be 
blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

9 God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of 
his Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Divisions in the Church 

10 If Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no 
divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the 
same mind and in the same judgment. 

11 For it hath been declared unto me of you, my brethren, by them 
which are of the house of Chlo'e, that there are contentions among 
you . 

12 Now this I say, that every one of you saith, I am of Paul; and I 
of Apol'los; and I of Cephas; and I of Christ. 

13 Is Christ divided? was Paul crucified for you? or were ye 
baptized in the name of Paul? 

14 I thank God that I baptized none of you, but Crispus and Gai'us; 

15 lest any should say that I had baptized in mine own name. 

16 And I baptized also the household of Steph'anas: besides, I know 
not whether I baptized any other. 

17 For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not 
with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of none 
effect . 

Verse 1. 

Paul identifies himself as having been called to his place of 
authority as the apostle to the Gentiles of Jesus Christ, by 
appointment from God (through the will of God). His was a Divine 
commission, there was no part from any man. This authority was his 
basis to straighten out this church's divisions and contentions. 

A companion, Sosthenes, is mentioned (as noted previously in 
Acts 18:17) . 
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Verse 2. 

Addressed to the Church of God at Corinth. As before mentioned, 
it was planted by Paul several years previously (Acts 18:1). 

The members are set apart, separated from the common corruption 
of the pagans of that time and place. They are called to be saints. 
To save men from their sins was the mission of Jesus Christ. Once 
forgiven, they are a new creation unto good works, to do all unto the 
glory of God. They are not unique in this, but with all believers at 
every place, the high calling by the same Lord and Savior of all. 

Verse 3. 

This verse is the same as seen in Romans 1:7. It is a Christian 
greeting that expresses the greatness of God's gift to all believers 
of His grace and peace. Our heavenly Father planned, promised, and 
brought to pass our redemption through Christ, Who paid the price on 
the cross and also provides for continual blessing in our daily 
lives . 

Verse 4. 

Paul expresses how thankful he continually is to God for what 
God has given them through His bountiful grace by Jesus Christ. 

Verse 5. 

He is also thankful for various spiritual gifts they had 
received. They had clearly understood and so expressed the great 
truths of God concerning their salvation through Jesus Christ. They 
could speak with knowledge of all doctrine which they comprehended. 

Verse 6. 

The testimony of Christ is the Gospel which the apostle had 
preached. That truth had been confirmed by gifts of the Holy Spirit 
and miracles done through the apostle before them. 

Verse 7. 

The gifts of the Spirit were possessed by members of that 
church. This coming of Christ, it has been suggested, is the judgment 
against the unbelieving Jews and the destruction of that nation, 
Jerusalem and the Temple, and the dispersion of the population. This 
would take place under 20 years after the date this letter was 
written . 

Verse 8. 

As they had shown their complete understanding and acceptance of 
the Gospel, they were considered confirmed by the apostle, and so 
also by God. Once confirmed, then so continued unto the end - to be 
accounted blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus. Some consider this 
still the destruction of the Jewish nation. Others consider the 
reference to the end of the age, the time of the Second Coming. In 
our day we would recognize it as the Rapture of the Church. 

Verse 9. 

The faithfulness of God is far above and beyond what is common 
among men. What faithfulness can be found on earth is a reflection of 



Lesson I continued 



9 



that of God. His fidelity is certain to keep you in the participation 
in the blessings of His Spirit and the glories to come hereafter. 

Verse 10. 

Paul now introduces his second point. They also have serious 
responsibilities. He calls them to stay away from all dissension, 
arguing and disagreements. They must hold to the same central truths, 
having the same heart and mind, working together in the faith and 
hope of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. They must submit to Christ's 
authority. To disagree on minor points among various groups is always 
going to happen. But they must not be allowed to hinder the unity of 
the Church or the spread of the Gospel. All Christians agree on the 
essential doctrines, therefore have patience and bear with others, 
and don't claim that only your group has all the truths of God. 

Verse 11. 

Paul had received information about the 'contentions' there. 
Some members of the household of Chloe, had come to him for that 
purpose. Chloe must have been a devout matron of that city, whose 
family had converted to the Lord. Her concern led her to send for 
Paul's help. Three names are mentioned later in chapter 16:17, most 
likely her son's - Stephanas, Fortunatus, and Achaicus. These 
disagreements led to division, each group then arguing in favor of 
their group, against all others. 

Verse 12. 

It would seem from this listing that the entire congregation had 
divided into groups, claiming a different leader. One group followed 
Paul. Another, Apollos. A third, Cephas. Then, followers of Christ. 
This congregation was made up of Jews and Greeks. They variously 
claimed preference for one teacher, or preacher, over another. 
Possibly the Jewish converts would prefer someone other than Paul, 
who was the apostle to the Gentiles. It seems natural that some would 
also choose not to be followers of any human leader, but claim only 
Christ. They would stay in the center. 

Verse 13. 

'Is Christ divided?' Did He do separate things for different 
groups of people? Did someone else die for you on the cross? Did Paul 
die for you? Were you baptized in Paul's name? All such things are 
absurd on their face. To be called by any name but Christ, or to 
follow another, is wrong. Christ alone is your Savior. He alone calls 
upon you to be His disciples. 

Paul makes it clear that he never did or said anything as if 
setting up his own religion based on his own authority. No one was 
baptized in his name. He preached only Christ to all people. 

Verses 14,15. 

Paul recollects that he did baptize two, Crispus and Gaius, that 
now reside in Corinth. He is thankful of that, not wishing to be any 
source of these divisions, as some might suggest. No one can say he 
baptized in his own name. 
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Verse 16. 

Also, the household of Stephanas. They are identified in chapter 
16:15 as the first converts in the whole region of Achaia and 
baptized by Paul. There were no others in that whole region of 
Corinth that Paul baptized. 

Verse 17. 

To put baptism in its proper perspective - the mission of Paul 
was to preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ for the salvation of souls. 
The simple truth of sin and redemption, not philosophical arguments 
and convincing profound worldly wisdom. He preached the cross of 
Christ, the power of God unto salvation. Baptism was a rite that 
comes after conversion, as a public witness of that conversion and 
entrance into the Church as a born again believer in newness of life 
unto God. Case closed. 

Next, the truth about God's purpose in the preaching of the 
cross. 
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I Corinthians - Lesson II 

I Corinthians 1:18-31. God's Purpose in the Preaching of the 
Cross. 

Christ the Power and Wisdom of God 

18 If For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish, 
foolishness; but unto us which are saved, it is the power of God. 

19 For it is written, 

I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 

and will bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent. 

20 Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of 
this world? hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world? 

21 For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not 
God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that 
believe . 

22 For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom: 

23 but we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, 
and unto the Greeks foolishness; 

24 but unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the 
power of God, and the wisdom of God. 

25 Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the 
weakness of God is stronger than men. 

26 If For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men 
after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called: 

27 but God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound 
the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to 
confound the things which are mighty; 

28 and base things of the world, and things which are despised, 
hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought 
things that are: 

29 that no flesh should glory in his presence. 

30 But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us 
wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctif ication, and redemption: 

31 that, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him 
glory in the Lord. 

Verse 18. 

The Gospel of Christ has one message of divine truth - the 
salvation of sinners through the sacrificial death of Christ on the 
cross. This message divides all people into two distinct groups. One 
group is of those that do not believe, who consider the message as 
foolishness. They are perishing. The other group is of those that 
believe, through the power of God, who receive salvation, and the 
strength and guidance as children of God on their journey unto 
eternity with God and Christ Jesus. 

Verse 19. 

Turning to the Old Testament, Paul refers to Isaiah 29:14. 'I 
will destroy the wisdom of the wise.' This refers to those that 
through their highest efforts of observation, reasoning, and 
philosophy, try to explain the grand truths of creation, the true 
wisdom about the invisible world, the purpose of man and so on. What 
has been beneficial from all this so-called 'wisdom', this 
'understanding of the prudent'? What has all this actually produced? 
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Verse 20. 

The people here - the wise, the scribe, the disputer, refer to 
those that claim wisdom (as a prophet). The scribe claims great 
education and knowledge, the disputer seeks higher interpretation of 
scriptures, allegorical, mystical, even cabalistic secrets about the 
future. Their methods added multitudes of traditions that obscured 
and made the plain truth of God's words of none effect for them. 

The great contrast is now seen. The Gospel of Christ has made 
all of these claims of worldly wisdom as foolish and of none effect 
for them. 

Verse 21. 

No one had by their greatest efforts of thinking, education, 
philosophy, ever arrived at a true understanding of God. This was 
part of God's plan. It pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to 
save them that believe. 

The Greeks considered the products of their great philosophers 
as wisdom. They called the message of the Gospel as foolishness 
compared to their own wisdom. But in fact, the wisdom of God is the 
Gospel of Christ, and the power of God that through the preaching of 
the Word brought salvation to those that believed. 

Verses 22,23. 

Now turning to the Jews, Paul describes them as that wicked and 
perverse generation. They required signs, miracles, to prove anything 
that was claimed to be from God. They had great fear of being 
deceived. They were never satisfied. The greatest sign they looked 
for was the Messiah who would restore the throne of David as king of 
a powerful nation. Because Jesus did not fulfill this 'sign', they 
rejected Him, a stumbling block to them. 

The Greeks sought wisdom or philosophy as in the writings of 
Plato, Cicero, Seneca, and so on. These were the greatest, most 
beautifully expressed and high sounding reasonings of their greatest 
thinkers. This was wisdom to them. The Gospel they considered to be 
foolishness . 

The apostles are completely different from both of those groups. 
They preach the simple truth of Christ. He was crucified to purchase 
their salvation. He shed His blood in their place, to redeem them. 

Verse 24. 

The obvious fact was that both Jews and Greeks were called by 
God through the preaching of the Gospel, had responded, and believed. 
This was the proof that the Gospel came from God, and enlightened 
their souls unto conversion. This was God's infinite wisdom, 
glorifying His justice and mercy, providing the way of salvation, 
that no man could ever earn. 

Verse 25. 

What seems foolish to men, is actually wiser than anything man 
could come up with on his own. What seems weak to men, God has shown 
to be more powerful than anything men have done or could do. 
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Verse 26. 

You recognize the state of grace and blessing that you have been 
invited to. Think about who you are. Are you accounted by the worldly 
as wise, wealthy, or powerful? The Jews accounted the wise, powerful, 
and wealthy as those especially blessed by God. 

The Gospel has an equal call to all people. It seems though, 
that those of wisdom, power, and wealth consider their state as the 
holders of the best that this world has to offer and their entire 
focus is on maintaining and even increasing their standing in this 
world. Spiritual things are of no interest or value to them. Not many 
hear God's call or respond to it. 

Verse 27. 

God's message reaches the less educated in worldly wisdom and 
philosophy to confound the wisest of the worldly with the truth of 
God in Christ. God reached those without power or authority to 
confound the scribes and Pharisees, the civil authority of the 
Sanhedrin, and spread the Gospel, converting thousands to faith in 
Christ. 

Verse 28. 

The base and despised, things which are not; Paul is referring 
to the Gentiles that had become Christians. This is from the Jewish 
point of view. They considered everyone but themselves as heathen, 
despicable, no better than dogs. They had no value, they are 
repeatedly called 'the things that are not.' Yet their conversion was 
to increase the church, what the Jews rejected as the only people 
chosen of God. Their nation was soon to be destroyed, trodden under 
the feet of the Gentiles. 

Verse 29. 

No human being, though even when used by God, can claim to have 
had the plan and the power to carry it out on his own. Therefore no 
flesh should glory in His presence. No person has the right to take 
any credit for what God has done. 

Verse 30. 

The greatest present evidence is what God has done for those in 
Christ Jesus. God's gifts are blessings - His wisdom, righteousness, 
holiness, and salvation. God's word reveals the truth of all 
creation, its purpose and plan for man's redemption, even unto 
eternity. Nothing that man has produced at any time has ever come 
close, nor ever will. 

Verse 31. 

Paul quotes from Jeremiah 9:23,24 - 'Thus saith the LORD, Let 
not the wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man 
glory in his might, let not the rich man glory in his riches: but let 
him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth 
me, that I am the LORD which exercise loving-kindness, judgment, and 
righteousness, in the earth: for in these things I delight, saith the 
LORD . ' 
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All good things are of and from God. So that anyone who has any 
of these material blessings, or spiritual blessings, all are 
received. Therefore all boasting or celebration must be in what God 
has done. All are by God's mercy and blessing, and the greatest of 
which is what God has provided through the Gospel of His Son. Men 
must focus on the giver, not the gift. Whoever trusts in power, 
wisdom, wealth, or prosperity is fooling themselves. All these things 
are only temporary. The blessings that come from God are permanent 
and eternal. The forgiveness, salvation, love, peace, and joy that 
come from our heavenly Father begins here and grows and matures 
forever. Amen. 
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I Corinthians 2:1-16. Paul explains the purpose for his manner 
of preaching. 

Proclaiming Christ Crucified 

1 And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of 
speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God. 

2 For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus 
Christ, and him crucified. 

3 And I was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much 
trembling . 

4 And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of 
man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power: 

5 that your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in 
the power of God. 

The Revelation by God's Spirit 

6 Tf Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that are perfect: yet not 
the wisdom of this world, nor of the princes of this world, that come 
to nought: 

7 but we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden 
wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto our glory; 

8 which none of the princes of this world knew: for had they known 
it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 

9 But as it is written, 

Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 

neither have entered into the heart of man, 

the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. 

10 But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit 
searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. 

11 For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man 
which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the 
Spirit of God. 

12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the 
Spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely 
given to us of God. 

13 Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom 
teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual 
things with spiritual. 

14 Tf But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of 
God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, 
because they are spiritually discerned. 

15 But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is 
judged of no man. 

16 For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct 
him? But we have the mind of Christ. 

Verse 1. 

Paul begins by describing what he did not do in his first 
speaking to them. He didn't come with the fancy and eloquent arts of 
rhetoric used by those famous Greek philosophers. In their manner of 
speaking, their subject is made more forceful and important by the 
way it is delivered, with such flamboyant and high sounding 
'excellency of speech.' 
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In contrast, Paul declared unto them the testimony of God, a 
message so excellent, eternally true, that needed no fancy words or 
eloquent speaking to convey its eternal truth. 

Verse 2. 

He was convinced that his message of salvation through Christ 
and His sacrifice on the cross was all that was needed for them to 
understand what God was offering to them. This is the foundation of 
all true wisdom, morality, peace, and happiness. 

Verse 3. 

Paul here describes himself among them. He seems to suggest some 
physical weakness, as well as not being able to stand before them 
with an attractive appearance, to speak as a bold and eloquent orator 
with a dramatic voice and gestures. Paul had none of these physical 
advantages or mannerisms, yet his message was used by God to reach 
the souls of those that listened to him. 

'In fear and trembling' describes the state of mind he often 
had. His deepest desire was to be faithful and true in his every 
effort to share the words of faith and show that faith by his 
actions, toward others. 

Verse 4. 

Again Paul asserts that he used none of the things that a great 
orator would - enticing words of high-sounding complexity. His 
preaching was plain and true, revealed by the Holy Spirit. What he 
spoke was pure, holy, and made clear the doctrine of salvation to the 
conversion of souls, by the power and energy of the Spirit of God. 
This explanation leaves out any human credit for Paul's message and 
its results. 

Verse 5. 

Their faith, no man can claim as its source. What they believe 
could not have originated in any human wisdom, and no powerful human 
orator could have produced the change in them. God's message and 
power is what their faith stands upon. 

Verse 6. 

What Paul is describing, those who were fully instructed in the 
knowledge and accomplishments of God through Christ Jesus, he calls 
them 'perfect'. They had true wisdom. This wisdom was so far above 
all worldly human wisdom, whether other religious systems, 
philosophies, or observations of nature. It is also above all the 
powerful, whether rulers, kings, princes, who claim great things for 
themselves. They had power and position for only a short time, and 
whatever they said was forgotten, or came to nought after they were 
gone. 

Verse 7. 

Paul speaks the wisdom of God in a mystery, which is the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ. It had been planned before the foundation of the 
world, but was comparatively hidden from that time. The prophets made 
some references about it, and it was contained among the Law and the 
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sacrificial system, rites, and ceremonies. However, no one had been 
able to recognize or comprehend it. Once the fulness of time came, 
Jesus fulfilled those prophecies, promises, the law, ceremonies and 
sacrifices, and His final sacrifice once for all. What had been 
hidden was made plain and gloriously fulfilled by Christ, and this 
was the message proclaimed by the Apostles. 

Verse 8. 

Here Paul writes directly concerning the Jewish nation. Whatever 
degree of education or claimed wisdom and understanding of its 
'princes' or rulers, whether priests, pharisees, rabbis or members of 
the Sanhedrin, they show no perception or recognition of God's plan 
and purpose in the words and actions of Christ. This led them to 
crucify the Lord of Glory - Christ's glory was and is eternal. His 
Gospel is the most glorious news for any human to hear and believe. 
This message is proclaimed to bring in all who will believe to share 
this path with God unto that same state of glory that begins now and 
continues unto eternity with God and His Christ, our Lord. 

Verse 9. 

Paul quotes from Isaiah 64:4. This describes how all man's 
efforts of physical observation and thinking could have never 
conceived of or imagined what God 'had prepared for them that love 
Him.' Paul is referring to the same message of salvation. Only God 
could have conceived of such a glorious, merciful plan, and also had 
the power to bring it to pass, in exactly the way, time, and detailed 
manner as had been foretold. This was in all the signs, prophecies, 
promises, law, sacrifices, etc. of the Old Testament. 

Verse 10. 

God has revealed the glories of the Gospel through His Spirit. 
The same Spirit that spoke by the prophets, now reveals to the 
apostles the fulness of the Divine plan. The deep things of God, His 
infinite wisdom and goodness toward man in creation, providential 
care, redemption, and eternal glory with Him. These things were made 
convincingly clear and undeniable to the apostles by the Holy Spirit. 
Only the Spirit of God could reveal these things of God. All the best 
learning and wisdom of the world could never have known God. 

Verse 11. 

The spirit of a man knows the innermost things of that man - 
ideas, plans, values, purposes, aspirations. Only that individual 
knows his own mind. So also, in a similar way, the Spirit of God, the 
third person of the Divine Trinity, knows all the counsels and plans 
of God the Father. It is God's Spirit that revealed to the apostles 
the Gospel of salvation. Therefore, what they preached and taught was 
the eternal truth, and as dependable as God Himself. What He 
promised, He has and will continue to bring to pass. The miracles 
done by them in Christ's Name were undeniable proof of the presence 
and power of the Holy Spirit, and that they spoke the truth of God. 

Verse 12. 

We, being the genuine apostles of Christ, have received the 
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Spirit of God, through whom we have been taught the deep things of 
God, first and foremost the Gospel of Salvation through the sacrifice 
of Jesus. 

This is totally different from worldly wisdom, and the spirit of 
the world. Paul may be thinking of the majority of Jewish teachers, 
who looked for and taught the coming of a worldly Messiah who would 
set up a worldly kingdom. They interpreted the Old Testament verses 
that mentioned Him in this sense. 

The apostles, on the other hand, have been freely given the 
bountiful and excellent things God has prepared for man through 
Christ as openly revealed and proven by the Holy Spirit. 

Verse 13. 

These things must be expressed in the common language of the 
Jews or the Greeks. The Jewish rabbis loved to delve into insidious 
details and secret interpretations of their own imagining. They, in 
effect, obscured God's truth. The Greek orators expressed things in 
high-sounding flowery words, with metaphors and similes that dazzled 
the imagination more than pointing out any truth. 

Apostles had to be plain and understandable. Words must be 
accurate, clear, as the Holy Spirit teaches. The purpose is to 
explain spiritual things to spiritual people. 

Verse 14. 

This is here further explained. The natural man lives focused on 
his natural physical needs and desires. The present world is all he 
knows or expects. Death is the end of all life. Without the 
regenerating power of the Holy Spirit, no man can recognize or 
comprehend spiritual things. They are foolishness to him. His whole 
focus is on building his kingdom here and now, to attain the most and 
best of everything the world has to offer - wealth, position, 
education, power, authority, reputation, honor, recognition, and so 
on . 

Verse 15. 

The spiritual person judges all things from a spiritual 
perspective. He can discern the truth concerning the natural man's 
false and pointless activities. The natural man cannot understand or 
appreciate the words or actions of the spiritual person. 

Verse 16. 

No natural man has or could ever perceive or understand the mind 
of the Lord. This also refers to Isaiah 14:13. Believers, on the 
other hand, received the mind of Christ, being born again of His 
Spirit. Only then can a person teach the things of God to others. 



Lesson III continued 



19 



In Closing. 

This chapter gives a good example of how a minister of the 
Gospel should regulate his actions in his public ministry. It clearly 
describes the simplicity of Paul's preaching - no high-sounding 
eloquence or dramatic delivery, no enticing words of man's wisdom. 

The foolishness of preaching has its own wisdom, divinity, and 
beauty. It is the profound mercy and divine plan for man's salvation 
through Christ Jesus. 

Next - Dealing with the immature Christians. 
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I Corinthians 3:1-23. Paul addresses the Corinthians' immaturity 
as followers of Christ. 

Laborers Together with God 

1 And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but 
as unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ. 

2 I have fed you with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto ye 
were not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye able. 

3 For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you envying, 
and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men? 

4 For while one saith, I am of Paul; and another, I am of 
Apol'los; are ye not carnal? 

5 Tf Who then is Paul, and who is Apol'los, but ministers by whom 
ye believed, even as the Lord gave to every man? 

6 I have planted, Apol'los watered; but God gave the increase. 

7 So then neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he that 
watereth; but God that giveth the increase. 

8 Now he that planteth and he that watereth are one: and every man 
shall receive his own reward according to his own labor. 

9 For we are laborers together with God: ye are God's husbandry, 
ye are God's building. 

10 Tf According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a 
wise masterbuilder, I have laid the foundation, and another buildeth 
thereon. But let every man take heed how he buildeth thereupon. 

11 For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is 
Jesus Christ. 

12 Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious 
stones, wood, hay, stubble; 

13 every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall 
declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall 
try every man's work of what sort it is. 

14 If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall 
receive a reward. 

15 If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he 
himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire. 

16 If Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit 
of God dwelleth in you? 

17 If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for 
the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are. 

18 Tf Let no man deceive himself. If any man among you seemeth to be 
wise in this world, let him become a fool, that he may be wise. 

19 For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God: for it is 
written, 

He taketh the wise in their own craftiness. 

20 And again, 

The Lord knoweth the thoughts of the wise, 
that they are vain. 

21 Therefore let no man glory in men: for all things are yours; 

22 whether Paul, or Apol'los, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or 
death, or things present, or things to come; all are yours; 

23 and ye are Christ's; and Christ is God's. 
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Verse 1. 

Paul describes them as still infants in their understanding of 
spiritual things. They are still 'carnal', under the common influence 
of the fleshly appetites. He uses the term 'babes in Christ'. They 
are just beginning, which they have shown by their lack of judgment 
in the church. 

Verse 2. 

For this reason, Paul has only been instructing them in the 
basic elements of the Christian faith, the simplest and easiest to 
understand, described as 'milk' . These things were so unfamiliar that 
they had great difficulty in grasping them. They were not yet capable 
of comprehending the higher truths of the Gospel. 

Verse 3. 

The greatest evidence of their immaturity was in their behavior 
towards each other - envy, arguments, divisions. Their motives, their 
words, their actions, were all based on worldly emotions and values. 

Verse 4. 

For instance, some claimed to be followers of only Paul, and 
others, Apollos. Without question, both of these preachers held the 
same creed and taught the same truths of salvation through Christ. 
What these people were judging must have been only in outward 
personal appearance, or eloquence, or personality. This proved that 
their focus was purely superficial. Unfortunately, this is still true 
in churches in our time. 

Verse 5. 

The true perspective is only perceived when measured from God's 
point of view. It is His purpose that Paul and Apollos were carrying 
out. They were but messengers to bring the knowledge of Christ and 
His glorious blessings to every man. They did not speak of their own 
interest or value, only of Christ. The only purpose was to spread 
their faith in Jesus, as evidenced by the present believers in the 
Corinthian church. It was the Lord that gave them faith. It was and 
is a work of God, not of any man. 

Verse 6. 

Further proof is found in their different roles. Paul first 
planted the seed of the Gospel in that whole region. Apollos came 
later and watered the seed that Paul had planted. By watering the 
seed, it took root, sprang up, and bore fruit. This was the increase 
given only by God. As in the natural world, so also in the spiritual. 
The good word of God sown in the receptive heart through the work of 
the Spirit of God produces the salvation of the soul. 

Verse 7. 

To make them think this through, to convince them once and for 
all, Paul repeats this essential truth. He and Apollos speak the same 
Gospel, they have the same calling, they both represent the same God. 
Their responsibility is to deliver the same message, whether being 
the first (planting the seed), or coming later (watering). They have 
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no power in and of themselves. Only God is to be glorified, for only 
He provides the seed. His also are the ground, the water, and the 
laborers. The growth unto maturing and production of fruit are also 
of God. 

Verse 8. 

God's laborers are equal in every way, whether planting or 
watering, or harvesting. All are doing God's work. They have received 
and believed the same Gospel, preached and instructed the same 
doctrine, all to God's glory in the salvation of people. God is Who 
will reward them, but not according to the measure of their success. 
'The increase' is God's work. His reward for them is according to 
their faithful labor for Him. 

Verse 9. 

We are all working together with God. We do nothing of or for 
ourselves. We do that which God has given us to do, expecting His 
blessing to produce whatever success there may be, and rightly give 
God all of the glory. 

The believers of the church are compared to a field sown with 
good seed. God is behind the seed, its planting, the watering, the 
increase and fruit, and the harvest. 

Also, they are like a building that God is building up, in which 
He intends to dwell. He is the architect Who designed it, guided all 
the work on it, and so forth. No credit goes to the workers that 
quarried the stone, to the masons who placed it, the carpenters, or 
any other laborers. God will dwell in it through the Spirit. Each 
believer is part of God's building. 

Verses 10-15. 

In these next few verses, Paul elaborates on the church as a 
building, how each believer adds to it, and the eternal consequences 
regarding reward or loss. 

Verse 10. 

God in His grace designed the building. The plan was given to 
Paul as master-builder to lay the foundation, upon which the entire 
building would stand. This foundation was the central and essential 
doctrine of the Gospel of Christ. These truths would be blessed by 
God. Others would add to the building based upon this foundation. All 
these others must be careful and not add other practices or ideas 
contrary or misleading, from those of the foundation of Christ. 

Verse 11. 

It can be said no more clearly than here - no other foundation 
can any man lay than Jesus Christ. He is the Way, the Truth, and the 
Life. 

Verse 12. 

Paul now describes the varieties of man's possible work on this 
foundation to be of two distinct types. 1 st , those of value - pure and 
good, as gold, silver, and precious stones. 2 nd , those worthless, 
false, and misleading doctrines, as wood, hay, and stubble. 
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Verse 13. 

There will be a time when this difference will be clearly and 
finally revealed, openly, as by fire. The fire will try the work, 
burning up the impure and false work. 

Verse 14. 

The day of this revelation seems to describe the Judgment Seat 
of Christ after the gathering of the Church in heaven after the 
Rapture, where rewards shall be given. 

Some scholars have suggested that Paul may be referring to the 
soon coming destruction of the Jewish nation, people, and Temple as 
judgment against their rejection of Christ, and also of the Judaizers 
among believers that required adherence to circumcision and other 
Mosaic laws as necessary to salvation. This would end the whole 
Temple service, and the remnant of the people would be scattered over 
the face of the earth. The Christian Church would remain as most 
valued by God. 

But here Paul describes this as individual judgment, not that of 
a nation. Each person's work for the Church of Christ will show its 
value, as by fire. If it remains, a reward will be given. 

Verse 15. 

The fire would consume the wood, hay, or stubble. This most 
likely means that that person's work will be taken away as having no 
value from God's viewpoint. What will be left will be the measure of 
faith and truth in the person. God's mercy will pass by his errors, 
his mistakes, words, and actions, and save the man. He will receive 
no reward, but he retains his salvation, though as by fire. Once 
saved, always saved, no matter what behavior or mistakes remain. 
There is nothing any man can say or do that Christ's sacrificial 
death on the cross didn't pay for. We remain sinners as long as we 
live, therefore we always need a Savior. 

Verse 16. 

Paul describes each believer as a temple of God, a work of God 
through His Spirit indwelling each one. As in the Old Testament, the 
Temple was the dwelling place of God among His people. 

Verse 17. 

A warning against anyone who would defile the church by 
corrupting, injuring, or disrupting. God's response will come upon 
them unto their destruction. This refers to any that willfully oppose 
the truth - their judgment will be without mercy. Consider yourselves 
as holy, honor God with your whole being, always remembering that you 
are His dwelling place, as a temple, created for His glory through 
the salvation He provided through His Son. 

Verses 18,19. 

There appears to have been one member of this Church that sought 
to put himself forward as very wise, that he should be listened to 
above all else. His wisdom as well as his motives were of this world. 
To God, this is foolish. To be truly wise, also from God's view, he 
must become foolish - seeming to the world. True wisdom is from that 
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recognition and understanding of God's mercy in the Gospel of eternal 
salvation . 

A reference to Job 5:13 describes worldly wisdom as a subtle, 
cunning presentation that deceives or 'cons' the hearer into 
something that benefits only the speaker. As these pagans sought to 
destroy the church, God used their supposed 'wisdom', and showed its 
utter useless and baseless system for what it was. The Church grew 
and spread. The entire pagan system was wiped out. 

Verse 20. 

God is well aware that the worldly wise are full of schemes and 
plans for their own benefit in worldly gain, whether wealth, renown, 
or power. He also judges it as vanity, since none of it leads to 
knowledge of the true situation, which is God Himself. 

Verse 21. 

Any person that is a child of God has all things that are truly 
valuable, both here and now, and forever. To give any human credit 
for what is God's bounty is foolish. 

Verse 22. 

God, our Heavenly Father, has given you blessings through every 
preacher, teacher, and other people, and all things that He provides 
for you in this world. You must only remain faithful to Him in your 
heart, words, and actions. All things He will work together for your 
good. Even death is no longer and enemy. You are now connected to 
God, which continues unto eternity. When God calls for you to come to 
Him, it is His plan, His timing, to take you to Him in heaven. 

God rules over this present life - it is His providence and His 
grace. He also rules and will bring to pass all He has planned for 
all time unto eternity. All these things include each and every child 
of His. 

Verse 23. 

You are Christ's - you are called by His name. You have accepted 
His gift of salvation. You, together, are His people, those who 
follow Him, in word, in heart, in deeds. Through Him you know the 
Way, the Truth, and the Life that has no end. 

And Christ is God's. He is God's gift of eternal grace, and 
mercy, and love, toward His creation. John described it perfectly in 
chapter 3, verse 16 of his gospel. 

All these verses place before the church the true perspective of 
who and what is above all consideration. Believers are God's through 
Christ. All people, therefore, fellow laborers, fellow children, 
whether preachers, teachers, and all others. No person must be put 
above God and Christ in importance in your life. Case closed. 

Next, Paul writes of judgment, the who and the when. Chapter IV. 
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I Corinthians 4:1-21. Judgment - Who and When. 
The Ministry of the Apostles 

1 Let a man so account of us, as of the ministers of Christ, and 
stewards of the mysteries of God. 

2 Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found 
faithful. 

3 But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged of 
you, or of man's judgment: yea, I judge not mine own self. 

4 For I know nothing by myself; yet am I not hereby justified: but 
he that judgeth me is the Lord. 

5 Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord come, 
who both will bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and will 
make manifest the counsels of the hearts: and then shall every man 
have praise of God. 

6 If And these things, brethren, I have in a figure transferred to 
myself and to Apol'los for your sakes; that ye might learn in us not 
to think of men above that which is written, that no one of you be 
puffed up for one against another. 

7 For who maketh thee to differ from another? and what hast thou 
that thou didst not receive? now if thou didst receive it, why dost 
thou glory, as if thou hadst not received it? 

8 If Now ye are full, now ye are rich, ye have reigned as kings 
without us: and I would to God ye did reign, that we also might reign 
with you. 

9 For I think that God hath set forth us the apostles last, as it 
were appointed to death: for we are made a spectacle unto the world, 
and to angels, and to men. 

10 We are fools for Christ's sake, but ye are wise in Christ; we 
are weak, but ye are strong; ye are honorable, but we are despised. 

11 Even unto this present hour we both hunger, and thirst, and are 
naked, and are buffeted, and have no certain dwelling place; 

12 and labor, working with our own hands: being reviled, we bless; 
being persecuted, we suffer it: 

13 being defamed, we entreat: we are made as the filth of the 
world, and are the offscouring of all things unto this day. 

14 Tf I write not these things to shame you, but as my beloved sons 
I warn you. 

15 For though ye have ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet have 
ye not many fathers: for in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through 
the gospel. 

16 Wherefore I beseech you, be ye followers of me. 

17 For this cause have I sent unto you Timothy, who is my beloved 
son, and faithful in the Lord, who shall bring you into remembrance 
of my ways which be in Christ, as I teach every where in every 
church . 

18 Now some are puffed up, as though I would not come to you. 

19 But I will come to you shortly, if the Lord will, and will know, 
not the speech of them which are puffed up, but the power. 

20 For the kingdom of God is not in word, but in power. 

21 What will ye? shall I come unto you with a rod, or in love, and 
in the spirit of meekness? 



Lesson V continued 



26 



Verses 1,2. 

Paul is continuing his subject of thinking too highly of one 
person over another. Christians are to consider any minister, 
apostle, preacher, or teacher not as heads or chiefs, but as equal 
representatives, servants, and followers under the authority and 
leadership of Christ. They all work for Him, are called and appointed 
by Him, and receive compensation from Him. 

They are stewards of the mysteries of God. The steward works 
directly under the master of the household, carrying out the details 
of the needs of the family. For example, providing food, seeing to 
its preparation and service at the proper times, and so forth. He 
received the money and was responsible for its proper expenditure, 
keeping accurate accounts, periodically shown to the master. 

In a similar way, the apostles have been entrusted with the 
bountiful doctrines (as formerly mysteries) of God. They are 
responsible, as faithful stewards, to prepare and provide these 
blessed truths to the family of God. These were life and sustenance 
concerning the gift of salvation through Jesus Christ, the indwelling 
blessings of the Spirit of Christ, the adoption as children of God, 
all unto eternity with God. 

The highest responsibility was to be found faithful in the 
taking care of God's family, in ministering to them God's blessings 
and bounty through Christ. God is the Master of the household, and to 
Him only is the servant accountable. 

Verse 3. 

Paul is not at all concerned about what anyone thought of him, 
personally, or comparing him to others. He was not trying to be the 
most popular, or compete with anyone else to become famous from the 
worldly point of view. His motive was to please God and show the 
glories of God's mercy and blessing, and the salvation of men's 
souls. 

'Or of man's judgment' most likely refers to being brought 
before a judge or magistrate. Paul also has no concern of this 
possibility. Nor does he judge himself. He, in all his words and 
actions, counts himself accountable only to God, whose he is, and who 
he serves. 

Verse 4. 

According to his conscience, he is not aware of any evil, or 
neglect concerning his duties to Christ. Bu even so he makes no claim 
of being without sin, or pretends he is. It is only God that knows 
the truth and he accepts that God's judgment will be correct. 

Verse 5. 

People are not to judge, either themselves or anyone else. Only 
God can bring to light the hidden things of darkness. He alone can 
search the counsels of the heart. When God judges, if you are pure 
and upright in conduct and motive, then you will receive praise from 
Him. If not, then you must consider yourselves now, and measure your 
own conduct and judgment of others. 
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Verse 6. 

Paul describes how he has been using his own name and that of 
Apollos to show the error of their divisions. He wants them to not 
value any individual, especially ministers of Christ, as anything 
above or more than the reality, that they are equal servants of the 
Living God. Thus no one should be giving praise for one and argument 
against another. It was also possible and likely that some had 
entered their church and set themselves up as teachers, to draw away 
any they could to be their disciples. Since the Christian faith was 
new and vastly different from the former pagan ways, perhaps this 
made people more open to other 'new ways' also. The emphasis is that 
no one should be 'puffed up', for or against another. 

Verse 7. 

Paul addresses any that are in the 'puffed up' category. They 
need to realize and admit that they were not originators or the only 
ones that could speak the truth of the Gospel. Whatever they knew or 
understood, they received first from another person, most likely Paul 
himself. Where, then, was their excuse to claim their own great 
value? Whatever good and attractive blessings a person may have are 
also received from God. That person should not look down on others 
that have not been so blessed. There is the danger of pride creeping 
in. We must always credit God's grace and providence for what we have 
received . 

Verse 8. 

Here Paul addresses these Corinthians from the worldly point of 
view (as they consider themselves). They have acted like kings with 
power and wealth, not recognizing or crediting Paul as the one who 
had first brought them the Gospel with all its wonderful benefits and 
blessings. If what they believed was the true situation, he would, as 
well as his companions, like to enjoy that status also. 

Verse 9. 

But, obviously, that is not the reality. Paul here describes the 
situation of the apostles compared to the Roman public spectacles 
with wild beasts and gladiators. Those that were chosen to be in 
those spectacles were 'appointed to death' in the sense that if one 
survived one match, they only saved themselves to be in the last 
match, or until they were finally put to death. This was in 
coliseums, where the public came to watch. Paul describes his and his 
fellow laborers as being in a similar way, in the theater of the 
world, where all people watch their activities, as a spectacle. 
Angels are also observing what happens to them, and how they are 
treated by men. At that time, many of the apostles and many believers 
in Christ, had been put to death, in public and cruel ways. 

Verse 10. 

Continuing his comparison of the Roman public spectacles, he 
describes the public's behavior toward those in the ring, so to 
speak. They were made fun of, hooted at, mocked, insulted by the 
spectators, accounted fools for Christ's sake, both weak and 
despised. The Corinthians, on the other hand, acted like they were 
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wise, strong, and honorable. 
Verse 11. 

The very nature of being Christ's ministers, traveling to places 
unknown, included physical uncertainties - will they have regular 
meals, clothing, or places to stay? They do so because of what they 
have in God and His Gospel - not working for or expecting everything 
to be handed to them, or personal acclaim or rewards. 

Verse 12. 

Their work ethic is to provide for themselves with labor with 
their own hands (Paul was a tent maker). They pray for and do good 
for even those that revile them. They do not fight back against those 
that persecute them - they suffer through it. For this, Christ gives 
them the ability, the strength, as His ministers. Their behavior went 
against the normal human nature that always fights for itself, its 
own benefit, and gives back insult for insult, and so forth. 

Verse 13. 

Paul continues his description of how the world treats them. 
They are 'defamed', meaning they are spoken against with contempt; 
harsh and vile language is used to injure their character, to bring 
them harm. They only try to 'entreat', to explain the truth. 

When Paul talks about their being accounted as filth and off- 
scouring, he is alluding to a heathen practice. When some great 
public calamity struck, a sacrifice was needed to expiate the god 
deemed responsible. The lowest of men were reserved to be this 
sacrifice. They were heaped upon with all the curses of the country, 
whipped, burned alive, their ashes thrown into the sea. The people 
would declare the evil expiated. 

These were wretched beings considered fit for nothing but their 
sacrifice to infernal gods for the benefit of others. Paul is saying 
that he and his companions have been treated in a similar way, as 
considered of no value or use in themselves. 

Verses 14,15. 

Paul insists that he is not writing these things to shame them, 
but that they are his beloved sons. He warns them to be more watchful 
in who they listen to and follow. They must not be drawn away by 
anyone claiming to the the only, best, or famous teacher. They must 
keep their memory and experience in mind of those that first 
presented them with the Gospel, to whom they owe their salvation, and 
the revelation of God's true doctrines. No matter how many (ten 
thousand) claim to be teachers in Christ. They have one father, Paul, 
who fathered them in the Gospels. A father would also love his 
children, and only seek their benefit and well-being, to nurture them 
unto maturity. Strange teachers would have no such motives. 

Verses 16,17. 

To sum it all up: Paul entreats them to follow him, to imitate 
his beliefs and actions. As he was a child of God and lived for God, 
not seeking his own glory or ease on earth. His was a heavenly 
calling, leading unto eternity. Therefore do not imitate or follow 
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those with worldly motives and pursuits, who clearly reveal their 
ultimate goals as worldly fame, power, influence, etc. 

To give them the best help he can, he is sending Timothy, 
another beloved son in the Lord. Paul himself, is not able to come at 
this time. Timothy was one of his most faithful and close disciples. 
He will be able to instruct them in the broad areas and in the 
details of how Paul regulates and instructs every Church. What he 
requires of them is the same as all the others. The manner of 
discipline is the same. 

Verses 18,19. 

Paul here emphasizes that some may be acting out, 'puffed up 1 , 
as though he would not come, but he will be coming, and shortly, if 
the Lord wills it. The phrase 'if the Lord will' particularly 
emphasizes that it is God in control, and not Paul. When Paul gets 
there, he will not engage the puffed up ones according to their 
eloquent or complicated speech. He will address them with the power 
of God's truth and the Holy Spirit. He will show that their speaking 
had no spiritual effect. 

Verse 20. 

The kingdom of God is not based on human abilities of eloquence 
or excellence of speech, or doctrines that only sound wise. It is in 
the mighty energy of the Holy Spirit, convicting, enlightening, 
converting, and purifying. At that time, also, the apostles' 
preaching were followed by miracles as demonstration of God's 
approval of their message - the truth of the Gospel of Christ. 

Verse 21. 

He now describes two roles that he can play when he comes to 
them - as a teacher, with a rod of discipline, or as a parent, with 
loving tenderness and meekness. They will choose, according to how 
they correct the things he has clearly pointed out to them, or not. 

About Apollos. 
Acts 18:24,25. 

24 Tf And a certain Jew named Apol'los, born at Alexandria, an 
eloquent man, and mighty in the Scriptures, came to Ephesus. 

25 This man was instructed in the way of the Lord; and being 
fervent in the spirit, he spake and taught diligently the things of 
the Lord, knowing only the baptism of John. 

He was a Jew from Alexandria, Egypt. In the summer of 54 A.D., 
he came to Ephesus. He was a learned man who accurately spoke and 
taught the things concerning Jesus. His teaching was incomplete, only 
knowing the baptism of John. He was further instructed by Aquila and 
Priscilla. He went to Achaia, as encouraged by the Ephesian Church. 
While he was there, Paul reached Ephesus and heard about Apollos 1 
preaching and teaching there. Paul stayed there more than two years 
(56,57 A.D.), during which time he wrote I Corinthians (spring of 
57). Paul faulted the Corinthians for their factions, not for any 
fault or error from Apollos, acknowledging him as 'watering' what he 
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had planted. 

Apollos is last mentioned in Titus 3:13, where he is sometimes 
recommended along with Zenas to Titus. 

Next . 

In the following chapters, Paul continues to describe the many 
irregularities that were seriously detrimental to the church, and 
which must cease. If they don't, he will stop them with his presence 
and authority from God. 
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I Corinthians 5:1-13. A specific scandalous sin must be dealt 
with quickly. 

Judgment of Immorality 

1 It is reported commonly that there is fornication among you, and 
such fornication as is not so much as named among the Gentiles, that 
one should have his father's wife. 

2 And ye are puffed up, and have not rather mourned, that he that 
hath done this deed might be taken away from among you. 

3 U For I verily, as absent in body, but present in spirit, have 
judged already, as though I were present, concerning him that hath so 
done this deed, 

4 in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when ye are gathered 
together, and my spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

5 to deliver such a one unto Satan for the destruction of the 
flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. 

6 Tf Your glorying is not good. Know ye not that a little leaven 
leaveneth the whole lump? 

7 Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, 
as ye are unleavened. For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for 
us : 

8 therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither 
with the leaven of malice and wickedness; but with the unleavened 
bread of sincerity and truth. 

9 Tf I wrote unto you in an epistle not to company with 
fornicators : 

10 yet not altogether with the fornicators of this world, or with 
the covetous, or extortioners, or with idolaters; for then must ye 
needs go out of the world. 

11 But now I have written unto you not to keep company, if any man 
that is called a brother be a fornicator, or covetous, or an 
idolater, or a railer, or a drunkard, or an extortioner; with such a 
one, no, not to eat. 

12 For what have I to do to judge them also that are without? do 
not ye judge them that are within? 

13 But them that are without God judgeth. Therefore put away from 
among yourselves that wicked person. 

Verse 1. 

Paul begins with the publicly voiced report about illicit sexual 
practices being engaged in by a member of their church. An extreme 
case - not even practiced among the Gentiles, whose morals were not 
so severe or strict as among the Jews. One of their members had taken 
his father's wife. Though no further details are ever mentioned, it 
is most natural to assume that the father had died, and his widow was 
step-mother to the one now guilty of this sin. 

Verse 2. 

They have been too concerned with their contentions over this 
teacher or that, while this sinful situation should have been dealt 
with. They should have been distressed at this situation and put this 
individual out of the church. Otherwise it would appear that this is 
acceptable in God's Church. It should be made clear that this was 
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unacceptable. The person must be rejected from fellowship. 
Verse 3. 

From the spiritual point of view, though Paul was not there 
physically, it was perfectly clear that this guilty person must be 
dealt with immediately for the sake of the church. 

Verse 4,5. 

Th church must meet 'in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ', who 
is the head and sustainer, under whose authority all decisions must 
be made. Also including the power of Paul's guidance and direction 
which comes from the power of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The extreme situation of delivering 'such a one' over to satan 
for the destruction of the flesh is unique to this one instance. It 
forcefully suggests the punishment for this serious sin should be 
physical suffering, leading to a painful death. The person's soul 
would be saved by God's hands unto the day of the Lord Jesus. The 
intent must have been to make an example as a warning to all of God's 
power and justice, and the destructive power of satan. 

Verse 6. 

The church's prideful activities are not good. They must be 
aware of the common saying that a little leaven leavens the whole 
lump. This will be the effect of allowing the incestuous person to 
stay. If this is allowed, then all will assume that anything goes, 
and all kinds of other sinful behavior is also permissible in that 
church . 

Verse 7. 

As the custom of the Jews, before each Passover, all the old 
leaven was purged from their houses. Now in like manner they are to 
get rid of this sinner and his influence. They must keep in mind that 
they do this for their own 'passover', the Lamb of God, Jesus Christ, 
sacrificed for us. 

Verse 8. 

It is likely that the Passover was approaching and an 
unmistakeable reminder of and commemoration of the Salvation that God 
provided in Christ. Paul takes advantage of this to give strong 
argument of the correct and spiritual necessity of removing what he 
terms here as 'old leaven, of malice and wickedness.' They must be 
sustained by the bread of sincerity and truth, in respect and honor 
to their Passover, Christ Jesus, the Lamb of God. 

Verse 9. 

Whether Paul here refers to a letter previously written (of 
which there is no evidence, and which he may not have sent), or that 
he may refer to the earlier part of this letter, where he mentions 
this subject, is not clear. The point, nonetheless, is to not company 
with fornicators. 

Verse 10. 

he here proceeds to expand upon the subject by making the 
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startling observation of the common practices of the population of 
that city. In order to carry on the normal activities of life there, 
they came in contact with this list of people - the covetous, 
extortioners, idolaters, railers, drunkards. To avoid all these, they 
would have to leave the world. To interpret his words this way was 
wrong and not his intent. 

Verse 11. 

He was only referring to the fellowship within the church. 
Possibly the most familiar would be the fellowship of the 'love 
feast'. They must not keep company with any of the former listing of 
fornicators, covetous, etc. Do not eat with such a one. This must be 
clear to all - the Church of Christ does not tolerate scandalous 
conduct from those that profess faith in Christ. 

Verses 12,13. 

Paul questions whether it is his responsibility to pass sentence 
on those that are not members of the church. By no means! God is 
their judge, not Paul. But, those within the church have the 
responsibility to judge their own members. Therefore, they must put 
away the evil from amongst themselves. This is similar to the 
language in Deuteronomy 17:7 where like direction is given to the 
congregation of Israel about a person found guilty of idolatry. 

'But them that are without God judgeth.' As we well know, those 
outside the church mercilessly pass judgment on those in the church. 
'Hypocrite' is the common term applied. We are called to a higher 
standard of speech and conduct to maintain the reputation of 
disciples of Christ. If one is cut off from the Church, keep 
communication with that person, giving your best advice and heartfelt 
prayer in turning them back to the right way, as well as forgiveness 
and a welcoming back into fellowship. But it is necessary to separate 
'that wicked person' for the sake of the church. 

I Corinthians 6:1-11. 

Going to Law before Unbelievers 

1 Dare any of you, having a matter against another, go to law 
before the unjust, and not before the saints? 

2 Do ye not know that the saints shall judge the world? and if the 
world shall be judged by you, are ye unworthy to judge the smallest 
matters? 

3 Know ye not that we shall judge angels? how much more things 
that pertain to this life? 

4 If then ye have judgments of things pertaining to this life, set 
them to judge who are least esteemed in the church. 

5 I speak to your shame. Is it so, that there is not a wise man 
among you? no, not one that shall be able to judge between his 
brethren? 

6 but brother goeth to law with brother, and that before the 
unbelievers . 

7 Tf Now therefore there is utterly a fault among you, because ye 
go to law one with another. Why do ye not rather take wrong? Why do 
ye not rather suffer yourselves to be defrauded? 
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8 Nay, ye do wrong, and defraud, and that your brethren. 

9 Tf Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom 
of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor 
adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, 

10 nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor 
extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God. 

11 And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are 
sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and 
by the Spirit of our God. 

Verse 1. 

Apparently there were eminent men among the Church of this city, 
that, in their disagreements, felt obliged to go before the public 
magistrates. Paul calls them 'the unjust'. How could such a person, 
most likely corrupt in their present position, be able to judge 
anything between two members of the Christian Church? It would also 
cause the public to wonder why these 'Christians' could not have 
unity among themselves, deciding their differences privately and not 
putting their contentions to open ridicule. Those in the church are 
called to be saints, believers in spirit and truth, and to live 
accordingly. The things of God must be judged by the saints of God. 
Certainly there were such believers in that church. 

Some scholars have suggested that these disputes were over 
property, and 'dispute' indicates a lawsuit. If the Corinthians were 
not handling these minor disputes among their Christian brethren, how 
could they be responsible to decide matters at Christ's Second Coming 
in His millennial kingdom? (II Timothy 2:12; Revelation 20:4; Daniel 
7:22; Matthew 19 : 28 . ) 

Verse 3. 

To make his case stronger, Paul mentions that 'we shall judge 
angels.' This most likely refers to the time the fallen angels will 
be judged after the Second Coming, that Christians will have a part 
in it. (Revelation 19:19,20; 20:10.) There are no further details on 
this. Yet, if that is indeed a future responsibility, then it follows 
that you must be active now in exercising judgment about things that 
pertain to this life. 

Verse 4. 

It was legal for them to settle civil matters amongst 
themselves. To choose the 'least esteemed' would mean those most 
neutral, not actively involved in any disputes, therefore without 
personal bias. They would in effect be arbitrators. 

Verse 5. 

They should be ashamed of themselves, as if they were admitting 
that there was no person wise enough in their whole congregation to 
settle these disputes between brethren. 

Verse 6. 

As a result, brother was taking brother to court with a lawsuit 
against him, and this was in public, in front of unbelievers. What 
kind of witness was this presenting, of the value of their new faith? 
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Verse 7. 

This results in a public scandal against the Church of Christ. 
This is absolutely wrong. Where are the evidences of their faith - of 
peace, reverence, love of the brethren, forgiveness, mercy, 
forbearance, and reverence for God and His honor? 

The better path would be to take the wrong without response, to 
'suffer yourself to be defrauded.' Do not attempt to seek redress or 
do unto others what they have done unto you, as doing so always 
brings negative results. 

Verse 8. 

When you become aggressive against your brother, you do wrong. 
You may be causing more harm than what was originally done, or that 
you thought was done, to you. Again, remember, this is your Christian 
brother that you would be harming in doing so. You are required to be 
separated from the practices of evil in the world. You are children 
of God, and responsible to Him. If children, then also joint heirs 
with Christ (Romans 8:17). 

Verses 9,10. 

Those that are not children of God will not inherit the kingdom 
of God - those who have not been made righteous unto God. 

Paul goes on to list those evil practices, which were apparently 
only too common among the Gentiles of that time and place. No further 
comment or explanation is needed. 

Verse 11. 

To say 'such were some of you', Paul describes the change of 
condition of sinners that he had proclaimed the Gospel of forgiveness 
and salvation to - a new life, set apart unto God in a community of 
believers, a Church. They are washed, sanctified, and 'justified in 
the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.' 

Next - the absolute importance of considering the body as 
members of Christ, and temples of the Holy Spirit. 
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I Corinthians 6:12-20. The absolute importance of the body being 
considered the temple of the Holy Spirit. 

Glorify God in Your Body 

12 If All things are lawful unto me, but all things are not 
expedient: all things are lawful for me, but I will not be brought 
under the power of any. 

13 Meats for the belly, and the belly for meats: but God shall 
destroy both it and them. Now the body is not for fornication, but 
for the Lord; and the Lord for the body. 

14 And God hath both raised up the Lord, and will also raise up us 
by his own power. 

15 Know ye not that your bodies are the members of Christ? shall I 
then take the members of Christ, and make them the members of a 
harlot? God forbid. 

16 What! know ye not that he which is joined to a harlot is one 
body? for two, saith he, shall be one flesh 

17 But he that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit. 

18 Flee fornication. Every sin that a man doeth is without the 
body; but he that committeth fornication sinneth against his own 
body. 

19 What! know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost 
which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? 

20 For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your 
body, and in your spirit, which are God's. 

Verse 12. 

Paul here is suggesting that just because there were not civil 
laws against certain practices among the Corinthians, that does not 
mean they are in any way acceptable among Christians. 'Not expedient' 
means that they are not decent, proper, or pure, and must not be 
allowed in Christ's Church. Even if they are not outlawed by men, 
they are forbidden by God's law. That a person cannot give these 
things up means that they are under the power of that thing. He 
serves, or is the slave of, that thing that he cannot give up. To him 
it is a sin. Paul states that whether against any law or not, he will 
not be brought under the power of any such thing. 

Verse 13. 

Focus on the physical needs of the body. Food is provided for 
man's sustenance, and the stomach provided to digest that food. But 
these things are not eternal. All physical, sensual appetites will no 
longer exist after death. God will destroy both it, and them. 

Man's body was not made for immoral or indulgent sensuality, 
such as fornication. Man was created by God for salvation through His 
Son. Christ sacrificed Himself for both the body and the soul. We are 
granted, by faith, an intimate relationship with the Lord. As God's 
children, we must serve Him, as His representatives, as His Temples. 
Our separation unto Him becomes our testimony, our witness, in words 
and deeds to the rest of the world. 

Verse 14. 

Christ was raised up from the grave to show the way that 
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Christians would also be resurrected - by the same power of God. This 
will be for eternity. 

Verse 15. 

We are all members of Christ's body, His Church. To join with a 
harlot would dishonor and degrade the body, that is a member of 
Christ. God forbid. 

Verse 16. 

As the joining of a man and a woman sexually is described in 
Genesis 2:24, also Matthew 19:5, they become one flesh. This is in 
effect more than just a physical act. Christians have joined into a 
new union with the Lord, both physically and spiritually. Christians 
must not be 'joined to harlot' - dishonoring God and Our Lord. God 
only blessed marriage as representative of the union God describes as 
His and Christ's with believers. 

Verse 17. 

This union is also spiritual - 'joined unto the Lord is one 
spirit . ' 

Verse 18. 

One must run away from any such sensual sins. Don't ponder it, 
only turn away. These types of sins can have serious physical 
consequences - venereal diseases, A.I.D.S., etc. These are 
destructive to the body, therefore that person can be said to sin 
against his own body. 

Verse 19. 

Has this gotten your attention yet? Think on this - just as God 
dwells in the Mosaic tabernacle, and the Temple of Solomon, so also 
does the Holy Spirit dwell within genuine Christians. All that was 
within the Holy Temple of God, was dedicated to god's service, so 
also the whole Christian should be dedicated to serving God. To Him 
you are accountable. 

Verse 20. 

You are bought with a price. The price paid was the blood of 
Christ through the mercy and grace of our Heavenly Father. Our 
response to this gift of eternal salvation must be honor and 
gratitude because of this eternal value of pure love. We must show 
this in every effort of body, soul, and spirit, to serve our Lord and 
become more like Him, to bring honor and glory to God as His 
children . 

I Corinthians 7:1-17. Careful instructions concerning marriage. 
Problems concerning Marriage 

1 Now concerning the things whereof ye wrote unto me: It is good 
for a man not to touch a woman. 

2 Nevertheless, to avoid fornication, let every man have his own 
wife, and let every woman have her own husband. 

3 Let the husband render unto the wife due benevolence: and 
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likewise also the wife unto the husband. 

4 The wife hath not power of her own body, but the husband: and 
likewise also the husband hath not power of his own body, but the 
wife . 

5 Defraud ye not one the other, except it be with consent for a 
time, that ye may give yourselves to fasting and prayer; and come 
together again, that Satan tempt you not for your incontinency . 

6 But I speak this by permission, and not of commandment. 

7 For I would that all men were even as I myself. But every man 
hath his proper gift of God, one after this manner, and another after 
that. 

8 If I say therefore to the unmarried and widows, It is good for 
them if they abide even as I. 

9 But if they cannot contain, let them marry: for it is better to 
marry than to burn. 

10 U And unto the married I command, yet not I, but the Lord, Let 
not the wife depart from her husband: 

11 but and if she depart, let her remain unmarried, or be 
reconciled to her husband: and let not the husband put away his wife. 

12 If But to the rest speak I, not the Lord: If any brother hath a 
wife that believeth not, and she be pleased to dwell with him, let 
him not put her away. 

13 And the woman which hath a husband that believeth not, and if he 
be pleased to dwell with her, let her not leave him. 

14 For the unbelieving husband is sanctified by the wife, and the 
unbelieving wife is sanctified by the husband: else were your 
children unclean; but now are they holy. 

15 But if the unbelieving depart, let him depart. A brother or a 
sister is not under bondage in such cases: but God hath called us to 
peace. 

16 For what knowest thou, 0 wife, whether thou shalt save thy 
husband? or how knowest thou, 0 man, whether thou shalt save thy 
wife? 

17 If But as God hath distributed to every man, as the Lord hath 
called every one, so let him walk. And so ordain I in all churches. 

Verse 1. 

In opening this subject, Paul mentions that he had received a 
letter from this Church, which included questions on this subject. 
The first question asks if it is alright for a man to marry, 
considering the present difficulties in that Church. Would it be 
better for a man not to touch a woman? 

Verse 2. 

The only proper place for sex in God's plan for man was and is 
in marriage. Paul emphasizes here that this must be limited to one 
wife, and one husband. Multiple spouses are not acceptable, though 
practiced in various cultures at various times, even today. 

Verse 3. 

Considering the context, 'due benevolence' must refer to 
conjugal duty, both, mutually render. If not, the consequence will be 
alienation. This ultimately leads to seeking affection elsewhere, 
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thus adultery is the result. The excuse of 'being too holy or 
spiritual' is not acceptable. 

Verse 4. 

The responsibility each has is not to refuse the spouse in 
conjugal matters. There is no excuse before God. All are selfish and 
sinful . 

Verse 5. 

If any owe another, never refuse to pay. One exception is 
acceptable - if both agree, for a period of time, for spiritual 
purpose, such as fasting and prayer. By what follows, Paul here is 
including the subject of marriage. The couple must come together 
again, after the brief separation for special and spiritual 
observance. Otherwise, satan may tempt one, taking advantage of their 
abstinence, to seek sex illicitly. Incontinence means not having the 
strength to resist such sensual temptations. Though this word is not 
heard in our day, yet what it describes is observed throughout our 
'modern' culture. 

Verse 6. 

Paul's previous stern warning and directions are from his own 
judgment, not from any of God's commandments. 'By permission' 
suggests that it is under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

Verse 7. 

He wished, as being so much simpler, that all men could be 
single, as he is. This especially in distressful times and 
circumstances - much traveling, and persecution. But only those that 
are able to remain celibate have that ability as God's gift. To 
pretend otherwise has led to all manner of evil consequences in 
churches. Obviously, God's intention was for propagation of the human 
race, and also the church. 

Verse 8. 

Only one exception, Paul suggests, is alright - even better to 
remain single - for those whose spouse has died, the widow and 
widower. When he includes 'even as I', several of the early writers 
mention Paul as having been married. 

Verse 9. 

But if they find it difficult and uncomfortable, let them 
remarry. It is better than to be in constant distress. The word 
'burn' here is used metaphorically to describe a troubled or agitated 
condition, and not from lust. 

Verse 10. 

Paul wants to make certain that this is a command from the Lord, 
not just his opinion. At this time, divorces were easily obtained by 
either party, or mutual consent. To remarry was also as easily done. 
This was contrary to God's commandment. If the wife leaves her 
husband, she should not remarry. The only other option was to return 
to her husband. The only justification for dissolving the marriage 
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was if one spouse committed fornication. This destroyed the vows of 
marriage. Otherwise the husband had no right to put away his wife. 
Unfortunately at that time the Jews easily granted divorces for the 
simplest disagreements. 

Verses 12,13. 

Further advice from Paul - 'not the Lord'. This is concerning 
believers being married to unbelievers. This was a new and common 
occurrence in the beginning church. The measure was, if the spouse is 
content, or 'pleased' to dwell with the believing partner, then they 
should remain together. 

Verse 14. 

The unbelieving spouse is 'sanctified' by their believing 
partner. The believer's moral and spiritual character would be 
imputed to the unbelieving spouse. The influences of the believing 
one would be strong enough to reach agreement with the spouse for the 
sake of the children. They could be then welcomed in the Church. 
Otherwise they would be considered 'unclean' and not welcome in the 
Church . 

Verse 15. 

In the opposite situation, if the unbelieving spouse leaves, as 
a permanent rejection of that marriage, the other party must accept 
it. This situation dissolves the marriage. This is the way to keep 
peace with the remaining believer and any family, as God has called 
Christians to be. The believer should not be the cause of 
disagreements and demands that cause constant discord and tension. 

Verse 16. 

The believing spouse does not know whether their efforts will 
lead their partner to salvation or not. But by example, witness, and 
prayer, one does all that is proper. The rest is left up to God, and 
the results must be accepted as being according to His will. 

Verse 17. 

To close this entire subject of marriage, Paul gives a 
simplified description of his teaching on this subject - to whatever 
state God has called each individual to, let them perform the proper 
duties accordingly - 'so let him walk.' This is the general rule in 
all Churches, by God's authority. 

Next, Paul extends his subjects to the general rules in 
Christian societies. 
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I Corinthians - Lesson VIII 

I Corinthians 7:18-40. Continued discussion of general rules of 
conduct in Christian societies. 

18 Is any man called being circumcised? let him not become 
uncircumcised . Is any called in uncircumcision? let him not be 
circumcised . 

19 Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing, but the 
keeping of the commandments of God. 

20 Let every man abide in the same calling wherein he was called. 

21 Art thou called being a servant? care not for it: but if thou 
mayest be made free, use it rather. 

22 For he that is called in the Lord, being a servant, is the 
Lord's freeman: likewise also he that is called, being free, is 
Christ's servant. 

23 Ye are bought with a price; be not ye the servants of men. 

24 Brethren, let every man, wherein he is called, therein abide 
with God. 

25 If Now concerning virgins I have no commandment of the Lord: yet 

I give my judgment, as one that hath obtained mercy of the Lord to be 
faithful. 

26 I suppose therefore that this is good for the present distress, 
I say, that it is good for a man so to be. 

27 Art thou bound unto a wife? seek not to be loosed. Art thou 
loosed from a wife? seek not a wife. 

28 But and if thou marry, thou hast not sinned; and if a virgin 
marry, she hath not sinned. Nevertheless such shall have trouble in 
the flesh: but I spare you. 

29 But this I say, brethren, the time is short: it remaineth, that 
both they that have wives be as though they had none; 

30 and they that weep, as though they wept not; and they that 
rejoice, as though they rejoiced not; and they that buy, as though 
they possessed not; 

31 and they that use this world, as not abusing it: for the fashion 
of this world passeth away. 

32 If But I would have you without carefulness. He that is unmarried 
careth for the things that belong to the Lord, how he may please the 
Lord: 

33 but he that is married careth for the things that are of the 
world, how he may please his wife. 

34 There is difference also between a wife and a virgin. The 
unmarried woman careth for the things of the Lord, that she may be 
holy both in body and in spirit: but she that is married careth for 
the things of the world, how she may please her husband. 

35 And this I speak for your own profit; not that I may cast a 
snare upon you, but for that which is comely, and that ye may attend 
upon the Lord without distraction. 

36 If But if any man think that he behaveth himself uncomely toward 
his virgin, if she pass the flower of her age, and need so require, 
let him do what he will, he sinneth not: let them marry. 

37 Nevertheless he that standeth steadfast in his heart, having no 
necessity, but hath power over his own will, and hath so decreed in 
his heart that he will keep his virgin, doeth well. 

38 So then he that giveth her in marriage doeth well; but he that 
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giveth her not in marriage doeth better. 

39 If The wife is bound by the law as long as her husband liveth; 
but if her husband be dead, she is at liberty to be married to whom 
she will; only in the Lord. 

40 But she is happier if she so abide, after my judgment: and I 
think also that I have the Spirit of God. 

Verse 18. 

After completing his treatise on marriage, Paul tackles the 
subject of circumcision. It was a great cause of discord between 
Jewish converts to Christianity and the uncircumcised Gentiles. 

Simply put - if a man is called unto faith in Christ, let him 
remain as he was before, regarding this physical condition. 

Verse 19. 

The reason - circumcision is nothing. It was only an outward 
sign of the justification which would be afterward received by faith. 
In itself, it neither furthers nor hinders God's work of grace. What 
does matter is following the commandments of God that we are called 
to do as Christians. This is summed up in the sharing of our faith 
and love with others. 

Verse 20. 

Whatever situation a person is in when God brought them to 
salvation in Christ, they should be content there. It is according to 
God's purpose, and He will work all things together for good in that 
person's life. 

Verse 21. 

Paul's perspective of even the lowest class of people - servants 
or slaves. If a slave is converted to Christ, this has no effect on 
your salvation. But if you can become a free man, use it to your 
advantage . 

Verse 22. 

Being called in the Lord, as a slave, one becomes 'the Lord's 
freeman', and receives all the blessings of faith, peace, 
forgiveness, love, and joy. On the other hand, if a free person is 
called, they must consider themselves property of the Lord, to live 
according to His will and true to His commandments, a yoke which is 
light indeed. 

Verse 23. 

You were purchased from the bondage of sin and death by the 
blood of Christ. Avoid all possibility of becoming slaves to men. 

Verse 24. 

In whatever situation a person is in when called by God, remain 
there and live for God. That Paul gives direction on this subject, 
indicates that there must have been converted slaves at Corinth and 
some confusion had resulted. 
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Verse 25. 

As subsequent verses indicate, the word virgin is used for pure, 
unmarried persons of both sexes. Paul has no commandment of the Lord. 
Yet he considers his judgment as guided by the Spirit of truth, which 
is faithful to teach others. 

Verse 26. 

He describes the present time as the church being in distress. 
This word signifies persecutions, tribulation, calamity. This often 
came from heathen civil leaders, among others. Therefore, the civil 
authorities offered no protection, and sometimes were the persecutors 
themselves. At such a time, it would be extremely difficult for a man 
to have a wife and children, and provide for them, as well as for 
himself. To remain unmarried would make it easier for a person to 
take care of their own safety, as they would not be encumbered with a 
family. For this reason it was better to remain single. 

Verse 27. 

If you are in a marriage, that is a bond, a contract. Stay so, 
do not try to get out of it. If you have no wife, don't look for 
another. Again, stay single. 

Verse 28. 

But keep in mind - there is no law against marriage. Whether man 
or woman, both are free to marry. Among the many sects and disputing 
groups in Corinth, there must have been some that taught celibacy as 
a way to avoid sin (therefore not to marry). Again, Paul describes 
the trouble that would be encountered from the world, referring to 
persecution. This would make difficulties in providing for and 
keeping a family safe. Paul spares them from any description of the 
coming most difficult persecutions, as too heavy a burden to worry 
about, much less prepare for. 

Verse 29. 

The time is short. The emperor Nero was soon to carry out his 
plot - by blaming the Christians for the trouble, rebellion, and 
lawlessness, he would call for the persecution and killing of 
Christians. This would devastate the Church. At that time, those 
married would have no time to plan for or carry out the care or 
safety for their family. They must be as free from earthly concerns 
as possible. They must be prepared to escape for their life, or to be 
put to death. The court would require Christians to deny their faith 
in Christ, or be put to death. 

Verse 30. 

Whatever private concerns, whether happy or sad, will be 
overcome by the greater general persecution. Even so, continue daily 
activities, but keep in mind that whatever will happen, whatever you 
buy, will be taken away - the property or your life. 

Verse 31. 

Earthly things are important to 'those that use this world', 
whether property, job, and so forth. They should be conscientious in 
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their responsibilities, being aware of the transitory nature of 
earthly things. The present state of the world, possibly describing 
the Jewish nation, was to pass away in the near future. 

Verse 32. 

All these things are under the plan and power of God, therefore 
you do not need to be fearful. Those unmarried do not have the care 
of a family and that it involves. They can focus their efforts on 
those things that please and bring glory to God. 

Verse 33. 

But he that is married is responsible to care and provide for, 
and protect, his family, as well as please his wife. These are all 
related to the world. 

Verse 34. 

The woman is also in one situation or the other. The married 
woman is responsible to please her husband, worldly cares being a 
major concern and activity. An unmarried (virgin) woman can be holy 
in body and spirit, and serve the Lord fully. 

Verse 35. 

All these instructions are for the profit of the Church at 
Corinth, the unique situation they were in at that particular time. 
To not cast a snare means that Paul was not trying to demand 
compliance, but give judicious advice to make it easier for them to 
serve the Lord in difficult circumstances, without distraction. 

Verse 36. 

Different meanings of this verse have been suggested. 

1. The tradition among Jews and Christians was the father had 
power over their daughters. This included whether or not to give them 
in marriage. If he keeps her past, her prime of life, and she wishes 
to marry, it would be wrong to force her to stay. 

2. Another meaning considers the word 'virgin' to the condition 
'virginity'. This he keeps if he gives himself to the Lord's service. 
This depends on the purpose in his heart and the power of his will. 
If at some point, he thinks that it would be better to give away his 
virginity, if he has reached the age that tradition requires a man to 
marry. The Jews considered the proper time limit from 16,17 to 20. 
Gentiles considered it 30-35. It is no sin for the man to marry. 

Verse 37. 

This verse describes one who decides to keep his virginity. It 
is a good thing if a man has the conviction in his heart and 
willpower to follow it. This would put him in a better situation, 
considering perilous times, not to be encumbered by wife and family. 

Verse 38. 

To marry is okay, and not to marry is better. 
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Verse 39. 

To answer the question, should a woman remarry if her husband is 
dead? The reply - if the husband is alive, the law binds her to him. 
If he is dead, she would be free to remarry. 

Verse 40. 

To continue in life as a widow, Paul considers it the better 
choice, she will be happier if she does so, and again considering the 
distressful times. This remains the widow's choice, having been 
single and married, she can judge her own experience as to which 
state she would prefer. It is not wrong either way. Paul again 
emphasizes that his advice is under the inspiration and guidance of 
the Holy Spirit. This should carry enough weight to convince his 
readers that they should heed his instructions. 

Next, the subject of things offered to idols. 
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I Corinthians 8:1-13. Things offered to idols, and so forth. 
Food Offered to Idols 

1 Now as touching things offered unto idols, we know that we all 
have knowledge. Knowledge puffeth up, but charity edifieth. 

2 And if any man think that he knoweth any thing, he knoweth 
nothing yet as he ought to know. 

3 But if any man love God, the same is known of him. 

4 H As concerning therefore the eating of those things that are 
offered in sacrifice unto idols, we know that an idol is nothing in 
the world, and that there is none other God but one. 

5 For though there be that are called gods, whether in heaven or 
in earth, (as there be gods many, and lords many, ) 

6 but to us there is but one God, the Father, of whom are all 
things, and we in him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all 
things, and we by him. 

7 If Howbeit there is not in every man that knowledge: for some 
with conscience of the idol unto this hour eat it as a thing offered 
unto an idol; and their conscience being weak is defiled. 

8 But meat commendeth us not to God: for neither, if we eat, are 
we the better; neither, if we eat not, are we the worse. 

9 But take heed lest by any means this liberty of yours become a 
stumblingblock to them that are weak. 

10 For if any man see thee which hast knowledge sit at meat in the 
idol's temple, shall not the conscience of him which is weak be 
emboldened to eat those things which are offered to idols; 

11 and through thy knowledge shall the weak brother perish, for 
whom Christ died? 

12 But when ye sin so against the brethren, and wound their weak 
conscience, ye sin against Christ. 

13 Wherefore, if meat make my brother to offend, I will eat no 
flesh while the world standeth, lest I make my brother to offend. 

Verse 1. 

This subject was a continuing concern to the Corinthians. They 
had asked for Paul's advice. It would be helpful to first explain 
this controversy. Two opposing groups of Jews disputed over whether 
it was lawful to benefit or take some advantage from things used by 
Gentiles. One group held to the letter of the law - nothing having to 
do with idols was to be touched. The other following traditions of 
the Elders, could use animals if not marked with the sign of the 
idol. It was common that after an animal was sacrificed to an idol, 
it was butchered and sold with other animal flesh in the market. 

The problem was carried over into the Church when the law- 
following Jew became a believer in Christ and reinforced their 
previous scruples on this subject. On the other hand, Gentiles who 
had become Christians would now know that idols were false, having no 
truth or power, being imaginary. Therefore they were free from any 
scruple against eating any meat offered to meaningless idols. 

Paul's knowledge should be theirs also in Christ. All converted 
to Christ have sufficient understanding concerning idols and their 
worship. This includes the 'liberty' of not being bound by Jewish 
laws. Some, however, carry their knowledge in this freedom too far 
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and offend others. This knowledge and freedom tends to 'puff up' in 
such a way that is very akin to pride, and condemning those still 
scrupulous about this subject. To produce charity is best, to edify 
and help along those that don't yet understand the Christian 
perspective on this subject. 

Verse 2. 

The person that knows the liberty must also follow 'love thy 
neighbor as thyself.' This means they must take into account his 
brother's tender conscience concerning food and behavior and act 
accordingly, causing no discomfort or torment. Not doing this means, 
'he knoweth nothing yet as he ought to know.' 

Verse 3. 

Any man who loves God will bring with this love his neighbor. 
This person is approved of God as his true follower. 

Verse 4. 

Back to the eating of sacrifices to idols. First of all, it must 
be restated. There are no images or representatives in the world of 
the true God. They are made of metal, wood, and stone by men and have 
no meaning or power in themselves - 'an idol is nothing in the 
world . ' 

Verse 5. 

There are many images that supposedly represent those so called 
gods that are fanciful; they have no existence in the real world. 
'Whether in heaven or in earth' include the gods of the sun, moon, 
planets, stars, the ocean, the trees, rivers, and so on - very many 
gods and lords. These are part of Greek and Roman mythologies. 

Verse 6. 

But to the Christian there is but one God, the Father. He Who 
created all things, including human beings that could recognize Him 
and His glory, and respond by faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, 
becoming His children. We glorify Him in our service to Him to show 
forth His wisdom, truth, love, and kindness. Christ is the Head of 
the Church and upholder of the universe. To us, He has revealed the 
Father. By Him we are purchased, enlightened, pardoned, and given 
eternal salvation. 

Verse 7. 

The present circumstance about the Christian that still 
considers that eating something sacrificed to an idol, somehow brings 
with it acceptance or influence of the idol. Their conscience being 
weak, thinks this is sinful contact with the idol. 

Verse 8. 

What we eat does not 'commend us to God.' It has no spiritual 
value. We are not better if we eat, nor worse if we don't. It is a 
neutral subject. 
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Verse 9. 

The only spiritual value related to this subject is to not 
offend weak believers by eating things offered to idols. This even 
though you realize that idols are not real, and have no influence. 
That is your liberty, do not use it to create a stumbling block for 
the weak. 

Verse 10. 

For you, of good reputation, for knowledge of the True God, to 
be observed partaking of a feast in an idol's temple, might lead a 
weaker Christian to think that it is okay for him to also partake of 
the same activities. 

Verse 11. 

The danger here is that by following your conduct, the weak 
brother grieves the Holy Spirit and could slide back into idolatry, 
and perish. This seems to suggest that a Church member (brother) who 
is weak in their belief - and may be led or may turn back to the 
worldly ways and perish - may not have ever actually been converted 
to saving faith in Christ. They were under the influence of the Holy 
Spirit's call but never gave in. Thus by sliding back they could 
become hardened and consequently lost forever - dying spiritually. 

The other possibility is that, by 'perish', Paul means physical 
death. The true but weak believer would become so disturbed and 
uncomfortable in their conscience and thus grieved the Holy Spirit in 
them, all this would have serious detrimental effects on their minds 
and bodies as to cause illness and premature death. 

Verse 12. 

Which ever condition is true, both are wrong for a stronger 
believer to cause to happen. Thus to do so is a sin against a fellow 
believer and ultimately also as a sin against Christ. Christ died 
that all people have the opportunity to live eternally, forgiven, and 
blessed by God. 

Verse 13. 

Paul's conclusion shows how scrupulous his behavior would be. If 
his eating of meat sacrificed to idols would offend a brother, he 
would stop all flesh as long as the 'world standeth.' The most 
important thing to him was to avoid all possibility of causing a 
brother to stumble - to endanger their life or their salvation. The 
greater the knowledge and Christian standing, the greater 
responsibility to walk and talk as the best examples of Christ's 
representatives and missionaries, as leading others to faith in 
Christ . 

The greatest responsibility in every church is that of the 
leaders, preacher, teacher, elders, deacons, and so on. They are to 
share the Gospel with and reach out to the unsaved. At church 
meetings the greatest mission is to confirm all knowledge of the 
blessings that are parts of God's plan for His children. Also their 
responsibilities of newness of life, living for Christ in 
conversation and action. To encourage, build up, grow and mature in 
understanding, faith, and Godly activity. Also, to celebrate the 
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greatness of God and the Grace and Mercy given to us in His son. To 
pray without ceasing - for the lost, for those in ill health, or in 
tribulation. And, to avoid everything that would detract or distract 
from Christ and His calling, especially in believers' conversation 
and conduct outside of the church. Anything that would injure a 
weaker believer's conscience, or cause any others to think less of 
Christ because of a Christian's behavior. The world is watching and 
judging. 
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I Corinthians 9:1-27. The rights of apostleship. 
The Rights of Those Who Preach the Gospel 

1 Am I not an apostle? am I not free? have I not seen Jesus Christ 
our Lord? are not ye my work in the Lord? 

2 If I be not an apostle unto others, yet doubtless I am to you: 
for the seal of mine apostleship are ye in the Lord. 

3 If Mine answer to them that do examine me is this: 

4 Have we not power to eat and to drink? 

5 Have we not power to lead about a sister, a wife, as well as 
other apostles, and as the brethren of the Lord, and Cephas? 

6 Or I only and Barnabas, have not we power to forbear working? 

7 Who goeth a warfare any time at his own charges? who planteth a 
vineyard, and eateth not of the fruit thereof? or who feedeth a 
flock, and eateth not of the milk of the flock? 

8 11 Say I these things as a man? or saith not the law the same 
also? 

9 For it is written in the law of Moses, 
Thou shalt not muzzle the mouth of the ox 
that treadeth out the corn. 

Doth God take care for oxen? 

10 or saith he it altogether for our sakes? For our sakes, no 
doubt, this is written: that he that ploweth should plow in hope; and 
that he that thresheth in hope should be partaker of his hope. 

11 If we have sown unto you spiritual things, is it a great thing 
if we shall reap your carnal things? 

12 If others be partakers of this power over you, are not we 
rather? 

If Nevertheless we have not used this power; but suffer all things, 
lest we should hinder the gospel of Christ. 

13 Do ye not know that they which minister about holy things live 
of the things of the temple? and they which wait at the altar are 
partakers with the altar? 

14 Even so hath the Lord ordained that they which preach the gospel 
should live of the gospel. 

15 U But I have used none of these things: neither have I written 
these things, that it should be so done unto me: for it were better 
for me to die, than that any man should make my glorying void. 

16 For though I preach the gospel, I have nothing to glory of: for 
necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if I preach not the 
gospel! 

17 For if I do this thing willingly, I have a reward: but if 
against my will, a dispensation of the gospel is committed unto me. 

18 What is my reward then? Verily that, when I preach the gospel, I 
may make the gospel of Christ without charge, that I abuse not my 
power in the gospel. 

19 U For though I be free from all men, yet have I made myself 
servant unto all, that I might gain the more. 

20 And unto the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might gain the Jews; 
to them that are under the law, as under the law, that I might gain 
them that are under the law; 

21 to them that are without law, as without law, (being not without 
law to God, but under the law to Christ, ) that I might gain them that 
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are without law. 

22 To the weak became I as weak, that I might gain the weak: I am 
made all things to all men, that I might by all means save some. 

23 And this I do for the gospel's sake, that I might be partaker 
thereof with you. 

24 Tf Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one 
receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may obtain. 

25 And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all 
things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an 
incorruptible . 

26 I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one 
that beateth the air: 

27 but I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest 
that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be 
a castaway. 

Verse 1. 

Completely new subject. There must have been some questioning of 
Paul's apostleship. He begins as if answering - 'Am I not an 
apostle?' As if stating that he is an apostle, and possesses all the 
rights and privileges of an apostle. He also saw the risen Christ our 
Lord and was commissioned by Him. This was the necessity of the 
apostolic office. The fact of the Corinthian converts under the 
preaching are his work in the Lord. This was proof of God's working 
through him. 

Verse 2. 

Even though he may not be the founder or apostle of other 
churches, the Corinthian believers were sealed, approved by the 
greatest evidence and authority of the Lord. 

Verse 3. 

Paul answers to those that question him about this, as if 
appearing before a legal panel. The only proof necessary was their 
conversion to Christianity. 

Verse 4. 

During this time, those who labored in the Gospel ministry had 
the right, the authority, to expect provision of sustenance (food and 
drink) for their living. Nothing more, no personal profit. Their 
work, later in 19 th Century England, was called 'the cure of souls.' 
This would infer the care and nurture of believers, and/or the idea 
of a spiritual physician ministering to troubled souls in need of a 
cure. Either way, such a laborer is worthy of his hire. 

Verse 5. 

Paul here considers the apostles' right to marry 'a sister', a 
woman of the same faith, and therefore 'lead about' a wife. All 
ministers of the Gospel have that right, as accepted by Christ Who 
called them to that vocation, as natural, and proper. There is 
adequate evidence that Peter had a wife, whose mother Jesus healed 
(Matthew 8:14). Apparently both James and Jude were married, the half 
brothers of our Lord. This negates any who would require celibacy of 
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clergy. Chapter 7 of this epistle describes the proper benefits of 
marriage, over staying single. 

Verse 6. 

Paul questions whether only he and Barnabas have no right to be 
supported by their converts. This shows that the apostles in general 
did not support themselves by their own work. Paul and Barnabas, on 
the other hand, had a trade they could conveniently practice wherever 
they were. 

Verse 7. 

Other cases of workers whose labor includes being provided 
necessities. This is common sense, proper, and universally practiced. 
Obviously, soldiers don't pay for their own sustenance. A vintner 
would not raise grapes, then have to pay for their use. So also a 
shepherd should not have to pay for milk of the flock. 

Verse 8. 

Paul questions if these observations are purely worldly, of 
human reasoning only, or does the law of Moses show God's 
pronouncements on this subject. 

Verse 9. 

Example one from the Law - 'Thou shalt not muzzle the mouth of 
the ox that treadeth out the corn.' (Deuteronomy 25:4.) God made this 
provision for the ox, showing God's care and kindness. The next step 
of applying God's care then, to man, would include no less care and 
kindness toward a man's labor. 

Verse 10. 

The obvious conclusion - this provision was written for man's 
sake. To apply it directly to man's labor thus - he that plows or 
threshes does so in the hope of partaking of the fruit of that labor. 
This includes the kindness and providential care of God. 

Verse 11. 

To bring this discussion to spiritual things, consider that we 
have sown the Word of God among you. This has brought your great 
benefit of salvation and all spiritual blessings. Is it a big deal 
with you that you share with us 'your carnal things?' Obviously their 
earthy provisions (food and drink) to support the preacher and 
companions or family (wife) should not be withheld. 

Verse 12. 

Paul continues to question - do they take care of other 
missionaries, if so, then why not Paul and his companions, who 
brought so much benefit to them? The answer is obvious but not 
restated, for effect. Paul emphasizes they had the right to expect 
this provision, but did not require or demand it. They have worked 
with their own hands to pay their own way for their necessities. The 
ultimate purpose, to avoid any suggestion that their motive in 
preaching the Gospel was to gain anything from those that they spoke 
to, even earthly provisions. 



Lesson X continued 



53 



Verse 13. 

Again, Paul points out the well-known Jewish religious system. 
Those that served God in the Temple or around it, Levites, priests, 
officers, had the right to being supported in those services. The 
priests partook of the sacrifices. The Levites from the tithes, first 
fruits, and other offerings. In their vocation they 'minister about 
holy things . 1 

Verse 14. 

Christ has also ordained that the Gospel preacher should receive 
support from those that hear them. Jesus said in Matthew 10:10 - 'The 
workman is worthy of his meat.' Also, Luke 10:7 - 'For the laborer is 
worthy of his hire.' The context in both verses is about the preacher 
of the Gospel. 

Verse 15. 

Paul has not used any of these situations, whether in the Law, 
Christ's statements, or the common civil practices to gain support 
for himself. He is also not presently doing so. It was vitally 
important to Paul that he refused to be placed in that category. He 
would rather die than to be a burden to anyone. (See also II 
Corinthians 11 : 10 . ) 

Verse 16. 

Paul states that he cannot boast about being a preacher of the 
Gospel. It was not his choice, skill, or power. He was called, 
commissioned, and given the power of the Holy Spirit to speak the 
Word of God. To even attempt to reject this calling would bring dire 
consequences. 

Verse 17. 

To 'do this thing willingly, I have a reward.' If otherwise he 
can only expect compensation from those he preaches to. This would 
bring no special reward from God. 

Verse 18. 

Paul is claiming that his personal reward is his being able to 
say that he preaches the Gospel without charge. He has the right to 
claim compensation from them, but has chosen not to. No one can 
accuse him of preaching for his own profit. 

This point of compensation between preacher and congregation has 
remained an issue of contention and abuse, on both sides. 

Verse 19. 

Paul is under no obligation to anyone, yet he has chosen to be a 
servant unto all, that he can reach more people with the Gospel of 
Christ . 

Verse 20. 

To reach the Jews, he had acted as a Jew. One instance recorded 
in Acts 16:3 - he circumcised Timothy in consideration of the 
unconverted Jews there. To those Jews, converted but still feeling 
obligated to follow the Mosaic Law, he acted accordingly. One 
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instance, in Acts 21:26 - he purified himself in the Temple. He did 
not actually consider himself under the law. His motive was, again, 
that others may be reached to receive salvation from God through 
Christ Jesus. 

Verse 21. 

Now referring to the Gentiles who had not received God's law, 
they had no comparable written law. This indicates that he could 
address them, not as a Jew, but according to their understanding of 
the principles of eternal law, sin, and punishment, as their 
consciences were aware of. This would awaken in them the eternal 
importance of accepting the Gospel of Christ unto salvation. Paul 
always was following his calling, under 'the law of Christ', in 
preaching the Gospel to all nations. 

Verse 22. 

The last example, to the weak, he became weak that he might 
reach some for Christ. His motive is clearly stated. He did all he 
could to communicate with whoever he came in contact with. He tried 
with all his understanding to speak to them from their own situation 
and circumstances in life. He spoke from his heart, of love and 
sincere desire for their salvation. By the power and ministry of the 
Holy Spirit, the hearts of some of those who heard him were quickened 
and believed his message unto salvation. 

Verse 23. 

The ultimate reward to Paul was that he would receive all the 
blessings unto eternity among many brethren, that were also his 
spiritual children in the Gospel of Christ. 

Verse 24. 

Paul here refers to the Olympic type games, especially the 
running races. He advises all to run earnestly, with their best 
effort. Though in an earthly race, only one would get the prize, but 
in heaven, all would 'obtain.' 

Verse 25. 

Again, the earthly runner did serious and difficult exercise and 
preparation to be the best runner in the race. They are temperate in 
all things. They had to be careful in diet, and avoid all earthly 
distractions from their goal. This was all done to win 'a corruptible 
crown'. At that time, the prize was a crown woven from leaves of a 
plant, usually laurel or olive. They began to wither when cut from 
the plant and had no lasting value. The Christian's reward was in 
complete contrast - 'incorruptible', and therefore was everlasting. 

Verse 26. 

Again, in the foot-race, all ran not knowing who would win, 
therefore 'uncertainly'. Not so with the Christian. A description of 
the boxer, who is practicing ' shadowboxing ' or one who does so for 
show, beats the air. Paul's efforts are not so but aimed and well 
carried through, as if fighting for his life. 
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Verse 27. 

What is necessary to be best prepared, even as an athlete. The 
body must be disciplined according to the contest, kept alert, 
strong, with great endurance. This also describes the opposite 
activities who are conformed to the values and practices of the 
world, where every physical passion is pursued and indulged in. 

Paul insists that he has and would continue to focus his efforts 
on spiritual matters, his responsibilities in living according to his 
calling. He avoided those physical temptations, bringing his 'body 
into subjection', to God's Spirit. He felt that he must perform 
according to his own message to others, otherwise he could be a 
'castaway'. Most likely Paul is stressing the complete necessity of 
doing one's best in God's service as the most serious activity of 
one's life, as if it were possible to be cast out. 

Chapter 10 is next - mysteries in Jewish history and the Gospel. 
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I Corinthians 10:1-33. Mysteries in Jewish history and the 
Gospel. 

Warning against Idolatry 

1 Moreover, brethren, I would not that ye should be ignorant, how 
that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the 
sea; 

2 and were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; 

3 and did all eat the same spiritual meat; 

4 and did all drink the same spiritual drink; for they drank of 
that spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock was Christ. 

5 But with many of them God was not well pleased: for they were 
overthrown in the wilderness. 

6 Tf Now these things were our examples, to the intent we should 
not lust after evil things, as they also lusted. 

7 Neither be ye idolaters, as were some of them; as it is written, 
The people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to play. 

8 Neither let us commit fornication, as some of them committed, 
and fell in one day three and twenty thousand. 

9 Neither let us tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted, and 
were destroyed of serpents. 

10 Neither murmur ye, as some of them also murmured, and were 
destroyed of the destroyer. 

11 Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they 
are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are 
come. 

12 Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he 
fall. 

13 There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: 
but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that 
ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, 
that ye may be able to bear it. 

14 If Wherefore, my dearly beloved, flee from idolatry. 

15 I speak as to wise men; judge ye what I say. 

16 The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of 
the blood of Christ? The bread which we break, is it not the 
communion of the body of Christ? 

17 For we being many are one bread, and one body: for we are all 
partakers of that one bread. 

18 Behold Israel after the flesh: are not they which eat of the 
sacrifices partakers of the altar? 

19 What say I then? that the idol is any thing, or that which is 
offered in sacrifice to idols is any thing? 

20 But I say, that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they 
sacrifice to devils, and not to God: and I would not that ye should 
have fellowship with devils. 

21 Ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord, and the cup of devils: ye 
cannot be partakers of the Lord's table, and of the table of devils. 

22 Do we provoke the Lord to jealousy? are we stronger than he? 

Do All to the Glory of God 

23 If All things are lawful for me, but all things are not 
expedient: all things are lawful for me, but all things edify not. 
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24 Let no man seek his own, but every man another's wealth. 

25 Whatsoever is sold in the shambles, that eat, asking no question 
for conscience' sake: 

26 for the earth is the Lord's, and the fulness thereof. 

27 If any of them that believe not bid you to a feast, and ye be 
disposed to go; whatsoever is set before you, eat, asking no question 
for conscience' sake. 

28 But if any man say unto you, This is offered in sacrifice unto 
idols, eat not for his sake that showed it, and for conscience' sake: 
for the earth is the Lord's, and the fulness thereof: 

29 conscience, I say, not thine own, but of the other: for why is 
my liberty judged of another man's conscience? 

30 For if I by grace be a partaker, why am I evil spoken of for 
that for which I give thanks? 

31 If Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do 
all to the glory of God. 

32 Give none offense, neither to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor 
to the church of God: 

33 even as I please all men in all things, not seeking mine own 
profit, but the profit of many, that they may be saved. 

Verses 1,2. 

Paul is going to explain what God expected of Christians by 
describing what had happened to the Jews. In the first 5 verses he 
lists the unique things that the Jews experienced by God's ordinances 
under Moses. Paul wants the Corinthians to understand and not be 
ignorant, concerning what God expected them to do to serve Him as 
Christians. 

First - all our fathers were under the cloud and passed through 
the sea. These were types of baptism. The cloud was the miraculous 
one in the wilderness. It formed a pillar to direct their journey. It 
was a pillar of fire to light the camp at night. It was also a 
covering by day, to protect them from the scorching rays of the sun, 
almost as sprinkled upon them. This baptized them into Moses, the 
covenant which brought them under obligation to follow those precepts 
God gave through Moses. In a like manner, Christians are baptized 
into Christ, this thereby brought obligation to follow the precepts 
of the Gospel. 

Verse 3. 

Also all ate the same spiritual meat. Though this included the 
Passover Lamb, here Paul is describing those things experienced in 
the wilderness and therefore the food God provided miraculously - the 
quail, but more specifically, the manna, here described as spiritual, 
as a type of the true bread of life, which came down from heaven, 
Jesus the Christ. Jesus mentions this in John 6:31-48. He describes 
Himself thusly, as the bread that came down to give life to the 
world . 

Verse 4. 

They also drank the same spiritual drink. This was also provided 
by miracle, therefore spiritual water from the rock. That rock was 
Christ as the One that provided it, and continued to follow them, and 
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continued to provide water for them. This was the opinion of the 
ancient Jews. Otherwise the rock represented Christ's presence with 
them . 

Verse 5. 

But many of them were overthrown in the wilderness. All 
experienced God's miracles of their preservation through the Exodus 
and in the wilderness. Many did not accept and believe in God's plan 
of salvation for them, but continued to long for the 'flesh-pots' of 
Egypt, even their idols. The majority of that generation died in the 
wilderness, not accounted worthy to enter the promised land. 

Verse 6. 

Again Paul emphasizes that these things should be recognized as 
examples for the present children of God - 'we should not lust after 
evil things as they also lusted.' The punishments visited upon them 
should convince us of what could also come upon those that presently 
follow their example. (Numbers 11:4.) Some of the Corinthians were 
apparently still lusting after the flesh of the idol feasts, a great 
scandal against Christianity. 

Verse 7. 

To do this gave the impression that they believed in the idols. 
Exodus 32:6, which Paul is quoting here, describes the routine, that 
after the eating and drinking, other impure fleshly activities were 
practiced. Even the appearance of such impropriety must be avoided. 

Verse 8. 

Paul names the excess from the former activities - fornication. 
Among the Israelites who were guilty of this, 24,000 people died in 
one day, by a plague from God, as punishment (Numbers 25:9). 

Verse 9. 

We are not to act in any such way, that would even appear to 
tempt Christ, as they did. Paul again refers to the presence of God 
with them representing their Savior, therefore Christ. They tempted 
God by not being thankful and content with with what God provided for 
them. They presumed to tell God what they wanted and expected, and 
when. This led to punishment of being 'destroyed of serpents'. 
(Numbers 21 : 6 . ) 

Verse 10. 

Watch out also of murmuring against the Lord as they did, and 
were destroyed. (Numbers 14:2,29; 16:41.) They complained about the 
manna, the wilderness, pretending that God had failed in His promises 
to them. They were destroyed by death, whether plague or serpents - 
God's judgments against them. 

The situation in Corinth was considered by Paul to be so 
dangerous and extreme that these direct and dramatic examples must be 
accepted as warnings to them. They must not murmur against God or 
Paul for warning them against the participation in idolatrous rites 
or feasts as the Israelites did in the wilderness. 
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Verse 11. 

These things happened and were recorded and must be considered 
examples to learn from and be guided by. 'Upon whom the ends of the 
world are come.' It seems most likely that Paul, here, refers to the 
end of the time included in the duration of the Mosaic economy. Those 
things that happened near the beginning are examples to those now 
experiencing the end of that age. It has also been suggested that 
both 'ages' or 'ends' include a 40 year duration. The Israelites were 
40 years in the wilderness. The nation of Israel was going to end in 
70 A.D., 40 years from the end of Christ. Both were punishments of 
God for unbelief. 

Verse 12. 

Each believer must also take stock of themselves, to be aware of 
their actual condition. Stay alert. We must remember that we stand 
not on our own, or by our actions or will, but by God's grace and 
blessing. We must be continually depending on God, by faith, by 
prayer, by obeying His law of love and forgiveness. Also be 
constantly aware of temptations, to avoid and resist, though they are 
all around us, all the time. Take heed lest you fall. 

Verse 13. 

One of the most comforting verses in the Scriptures. The 
Corinthians have not faced any temptations but those that are common 
to all people. The word translated here as 'common' could also be 
termed 'moderate', average, every day. 

Also realize that the faithfulness of God watches over you. He 
will not allow you to be tempted above the strength he has given you. 
When any temptation comes, He will 'make a way to escape', so that 
you will be able to 'bear it'. In other words, He will provide a way 
of deliverance from the temptation. 

Verse 14. 

They should recognize the temptation of idolatry as of no great 
value, but common. Therefore, it should be easily rejected and 
avoided . 

Verse 15. 

Paul addresses the Corinthians as wise, and that they should 
readily understand the propriety of rejecting idol worship, as having 
no actual value. Idols can do nothing, either for or against anyone. 
For the Christian, any association with any such things is 
unacceptable. 

Verse 16. 

To show the complete contrast that Christians are partakers of, 
Paul describes the union with Christ through the Lord's Supper. In 
Communion, the cup representing His blood, the bread, His body. This 
is in fellowship and remembrance of Him. 

Verse 17. 

The many are joined together, the one bread or loaf, signifying 
one body, we are all part of the body of Christ; in this manner we 
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celebrate and commemorate His sacrificial death for us to atone for 
our sins. 

Verse 18. 

Another example concerns the Jews who offer sacrifices, such as 
the Passover Lamb, partake of those sacrifices, a confirmation of 
their connection and beliefs concerning who the sacrifices are for - 
their God. 

Verse 19. 

These two examples prove the meaningful relationships between 
rites of worship directly connected to the realities of God and 
Christ. What Paul is saying is that acknowledging idols are not true, 
real, or of any value - what then is the point of having anything to 
do with them, or sacrificing to them? But it gives the appearance of 
approval. 

Verse 20. 

Further proof against the idols. Whether they realize it or not, 
the Gentiles who sacrifice and join in rites of idol worship are 
involving themselves with the baser powers of darkness and evil, 
demons. These rites involve gross and excessive passions and fleshly 
appetites, all abominations to God. No Christian should have anything 
to do with those forces that work against God and His Righteousness. 

Verse 21. 

For further emphasis - the contrast. Either the Lord's cup, or 
that of devils - the Lord's table, or that of the devil. How can 
anyone who claims to be a Christian also partake of these idol rites? 
This must not happen. 

Verse 22. 

Do so and God may be forced to punish you. Do you think you can 
escape or resist His power? Be aware that this is rebellion against 
Him and cannot be tolerated by Him or in His Church. 

Verse 23. 

Paul again expresses his freedom in all matters of eating - no 
food actually affects the spirit. But because some think otherwise, 
he chooses not to do that which would in any way injure their weak 
consciences, or offend them. This would not help or edify them, and 
so it will not be done. 

Verse 24. 

The life principle that Paul is teaching is that of seeking the 
welfare of others first, not their own benefit. 

Verse 25. 

The meat that was left over from the sacrifices was given to the 
priests who often sold it in the public meat market. This was 
acceptable to Paul. It no longer had any connection with the rites of 
idol worship. Where the meat came from was of no importance, so don't 
ask. Avoid any chance of feeling guilty 'for conscience' sake'. This 
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mainly refers to the Jewish converts that brought with them their 
many scruples concerning eating - where the food came from, how it 
was prepared, how it was served, who they ate with, and so on. 

Verse 26. 

To free them from all such considerations, Paul suggest they 
consider the fact that God created everything on earth, and the earth 
itself. Its plants and animals are the fulness thereof, and provided 
as good and pure for man's use. 

Verse 27. 

If a believer is invited to a meal at an unbeliever's request, 
they are to eat whatever is set before them, without questioning its 
origin, again 'for conscience' sake'. 

Verse 28. 

The one exception would be if someone with a weaker 
understanding of this circumstance points out to you that the meat 
was offered to idols, then don't eat it for that person's sake, not 
to injure their conscience. This even though you believe in God's 
providence in all food products. 

Verses 29,30. 

Paul insists that he should not be judged against because he has 
liberty in the Gospel to eat any food as God's providence, and he 
gives thanks to God for it. His conscience is clear, though the 
weaker brother's is not. 

Verse 31. 

The point of a person's actions must all be guided by the 
principle of bringing glory to God. This includes those things 
'indifferent', where Scripture records no prohibitions, or 
commandments . 

Verse 32. 

The point, again stated, is to do everything necessary to avoid 
giving offense to others - Jews, Gentiles, or Church members. Don't 
offend unbelievers - doing so would push them away from Christianity. 
Don't offend weaker brethren within the Church. 'Give none offense! 1 

Verse 33. 

This is Paul's example of his own life and efforts. All things 
he does for others, and not for himself, or his own profit. He seeks 
their profit, and the greatest profit he can bring them is that they 
might be saved. 

Though some of the described circumstances have changed, Paul's 
example and advice will always apply to every Christian's highest 
calling - to speak and act for others' benefit and ultimate 
salvation . 
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I Corinthians - Lesson XII 

I Corinthians 11:1-17. Irregularities in the Corinthian public 
worship . 

1 Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ. 
The Covering of Women's Heads 

2 Tf Now I praise you, brethren, that ye remember me in all things, 
and keep the ordinances, as I delivered them to you. 

3 But I would have you know, that the head of every man is Christ; 
and the head of the woman is the man; and the head of Christ is God. 

4 Every man praying or prophesying, having his head covered, 
dishonoreth his head. 

5 But every woman that prayeth or prophesieth with her head 
uncovered dishonoreth her head: for that is even all one as if she 
were shaven. 

6 For if the woman be not covered, let her also be shorn: but if 
it be a shame for a woman to be shorn or shaven, let her be covered. 

7 For a man indeed ought not to cover his head, forasmuch as he is 
the image and glory of God: but the woman is the glory of the man. 

8 For the man is not of the woman; but the woman of the man. 

9 Neither was the man created for the woman; but the woman for the 
man . 

10 For this cause ought the woman to have power 1 on her head 
because of the angels. 

11 Nevertheless neither is the man without the woman, neither the 
woman without the man, in the Lord. 

12 For as the woman is of the man, even so is the man also by the 
woman; but all things of God. 

13 Judge in yourselves: is it comely that a woman pray unto God 
uncovered? 

14 Doth not even nature itself teach you, that, if a man have long 
hair, it is a shame unto him? 

15 But if a woman have long hair, it is a glory to her: for her 
hair is given her for a covering. 

16 But if any man seem to be contentious, we have no such custom, 
neither the churches of God. 

Disorder at the Lord's Supper 

17 U Now in this that I declare unto you I praise you not, that ye 
come together not for the better, but for the worse. 

Verse 1. 

The general rule - as apostle to the Gentiles, called 
specifically to that office by Christ Himself, Paul calls upon these 
believers to be instructed and guided by him in their faith and 
practice. 

Verse 2. 

This verse describes previous ordinances that Paul had 
communicated to them, and he praises those that followed them 
carefully. 
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Verse 3. 

Obviously, all members of this church did not. He starts with - 
'But I would have you know'. Then the proper order of things - Christ 
is head of every man. The man is the head of the woman, and the head 
of Christ is God. God sent His Son to redeem man. Christ came and 
sacrificed His life for all people. Every believer recognizes Christ 
as Lord, to the glory of the Father. Every believing woman was to 
accept the institution given by God in the beginning - the woman in 
dependence upon and subjection to the man. 

Verse 4. 

To begin, in public worship, every man who acts in praying, or 
prophesying (which includes to teach, exhort, comfort, or preach), 
must not have his head covered (by cap, turban, or any other 
covering). Any covering was considered a sign of subjection. This was 
contrary to the role of standing as Christ's minister or 
representative to speak the word of God. Thus, not proper. 

Verses 5,6. 

Now, consider a woman standing up in public worship and 
performing the same role of praying, edifying, and so forth as a man. 
This was predicted by the prophet Joel (2:28), and referred to by 
Peter in Acts 2:17. This was accepted as genuine in the churches. 
Paul only marked this one difference - the man must not cover his 
head, being Christ's representative, while the woman must have her 
head covered, as to show subjection to the man as God had ordained 
from the beginning. 

It was also a strict custom among both Greeks and Romans. Among 
the Jews it was a clearly stated law. No woman should be seen in 
public without a covering (a veil). To do so would dishonor her 
husband. Those women who appeared without covering at that time were 
those engaged in prostitution or adultery. Those found guilty of such 
crimes were punished by having their hair shaved off and sold into 
servitude or slavery. Paul dramatically insists an uncovered head of 
a woman in public worship should be considered as shameful as 
appearing with hair 'shorn or shaven'. But rather than insisting that 
she be shorn, it must be obvious that it is most reasonable for her 
to cover her head. 

This is a general cultural custom, speaking to the motive behind 
a woman's appearance in public. If she had her head uncovered, she 
was seeking to physically attract the attention of men to herself. 
Her intent was clear. Times have changed so much - in our culture, 
whole industries and their various products and enhancements and 
advertisements seek to make woman more attractive at all times, and 
in all places. Try to imagine Paul exposed to just one day in a large 
city in the U.S. 

Verse 7. 

The common custom among Greeks and Romans was for the men to 
appear in public meetings without cap or turban. To do so might 
suggest that he had a guilty conscience, a feeling of shame. On the 
contrary, he was given authority by God, created in God's image to 
show God's glory. The woman is the representative of the power and 
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authority of the man in the home and family, even as he has authority 
over the earth, the use of plants, animals, and so forth. 

Verse 8. 

The man must not be considered as belonging to the woman, but 
the woman to the man. 

Verse 9. 

Going back to creation, the woman was made for the man, to be 
his proper partner and helper. 

Verse 10. 

This verse has been interpreted in a variety of ways. The 
original translators inserted one of the largest marginal readings 
concerning the words 'power on her head.' They wrote that this must 
be a covering, the sign of her being under the power of her husband. 
It is common in both Testaments for the sign of things to be called 
by the name of what they represent. 

The mention of 'the angels' most likely refers to the common 
belief among the Jews that the holy angels observe what is going on, 
on Earth. As Paul wrote in Hebrews 1:14 - 'Are they not all 
ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be 
heirs for salvation?' Thus it is suggested that they would be 
especially present in worship services. Therefore it is most proper 
for women to have their heads covered. This signified as well her 
separation from all others, joined to one man (husband), and under 
his authority. 

Verse 11. 

Both are equally dependent on the other, as in God's plan for 
the continuance of the human race. So also in Christian communities, 
both have the same rights and privileges. 

Verse 12. 

To put it another way - from creation, the woman was created 
from the side of Adam, and from then all men are born from the womb 
of the woman. All were created by God, His plan, His providence, His 
creatures. 

Verse 13. 

Use your own common sense. The heathen priestesses did their 
ceremonies uncovered, even with disheveled hair. For Christian women 
to do the same, must be considered disgraceful. 

Verse 14. 

Nature has shown that men have traditionally been focused on the 
most essential activities of life and not on their own attractiveness 
as most readily seen in a person's hair. For a man to choose to have 
long hair and spend time taking care of its appearance was considered 
effeminate, especially if dressed, frizzled, or curled. Among the 
Jews it was only seen on one who took a Nazarite vow - they let their 
hair grow to show their 'humiliation', humbling themselves before men 
and unto God. Paul regarded men's long hair as either a sign of 
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humiliation or being womanish. Therefore it was considered a shame 
for a man to have long hair. 

Verse 15. 

A woman's long hair is an ornament or a 'glory' to her, adding 
to her attractiveness. Both nature and Paul agree on this. Also in 
certain circumstances the hair could be considered a covering and 
serve as a veil. 

Verse 16. 

This appears to have caused disturbances among the church 
members at Corinth. Anyone who argued against these guidelines must 
be informed and accept the facts - neither among Jewish Christians or 
Gentile, none practiced any long hair on men, or women uncovered in 
worship . 

Verse 17. 

To conclude this subject, Paul directly writes - 'I praise you 
not.' They should be coming together and trying to do what is better, 
but they seem to be doing the opposite, having arguments and 
disturbances, all of which is worse. 

Next, in the following verses, Paul turns his attention to the 
irregularities, even heresies concerning their observance of the 
Lord's Supper. 
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I Corinthians 11:18-34. Paul condemns certain errors that have 
crept in during his absence. First, the celebration of the Lord's 
Supper . 

18 For first of all, when ye come together in the church, I hear 
that there be divisions among you; and I partly believe it. 

19 For there must be also heresies among you, that they which are 
approved may be made manifest among you. 

20 When ye come together therefore into one place, this is not to 
eat the Lord's supper. 

21 For in eating every one taketh before other his own supper: and 
one is hungry, and another is drunken. 

22 What! have ye not houses to eat and to drink in? or despise ye 
the church of God, and shame them that have not? What shall I say to 
you? shall I praise you in this? I praise you not. 

The Institution of the Lord's Supper 

23 Tf For I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered 
unto you, That the Lord Jesus, the same night in which he was 
betrayed, took bread: 

24 and when he had given thanks, he brake it, and said, Take, eat; 
this is my body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of 
me . 

25 After the same manner also he took the cup, when he had supped, 
saying, This cup is the new testament in my blood: this do ye, as oft 
as ye drink it, in remembrance of me. 

26 For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do 
show the Lord's death till he come. 

Partaking of the Supper Unworthily 

27 If Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup 
of the Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty of the body and blood of the 
Lord . 

28 But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, 
and drink of that cup. 

29 For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh 
damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord's body. 

30 For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many 
sleep. 

31 For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged. 

32 But when we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that we 
should not be condemned with the world. 

33 If Wherefore, my brethren, when ye come together to eat, tarry 
one for another. 

34 And if any man hunger, let him eat at home; that ye come not 
together unto condemnation. And the rest will I set in order when I 
come . 

Verse 18. 

Paul has received information about divisions in their church. 
Three different groups have maintained their separate practices, 
especially concerning the Lord's Supper. 
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Verse 19. 

This must spring from serious disagreements about 
well as ceremonies to be practiced in the church. What 
acted upon, agreed upon and acted out in unity was not 
church was working on. Their divisions and contentions 
continuing . 

Verse 20. 

Apparently, when they met together, they first of all ate a 
regular meal and not the Lord's Communion until sometime after that. 

Verse 21. 

In addition, they did not share and have a common meal. Each one 
brought what they could for themselves. Some had a grand feast, 
others did not have enough to satisfy their hunger, and some were 
drunk. These groups may have been divided along class lines. 

Verse 22. 

All of this was a scandal and a shameful practice for the church 
of God. The more wealthy should do all their feasting at home, not at 
Church meeting where so many were shamed because they have little. 
This practice was wrong and hurtful, worthy of no praise. 

Verses 23,24. 

They must center their focus on the sacred institution of the 
Lord's Supper as Jesus taught His disciples, the same night that He 
was betrayed. He took bread, gave thanks for it, and said 'Take, eat: 
this is my body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of 
me . ' 

Paul is also emphasizing that, to the Jewish converts, 
especially, he had received specific directions from the Lord about 
this. This was to celebrate the fulfillment of that which the 
Passover lamb was the type, which He was to accomplish when His body 
was broken and His blood shed for them. 

Verse 25. 

In the same manner, He took the cup, sipped, and said: 'This cup 
is the New Testament in my blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, 
in remembrance of me.' 

Verse 26. 

As the Passover had spared their lives and let them out of 
bondage in Egypt, now the Lamb of God was to be sacrificed, and 
redeem man from the bondage of sin and its penalty - death. This 
Communion is for continually remembering and keeping before us the 
price Jesus paid, until He comes. 

Verse 27. 

This ordinance is sacred and must be observed with gravity. It 
is an offering to be received in remembrance of God's love to those 
that partake. God's love embodied in the sacrifice of His Son, our 
Savior. To do so in any other manner is called 'unworthily'. Paul has 
already described the disturbing practices among the Corinthians. To 
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do so, that person in effect is guilty of condemning and agreeing 
with the crucifixion of the Lord Jesus. This has serious consequences 
as Paul describes in verses 29 and 30. 

Verse 28. 

Before partaking of Communion, each person must examine 

themselves, that they believe and accept the bread and wine as 

representing the broken body and spilled blood of Christ. 

Verse 29. 

To eat and drink 'unworthily' will bring judgment and/or 
punishment. This is meant as chastisement or correction as a father 
punishes misbehavior of his children, to keep them on the right path 
and in God's favor. 

Verse 30. 

Because of the profane excesses already described, Paul may be 
referring here to God's inflicting upon those guilty, consequential 
diseases or afflictions and a number of them dying. On the other 
hand, these consequences may have been the natural result of their 
excesses of food and drinking. Paul refers to a Christian's death as 
asleep in Jesus (I Thessalonians 4:14). 

Verse 31. 

If we realize and admit to ourselves that we have done something 
wrong, and humble ourselves and ask God for forgiveness, we will not 
be judged or punished for that indiscretion. 

Verse 32. 

To not judge ourselves, then we are judged by God and chastened 
according to our need of being corrected and face our error and 
repent of it. Thus we remain in the fold and are kept from the 
condemnation with the world. 

Verse 33. 

In conclusion on this subject, from now on, when the brethren 
come together to celebrate this ordinance, they must wait for all to 
assemble and partake in unity, not in diverse disputing groups. Also 
it must be limited to bread and wine, with no other food or drink - 
no other meal involved in it. 

Verse 34. 

If anyone is hungry, they must eat in their home for their 
physical needs. The Communion service is sacred and spiritual. To do 
otherwise brings negative consequences as already described. To close 
this subject, Paul promises to clear up, 'to set in order', any other 
details, when he actually comes there. This is his serious intention. 
It is generally believed that he did visit them about a year later 
from the time of this letter. 
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I Corinthians 12:1-7. 
Spiritual Gifts 

1 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not have you 
ignorant . 

2 Ye know that ye were Gentiles, carried away unto these dumb 
idols, even as ye were led. 

3 Wherefore I give you to understand, that no man speaking by the 
Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed: and that no man can say that 
Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost. 

4 Tf Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 

5 And there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord. 

6 And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God 
which worketh all in all. 

7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to 
profit withal. 

Verse 1. 

Now Paul turns to the subject of spiritual gifts. He wants to be 
certain that they know and understand the essentials. It appears that 
they had corresponded with him on this subject, especially related to 
persons. It also appears that there were some dissensions on the 
subject. Paul wants them to know the source, the purpose - that each 
person may serve the Church according to God's plan. 

Verse 2. 

He reminds them of their background, before becoming Christians. 
As Gentiles they were heathens. They were 'carried away unto these 
dumb idols.' They were led by earthly passions to participate in so- 
called 'worship' calculated to excite and gratify the senses and 
appetites. 

Paul calls the idols dumb in the sense of having no ability to 
speak. They were made out of earthly material (whether wood or stone 
or clay), by men. They had no power or effect in this world. 

Verse 3. 

On the contrary, God alone could communicate His will by Divine 
inspiration. The heathen priests and priestesses pretended to receive 
messages from their deities. As far as their worshipers accepted 
these pretentions, they continued to lead them. 

The Jews were given the witness by Moses and the prophets of the 
promised teacher and deliverer, the Anointed One, the Messiah. This 
had to come to pass in Jesus of Nazareth, as amply proven by His 
teaching and miracles, His sacrifice and resurrection. The test to 
verify a person's spirituality as from God's Spirit is what they say 
about the Lord Jesus. No one by the Spirit of God could call Jesus 
accursed - one could only call Jesus our Lord and Savior. 

Verse 5. 

There are different 'administrations' or offices in the Church - 
apostle, preacher, teaching, deacon. The qualifications and 
appointments, all according to the Lord's direction. 
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Verse 6. 

Operations refers to influence on others, whether punishment or 
healing come from God the Father. The preceding verses identify the 
Trinity in three differing roles: 

Spiritual Gifts are from the Holy Spirit. 
Differing Administrations are from the Son. 
Differing Operations are from the Heavenly Father. 

Verse 7. 

As a general statement, all workings of the Holy Spirit are 
given for the common benefit of the whole Church, and not the 
individual alone. 



Next: Paul goes into further detail about Spiritual gifts. 
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I Corinthians 12:8-31. Details about spiritual gifts. 

8 For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another 
the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; 

9 to another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of 
healing by the same Spirit; 

10 to another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to 
another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to 
another the interpretation of tongues: 

11 but all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing 
to every man severally as he will. 

12 Tf For as the body is one, and hath many members and all the 
members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is 
Christ. 

13 For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we 
be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all 
made to drink into one Spirit. 

14 Tf For the body is not one member, but many. 

15 If the foot shall say, Because I am not the hand, I am not of 
the body; is it therefore not of the body? 

16 And if the ear shall say, Because I am not the eye, I am not of 
the body; is it therefore not of the body? 

17 If the whole body were an eye, where were the hearing? If the 
whole were hearing, where were the smelling? 

18 But now hath God set the members every one of them in the body, 
as it hath pleased him. 

19 And if they were all one member, where were the body? 

20 But now are they many members, yet but one body. 

21 And the eye cannot say unto the hand, I have no need of thee: 
nor again the head to the feet, I have no need of you. 

22 Nay, much more those members of the body, which seem to be more 
feeble, are necessary: 

23 and those members of the body, which we think to be less 
honorable, upon these we bestow more abundant honor; and our uncomely 
parts have more abundant comeliness. 

24 For our comely parts have no need: but God hath tempered the 
body together, having given more abundant honor to that part which 
lacked: 

25 that there should be no schism in the body; but that the members 
should have the same care one for another. 

26 And whether one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; 
or one member be honored, all the members rejoice with it. 

27 Tf Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular. 

28 And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily 
prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of 
healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues. 

29 Are all apostles? are all prophets? are all teachers? are all 
workers of miracles? 

30 have all the gifts of healing? do all speak with tongues? do all 
interpret? 

31 But covet earnestly the best gifts. 

If And yet show I unto you a more excellent way. 
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Verse 8. 

All spiritual gifts are given by the Spirit for the manifold 
benefit of the whole body of believers that make up the Church. 

The word of wisdom refers to the revealing of the mystery of our 
redemption, also called the manifold wisdom of God in Ephesians 3:10. 
As Christ taught this, He is described in Colossians 1:2 as 
containing all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. This doctrine 
was first committed to the apostles to teach. 

The word of knowledge refers to the understanding of those 
things in the Old Testament Scriptures that point to prophecy, the 
types, rites, ceremonies, and promises concerning Christ, that He 
fulfilled in the New Testament in His blood. 

Verse 9. 

The gift of faith by the same Spirit. Whether referring to 
justifying faith in response to hearing the Gospel, or miraculous 
faith given when needed in difficult situations, both come from the 
same Holy Spirit . 

Gifts of healing, given at particular times to the Apostles for 
miraculous cures. This power did not always stay with them, but was 
given for a special purpose, person, or persons, at that place, and 
time. 

Verse 10. 

The working of miracles includes casting out demons, inflicting 
judgments, or any action of a supernatural effect on others. 

Prophecy has two meanings. 1.) The prediction of future events. 
This Paul had experienced several times. 2.) The ability to teach or 
expound the Scriptures for the spiritual benefit of the listeners. 

The discerning of spirits - this refers to the spiritual gift of 
perceiving the difference between false and true miracles, a false 
'pretender' from one indwelt by the Holy Spirit. It may also extend 
to discerning a false professor to faith in Christ from a true one. 
Consider Peter with Ananias and his wife. 

Diverse kinds of tongues - different languages. The Holy Spirit 
gave (as at Pentecost) the inspiration of a language unknown to the 
speaker, but known by people from different countries attending 
Christian meetings. 

Also necessary, along with the one speaking in a foreign 
language to a minority of those present, that another person was 
there that would be given the gift of translating to the remaining 
majority of people, what was being said in the foreign language. 

The obvious intention was that all present should receive the 
message of God's love and salvation through the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. 

Verse 11. 

'But all these' are given by the same Spirit, at particular 
times and places to particular persons to accomplish God's purpose. 
They cannot be acquired or produced by man's efforts to the same 
effects. They are given by spiritual inspiration as the Holy Spirit 
chooses. 
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Verse 12. 

To explain this relationship of all true believers in Christ, 
Paul compares it to a human body. A body has many various parts, but 
all serve together and are essential to the correct functioning of 
the whole. So also is the Church as Christ's body made up of many 
members, with different functions, yet each part contributes to the 
whole . 

Verse 13. 

Also as a person's body is controlled and directed by one mind 
and heart, or soul, so in Christ's Church are all the members made 
part and directed by its head, Jesus, through the same Spirit. All 
have received, and will continue to 'drink' of this same Spirit as a 
river of living water. 

Verse 14. 

The point is that the body is not one but many members. Each has 
its essential function. 

Verse 15. 

Example - what if one part - the foot - considers itself as less 
important than the hand, then it is therefore not part of the body. 
Does that make sense? 

Verse 16. 

What if the ear, thinking itself less useful than the eye, then 
thinking itself part of the body? Does that make any sense either? 

Verse 17. 

Thirdly, what if every part of the body wanted to be an eye? 
Would that work well for the benefit of the body? But if this was so, 
then the body could not hear. But if the whole was an ear, so then it 
could not smell. You can naturally follow this logic to every part or 
member, and the conclusion would be the same result. 

Verse 18. 

Just as God created man as one body with many members, so also 
has He created the Church as one body of individual members, 'as it 
hath pleased Him. ' Each has its essential function and contribution 
to the whole. 

Verse 19. 

If all were the same member (or part - as eye, ear, hand, or 
foot), then there would be no functioning body. 

Verse 20. 

But God has brought together many members to function together 
in the one body of the Church. 

Verse 21. 

Continuing to drive home this lesson using the human body, as 
comparison. No part of the body should think so highly and essential 
as he, that he had no use for another part. Such as the eye not 
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needing the hand, or the head not needing the feet. How absurd this 
sounds! 

Verse 22. 

The true perspective recognizes the essential importance of 
parts considered more feeble. This would include the organs not seen 
among others. They would not be thought of as honorable. They are not 
as strong as arms or legs, but absolutely necessary. 

Verse 23. 

A person may lose an eye, arm, or leg, yet remain alive. Not so 
with those parts such as the stomach, heart, lungs, and so forth. 
Those parts are covered and protected, because they are essential to 
life. So also within the Church, each member is to be cared for and 
protected - treated as essential. 

Verse 24. 

our outward or attractive parts need no special care or 
attention. God has taken more care of or made more honorable those 
parts that are not seen, and not thought to be attractive. 

Verses 25,26. 

Thus God created the human body as a functioning whole, each 
member essential to all the others, each supporting and maintaining 
the others. There should be no part trying to work on its own. Any 
result would be injury to both part and the whole body. If one member 
suffers injury, the whole body also suffers. If one is honored, all 
rejoice with it . 

Verse 27. 

This describes how it should be in the Church. The Church is the 
body of Christ and each person is a member in particular. Each is 
necessary for the others, to rejoice or mourn together. Not one is 
useless or unnecessary. All must work together for the building up of 
the whole. This would include all giving of time, money, prayer, 
visiting the sick, and so forth, as well as the more visible and 
outward functions of teachers, preachers, musicians, and so on. 

Verse 28. 

God has set some in the Church as more eminent. Their proper 
order starts with the apostles. They are those personally sent by 
Jesus to preach the Gospel to all nations. Second, prophets - they 
are inspired by the Holy Spirit to predict future events, but often 
the term applies to those who preach the Gospel. The Gospel includes 
past, present, and future - the plan of God for man's salvation from 
eternity unto eternity. 

Third, teachers - to instruct the members in the doctrines of 
the Christian Church, and in manner of growing in faith, in maturing 
in actions and speech, to become more like Christ. 

Others are given miraculous gifts as previously mentioned in 
verse 10. One of these would include the gift of healing. 

'Helps' most likely would include those like the companions of 
Paul who traveled with him and performed many services for him, and 



Lesson XIV continued 



75 



were also sent by him to help others. 

The word 'governments' most likely refers to the power to 
discern spirits, to perceive the inward motive or inclination. 

Diversities of languages, the gift of speaking a tongue foreign 
to them, also mentioned in verse 10. 

Verses 29,30. 

Paul has previously explained in relation to the members of the 
human body to the whole as differing in function and contributing to 
the whole. He used the question - if all were an eye, or an ear, how 
could the body function? It could not. 

In the same way, could the Church function if all members were 
apostles or any other role enumerated in these two verses? The answer 
again is no. 

Verse 31. 

It is a good thing to earnestly desire the spiritual gifts. To 
possess one of these should not be selfish but only sought for the 
benefit and helping of the brethren. This Paul calls 'a more 
excellent way. ' This introduces the subject of charity or unselfish 
love, to love God and the neighbor as thyself. 

Next, Chapter 13 - Unselfish Love. 
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I Corinthians 13:1-13. The more excellent way - unselfish love. 

Love 

1 Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have 
not charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. 

2 And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all 
mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I 
could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing. 

3 And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I 
give my body to be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me 
nothing . 

4 If Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; 
charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, 

5 doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not 
easily provoked, thinketh no evil; 

6 rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; 

7 beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, 
endureth all things. 

8 Tf Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they 
shall fail; whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there 
be knowledge, it shall vanish away. 

9 For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. 

10 But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in 
part shall be done away. 

11 When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, 
I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish 
things . 

12 For now we see through a glass, darkly, but then face to face: 
now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known. 

13 And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the 
greatest of these is charity. 

Having previously instructed them about the gifts of the Spirit, 
and the proper order of the Church hierarchy, his purpose was to get 
them to cease their divisions and petty jealousies. But to have the 
true unity in a Church there is one central quality necessary. This 
was the basis and motive within, without which all else was empty and 
without effect. This 'more excellent way' Paul calls 'charity'. Most 
modern translations use the word 'love'. The major reason is that 
'charity' has become limited in its usage of describing 'giving of 
money to the less fortunate.' 

Personally, I think it helpful to use two words - 'unselfish 
love', since the single word 'love' has too many uses that describe 
completely different relationships. Examples - love of things 
(selfish love), love of family, brotherly / sisterly love, love of 
the erotic nature, romantic love, and unselfish love - as the love of 
God and loving our neighbor as ourselves. 

It is this last meaning that charity describes - the love that 
is unselfish. It is what brings us to faith and salvation as we 
accept God's love for us in Christ. It is the power and motive that 
brings believers together in the unity of that same love that must be 
the most important part of everything else the Church does. 
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Paul begins by comparing all the spiritual gifts and all things 
a person might do, to the value they have if not exercised with the 
heart of 'charity' or unselfish love, from God's point of view. God 
sees the heart. 

Verse 1. 

Speaking with fluency all human languages as an eloquent orator. 
Or with the language of the spiritual realm of angels. The Jews had 
those that imagined that there was an angelic language which held the 
key to many spiritual or heavenly mysteries. The purpose and use of 
all the above was without benefit to anyone unless there was 
unselfish love. Without it, a person would sound like the blast from 
a trumpet. What the trumpet was made from was commonly used to 
represent it, thusly brass = trumpet. The tinkling cymbal produced 
only that one sound, without melody or harmony. It would also bring 
no benefit to anyone. 

Verse 2. 

Now speaking directly to the use of spiritual gifts, whether of 
prophecy, or knowledge and understanding of mysteries of the Old 
Testament Scriptures, of all human arts and sciences, then all faith 
that includes the promised power from God to move mountains (Matthew 
17:20, Luke 17:6). Without unselfish love, that person is without 
value to God, to themselves, or to anyone else. None of these things 
will bring their own salvation, nor anyone else. 

Verse 3. 

Even if a person gives all he has to feed the poor, or the 
extreme - of giving one's body to be burned, as a giving up of his 
life for some purpose for another purpose. These things are without 
profit without charity. 

Verse 4. 

To describe what unselfish love will continue to accomplish from 
the motive as seen in its actions, Paul sets forth his list. 

1. ) It suffereth long; it is steadfast and patient through all 
adversities without end or giving up. It submits to God's will. 

2. ) It is kind, tender, compassionate, mild, amiable, 
affectionate, and helpful to others. 

3. ) It doesn't envy. It does not become jealous over another 
person's fame, fortune, or even spiritual gifts or blessings. 
Unselfish love rejoices over the honor or blessings of others, and 
always seeks to benefit others before itself. 

4. ) 'Vaunteth not itself - this describes the pushing forward 
of itself - the action following the desire to be noticed or 
applauded - seeking recognition and acclaim. Charity seeks the 
opposite, the glory of God, not itself. 

5.) 'Puffed up' describes the inflated ego. Charity is humble. 
Pride is the center of sin in selfishness. 
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Verse 5. 

The list continues. 

6. ) It is never unseemly or rude - always has good manners. 

7. ) It never seeks its own but always seeks the benefit of 
others equally. 

8. ) It is not easily provoked. The sense means unselfish love 
does not take offense, or become irritated. 

9. ) 'Thinketh no evil.' This points to not supposing that 
another's words or actions have an evil motive. No evil intention - 
but only thinking the best of others, is the point. 

Verse 6. 

10. ) Rejoiceth not in iniquity. This implies seeing no benefit 
in falsehood or evil that comes upon others. 

11. ) Rejoicing in the truth - this includes the spread of the 
true Gospel of God's love and salvation, the only way which brings 
peace and good will to all nations. This was and is the commission 
given to all believers by Jesus. 

Verse 7. 

12. ) Beareth all things. Usually we think of this word as the 
same as 'endure'. A slightly different meaning is suggested - the 
wish to cover or conceal another person's faults or missteps out of 
love. To do otherwise would only cause harm. To carry them along the 
right path in spite of their past. 

13. ) Believeth all things - seek to accept only the best of 
every person, wanting only their advantage. 

14. ) Hopeth all things - while life remains, even though all 
evidence points to the contrary, unselfish love will hope for the 
repentance or salvation of the loved one. 

15. ) Endures all things - through persecution, indifference, or 
other adversity, bears it as within God's providence. 

Verse 8. 

16. ) Never fails, never stops, or falls off. It holds together 
all the others and is the quality necessary for communion with God 
and others. It is the gift of God's mercy and grace to us through the 
Gospel of His Son, and the gift of overflowing love through the 
indwelling Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Other gifts of the Spirit have only a temporary function, here 
on earth. They will not always be important or necessary. This 
includes the gift of languages. All earthly knowledge, human arts, 
science and technologies will also be useless in the eternal world. 

Verse 9. 

What we know now is in part. What we learn and experience in our 
time is a very small part of what there is to know about our world 
and its history. When compared with what we know about spiritual 
things, or heaven, the rest of the cosmos, and its operation or the 
future, our part here seems tiny. Thus the Scriptures are provided to 
us to know and understand as best we can the eternal truth about our 
Creator and His love and provisions for us through Christ, and His 
desire for us to be with Them through eternity in a perfect and 
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spiritual realm. 

We prophecy in part. This speaks to what preachers and teachers 
are able to pass on to those who listen to them. This is limited and 
barely touches on the eternal state. Each believer should pursue 
private study and prayer, to learn of God and commune with Him 
through the Spirit in the Name of Jesus as He intercedes for us. 

Verse 10. 

In the state of eternal blessedness or 'that which is perfect', 
that which is in part, or imperfect, will be done away with forever. 

Verse 11. 

To better explain the difference between the temporal and 
eternal world, Paul uses the universal experience of all people. 
Children know and understand so little of the realities of this 
world, its nature and human science, and so on. Contrast this with 
the adult and what has been learned and experienced, all to a better 
and more complete understanding of how this world works and how to 
prosper within it. Childish things are of no more use and left 
behind . 

Verse 12. 

Now we see through a glass, darkly. Here, a mirror shows, but a 
partial (dark) reflection of the truths of the spiritual world. 
Invisible things are represented by natural or temporal things - 
especially in Scripture - so we can have some conception, however 
limited to our understanding and experience. In the eternal world we 
will see the reality, 'face to face'. Now only part is known, in 
words and description of God's grace and His plan of salvation for 
people through the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The entire breadth, 
height, and perfect love and beauty of its eternal unfolding cannot 
be comprehended here and now, but only there and then. Only then will 
human beings be able to see other spiritual beings, as we will be 
seen, by them - 'I know even as also I am known.' 

Verse 13. 

Back to this present temporal life. What we have now as 
spiritual gifts that stay with us - faith, hope, and charity (or 
unselfish love). By faith we understand and accept the spiritual 
blessings of the Gospel, which include the relationship with our 
Heavenly Father. Hope includes a view of future blessings promised 
and planned by God for our place in His eternal kingdom. And 
unselfish love, which we receive from the Father through His Son and 
the Holy Spirit . 

This love we are to share with God and other people. We are to 
live our lives to show forth and bring glory to God, in word and 
deed, to benefit, encourage, comfort, and share our faith in 
salvation and the grace of God through Christ our Lord. 

By faith we take part in the Gospel of Jesus. Through hope we 
endure present afflictions and difficulties in this life. But the 
life-blood, the most essential and indispensable power is God's love 
shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit. This love is the 
greatest of these three. It goes beyond the letter of the law, and 
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fulfills the spirit of the Law. This was the great teaching of Jesus 
in His earthly ministry, which He also fulfilled with His actions, in 
perfect obedience to God and to the greatest benefit to people. Then, 
His sacrifice for our sins to purchase our salvation. This is the 
greatest example and proof that God is love. Faith and hope are 
personal, within ourselves, but love flows outward to God and people, 
to be shared and seek the benefit of others. 

A final note. 

Our Heavenly Father wanted a big family, but it had to be by 
free will - by choice. Think of the Prodigal Son parable, as 
revealing the human nature of the son and the continuing love of the 
Father. Only in God's plan, He provided His own Son to live the 
perfect life that the purely human people could not - and to 
sacrifice that sinless life to pay for their sins, making the way for 
a righteous and just God to welcome believers into his loving family 
as prodigal Children. 
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I Corinthians 14:1-40. Follow charity, and desire spiritual 
gifts. 

Speaking in Tongues 

1 Follow after charity, and desire spiritual gifts, but rather 
that ye may prophesy. 

2 For he that speaketh in an unknown tongue speaketh not unto men, 
but unto God: for no man understandeth him; howbeit in the spirit he 
speaketh mysteries. 

3 But he that prophesieth speaketh unto men to edification, and 
exhortation, and comfort. 

4 He that speaketh in an unknown tongue edifieth himself; but he 
that prophesieth edifieth the church. 

5 I would that ye all spake with tongues, but rather that ye 
prophesied: for greater is he that prophesieth than he that speaketh 
with tongues, except he interpret, that the church may receive 
edifying . 

6 Tf Now, brethren, if I come unto you speaking with tongues, what 
shall I profit you, except I shall speak to you either by revelation, 
or by knowledge, or by prophesying, or by doctrine? 

7 And even things without life giving sound, whether pipe or harp, 
except they give a distinction in the sounds, how shall it be known 
what is piped or harped? 

8 For if the trumpet give an uncertain sound, who shall prepare 
himself to the battle? 

9 So likewise ye, except ye utter by the tongue words easy to be 
understood, how shall it be known what is spoken? for ye shall speak 
into the air. 

10 There are, it may be, so many kinds of voices in the world, and 
none of them is without signification. 

11 Therefore if I know not the meaning of the voice, I shall be 
unto him that speaketh a barbarian, and he that speaketh shall be a 
barbarian unto me. 

12 Even so ye, forasmuch as ye are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek 
that ye may excel to the edifying of the church. 

13 If Wherefore let him that speaketh in an unknown tongue pray that 
he may interpret. 

14 For if I pray in an unknown tongue, my spirit prayeth, but my 
understanding is unfruitful. 

15 What is it then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will pray 
with the understanding also: I will sing with the spirit, and I will 
sing with the understanding also. 

16 Else, when thou shalt bless with the spirit, how shall he that 
occupieth the room of the unlearned say Amen at thy giving of thanks, 
seeing he understandeth not what thou sayest? 

17 For thou verily givest thanks well, but the other is not 
edified. 

18 I thank my God, I speak with tongues more than ye all: 

19 yet in the church I had rather speak five words with my 
understanding, that by my voice I might teach others also, than ten 
thousand words in an unknown tongue. 

20 If Brethren, be not children in understanding: howbeit in malice 
be ye children, but in understanding be men. 
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21 In the law it is written, 

With men of other tongues and other lips 
will I speak unto this people; 

and yet for all that will they not hear me, saith the Lord. 

22 Wherefore tongues are for a sign, not to them that believe, but 
to them that believe not: but prophesying serveth not for them that 
believe not, but for them which believe. 

23 If therefore the whole church be come together into one place, 
and all speak with tongues, and there come in those that are 
unlearned, or unbelievers, will they not say that ye are mad? 

24 But if all prophesy, and there come in one that believeth not, 
or one unlearned, he is convinced of all, he is judged of all: 

25 and thus are the secrets of his heart made manifest; and so 
falling down on his face he will worship God, and report that God is 
in you of a truth. 

26 If How is it then, brethren? when ye come together, every one of 
you hath a psalm, hath a doctrine, hath a tongue, hath a revelation, 
hath an interpretation. Let all things be done unto edifying. 

27 If any man speak in an unknown tongue, let it be by two, or at 
the most by three, and that by course; and let one interpret. 

28 But if there be no interpreter, let him keep silence in the 
church; and let him speak to himself, and to God. 

29 Let the prophets speak two or three, and let the other judge. 

30 If any thing be revealed to another that sitteth by, let the 
first hold his peace. 

31 For ye may all prophesy one by one, that all may learn, and all 
may be comforted. 

32 And the spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets. 

33 For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all 
churches of the saints. 

34 Tf Let your women keep silence in the churches: for it is not 
permitted unto them to speak; but they are commanded to be under 
obedience, as also saith the law. 

35 And if they will learn any thing, let them ask their husbands at 
home: for it is a shame for women to speak in the church. 

36 What! came the word of God out from you? or came it unto you 
only? 

37 If If any man think himself to be a prophet, or spiritual, let 
him acknowledge that the things that I write unto you are the 
commandments of the Lord. 

38 But if any man be ignorant, let him be ignorant. 

39 Wherefore, brethren, covet to prophesy, and forbid not to speak 
with tongues. 

40 Let all things be done decently and in order. 
Verse 1. 

Always practice unselfish love, for your own strength, and the 
benefit of others. Also seek spiritual gifts so that you may be of 
great benefit in the Church. The highest calling is prophecy - which 
includes preaching and teaching the Word of God. 

Verse 2. 

The gift of speaking an unknown language, if no one understands 
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it, then only God understands his words, then it doesn't benefit 
anyone else. In his own mind, the Spirit may reveal to the speaker 
the import of the 'mysteries' of his words, even as the Spirit 
enabled him to speak the words. 

Verse 3. 

The most profitable speaker is the one that teaches and 
explains. He deepens his hearers' understanding of spiritual things. 
He exhorts or calls upon them to practice the principles of the 
Gospel in their thinking and actions. The words of Scripture also 
bring great comfort and assurance of God's grace and love and care 
for us and every part of our lives. 

Verse 4. 

Put simply, to speak in an unknown language that the person 
teaches himself. He that teaches the Word of God gives knowledge and 
understanding to the Church. 

Verse 5. 

Paul sees the personal benefit if all could speak unknown 
languages, but he would rather they speak for the benefit of others, 
the Church. This is more valuable. But if the speaker can interpret 
the foreign language, translate and share its meaning, then it will 
benefit the Church. 

Verse 6. 

To bring it down to a personal level, Paul asks what good it 
would do for the brethren for him to come to them speaking in a 
foreign language. What would it profit them, except if he also 
translates, or interprets, or shares something that has been revealed 
to him through the Holy Spirit, or by knowledge from scripture, or 
prophesying, or by doctrine? All these things would indeed profit 
them . 

Verse 7. 

A further example - think of musical instruments, such as a wind 
one (flute) or stringed one (harp). If they were used to make sounds, 
but no melody or harmony was discernible, nothing but discord and 
confusion would result. 

Verse 8. 

Another example - if a trumpet was blown but random notes were 
sounded, no recognizable message would be heard, such as a call to 
arms. No one would prepare to fight an enemy coming. That random 
sound would be useless. 

Verse 9. 

So also if you uttered words not understood, it would be like 
making random noises into the air. No one would know what was being 
said - no message delivered. 

Verse 10. 

There are many different languages in the world, each distinct 
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in its sounds and meaning among the various nations. 
Verse 11. 

But if I don't know the meaning, and that person doesn't 
understand what I am saying, we will not know what is being 
communicated. The word 'barbarian' at that time, was used to describe 
anyone that did not speak the common languages of the Roman Empire - 
Greek or Latin. Paul would appear as foreign and unlearned to the one 
who did not understand his language. 

Verse 12. 

Paul describes the brethren as zealous in seeking spiritual 
gifts - the greatest benefit to the edifying of the Church should be 
their highest motive. 

Verse 13. 

Anyone who speaks or reads in an unknown language, let them pray 
to God for understanding that he may explain the meaning to others. 

Verse 14. 

If a person prays in a meeting in an unknown language, the 
spirit prays, their heart is sincere in expression to God, but it is 
of no benefit to anyone else, unless the person can and does 
interpret the meaning to them. 

Verse 15. 

The goal then is always to be guided by the Spirit, but with 
benefit to others, that they may understand what is being said. This 
is true of prayer and in singing. In this way, all can join in the 
act and in the spirit of praise and devotion to God. Then all will be 
edified and encouraged. 

Verse 16. 

Even when a person gives thanks, or prays, the listener that 
'occupies the room of the unlearned,' describes one who never learned 
the language, therefore does not understand what was said. How can 
that person say Amen, or agree to the prayer? 

Verse 17. 

The one speaking, giving thanks, may be saying correct and 
meaningful things, but the listener receives no benefit. 

Verse 18. 

Paul is thankful to God that he is able to speak more different 
languages than any of those at Corinth. This was a necessity to Paul 
in his mission to the Gentiles of different Roman provinces where 
different dialects and languages were spoken. In his earlier 
education, he would have learned Hebrew, Syriac, Greek, and Latin. In 
addition, he had learned other languages. Whether he learned them 
through spiritual inspiration or learning from those who spoke it 
when with them in his missionary journeys is not recorded. 
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Verse 19. 

The point here is that he would rather speak 5 words in the 
Church, that he and his audience would understand, than to speak 
10,000 words in an unknown language. His desire and purpose is always 
to teach others, to instruct them in spiritual things, about God and 
His Christ. 

Verse 20. 

He calls on them to not be like children, just beginning to go 
to school and learn the fundamentals of their language, and only able 
to grasp these basic things. Their understanding should be far above 
this level, like unto becoming mature adults. 

It is also best not to know, speak, or follow any evil, 
malicious, or destructive motive. 

Verse 21. 

The term 'law' was used to be inclusive of the whole Old 
Testament Scriptures. Paul is citing Isaiah 28:11,12. The Lord says 
that He will speak with the tongues and lips of foreigners to this 
people, and yet they will not hear Him. God had sent prophets to 
instruct, reprove, and correct the Jewish people. However, they 
became so contrary and disobedient that He cast them out of Israel 
and under the power of the Babylonians. These people took over their 
instruction and correction in a language the Jews didn't understand. 
And yet for all this, they did not humble themselves and turn to 
their God. 

Verse 22. 

Wherefore the gift of languages was always a sign for the 
instruction of unbelievers, that this was a work of God, and the 
message was also from Him, to accept the Gospel. To now use this gift 
in the Church, where no one will understand, would be selfish and of 
no benefit to others. 

To benefit believers, teaching the things of God in the common 
language, is more helpful than speaking in any or every foreign 
language . 

Verse 23. 

What if the whole Church is assembled in one place, and everyone 
is speaking a foreign language? Then what if some people are 
uneducated in any of these languages, or there are unbelievers that 
won't understand what is being said? What would their natural 
reaction be? 'will they not say that ye are mad?' 

Verse 24. 

If the teachers are speaking in the common language of the 
place, then unbelievers come in, or others who are also uneducated in 
spiritual things, then the result will be brought to awareness of 
their sinful condition and need of a savior - 'convinced of all, he 
is judged of all. ' 

Verse 25. 

The Word of God will bring out the secrets of his heart, and he 
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will fall on his face and worship God. He acknowledges that God was 
in the words they spoke to Him. 

Verse 26. 

The central point here continues to be focused on bringing 
benefit to the whole assembly - edifying. Here Paul describes that 
when this Church assembles, there are many that desire to speak - 
some in psalms, another a particular doctrine, another a language, 
another has a revelation, another an interpretation. Each was seeking 
to be heard. Paul must insist that there must be order, so that each 
part can be of benefit to the whole. 

Verse 27. 

If anyone wishes to speak in an unknown language, let it be by 
two, or three at the most, one after the other, then one person to 
interpret all three. 

Verse 28. 

But if it is known that no one who understands the foreign 
language is present (specifically considering speaking or reading 
Hebrew Scriptures), then those who wished to speak should keep silent 
in the Church. They must acknowledge that their speaking would not 
bring any benefit to the Assembly. He may so speak to himself and to 
God for his own benefit. 

Verse 29. 

Let the prophets speak two or three in order. These speakers 
will benefit all that hear - to edify, exhort, and comfort. The more 
mature and experienced in the faith were to judge if what was spoken 
was proper and correct. This was to avoid any false or misleading 
doctrine to be brought into the Church. 

Verse 30. 

If someone sitting nearby says that they have something revealed 
to them to say, then the one speaking should allow them to say it. 

Verse 31. 

As to go one by one, anyone that has something to edify or 
comfort others then anyone and everyone should do so. All would 
benefit . 

Verse 32. 

All that speak should be considerate of the others, not pushing 
themselves forward, and not interrupt. 

Verse 33. 

God is not the author of confusion, but of peace. For anyone to 
say they are under God's influence but speaks or acts in a disorderly 
manner only brings confusion and disrupts peace. This must not be 
allowed in any of the Churches of the saints. 

Verse 34. 

The apostle here specifically opposes women in Church assemblies 
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to question, find fault, or dispute with men speaking. Jewish men did 
this in the synagogues, often for selfish motives and caused tumult 
and disruption. No one - man, woman, or child - under God's influence 
would act this way in a church. 

Verse 35. 

Paul here refers to the order of obedience that was given by God 
to Adam and Eve in Genesis 3:16. The woman should defer to her 
husband, and in private, ask questions about what was said in the 
Church meeting. This would be most proper and then they would learn 
from it without discord. 

Verse 36. 

Did these Corinthian Christians think they are the only source 
of the Word of God for all others, or were they the only ones that 
had received it? Their customs are not followed anywhere else - other 
churches don't allow for such confusion and disorder. 

Verse 37. 

Any spiritual person would readily recognize that what Paul was 
writing are the commandments of God. These are rules of proper order 
and decorum among believers of His Gospel. 

Verse 38. 

If anyone pretends his ignorance of spiritual things, then let 
him alone. Let God deal with him. 

Verse 39. 

In all these things, desire to and pray for the ability to teach 
the Christian Way to the ignorant and bring them the greatest benefit 
in the Christian life. Don't forbid speaking in foreign languages as 
a work of God in its proper function to also benefit others. 

Verse 40. 

The most important qualification for all things in Christian 
Assemblies - that they are done decently, and in order. All should be 
respectful and serious in accordance with worship of God and Jesus 
for what they have done, and will continue to do for us, unto 
eternity. There should never be any disruption, confusion, or 
distraction. God must be worshiped in Spirit and in Truth. 

Next, Chapter 15 - Paul's Preaching the Gospel. 
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I Corinthians 15:1-32. The Gospel, especially the Resurrection. 
The Resurrection of the Dead 

1 Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I 
preached unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; 

2 by which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached 
unto you, unless ye have believed in vain. 

3 |f For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also 
received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures; 

4 and that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day 
according to the Scriptures: 

5 and that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve: 

6 after that, he was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; 
of whom the greater part remain unto this present, but some are 
fallen asleep. 

7 After that, he was seen of James; then of all the apostles. 

8 And last of all he was seen of me also, as of one born out of 
due time. 

9 For I am the least of the apostles, that am not meet to be 
called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 

10 But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which was 
bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I labored more abundantly than 
they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me. 

11 Therefore whether it were I or they, so we preach, and so ye 
believed . 

12 If Now if Christ be preached that he rose from the dead, how say 
some among you that there is no resurrection of the dead? 

13 But if there be no resurrection of the dead, then is Christ not 
risen : 

14 and if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your 
faith is also vain. 

15 Yea, and we are found false witnesses of God; because we have 
testified of God that he raised up Christ: whom he raised not up, if 
so be that the dead rise not. 

16 For if the dead rise not, then is not Christ raised: 

17 and if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in 
your sins. 

18 Then they also which are fallen asleep in Christ are perished. 

19 If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men 
most miserable. 

20 If But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the 
firstfruits of them that slept. 

21 For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection 
of the dead. 

22 For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made 
alive . 

23 But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; 
afterward they that are Christ's at his coming. 

24 Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom 
to God, even the Father; when he shall have put down all rule, and 
all authority and power. 

25 For he must reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet. 
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26 The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death. 

27 For he hath put all things under his feet. But when he saith, 
All things are put under him, it is manifest that he is excepted, 
which did put all things under him. 

28 And when all things shall be subdued unto him, then shall the 
Son also himself be subject unto him that put all things under him, 
that God may be all in all. 

29 If Else what shall they do which are baptized for the dead, if 
the dead rise not at all? why are they then baptized for the dead? 

30 and why stand we in jeopardy every hour? 

31 I protest by your rejoicing which I have in Christ Jesus our 
Lord, I die daily. 

32 If after the manner of men I have fought with beasts at Ephesus, 
what advantageth it me, if the dead rise not? let us eat and drink; 
for tomorrow we die. 

Verse 1. 

From Paul's detailed description of the resurrection, there must 
have been some at Corinth that questioned or denied it. He lays out 
the evidence from the Scriptures and from eyewitnesses. 

This is the Gospel that Paul had preached to them, which they 
had accepted and where they presently stand. 

Verse 2. 

This is their salvation; they must be faithful, 'keep in 
memory. ' 

Verse 3. 

What he preached to them was the same Gospel that he had 
received - the first and most essential part, that 'Christ died for 
our sins, according to the Scriptures.' Paul had received this 
revelation from God, not from any person. 'According to the 
Scriptures' refers to the promises and types, sacrifices and rites, 
from the Old Testament. This was the victory. See Psalms 22:15-18. 

15 My strength is dried up like a potsherd; 
and my tongue cleaveth to my jaws; 

and thou hast brought me into the dust of death. 

16 For dogs have compassed me: 

the assembly of the wicked have inclosed me: 
they pierced my hands and my feet. 

17 I may tell all my bones: 
they look and stare upon me. 

18 They part my garments among them, 
and cast lots upon my vesture. 

(See also Matthew 27:35; Mark 15:24; Luke 23:34; John 19:24.) 
Verse 4. 

And that He was buried and arose on the third day, according to 
the Scriptures. This is the triumph of God. Two types in the Old 
Testament - first Jonah, in the belly of the whale, came out on the 
third day, alive. Second, the offering of Isaac by his father, but he 
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was brought alive from the mount the third day. This was a figure of 
the Son of God being brought out from the tomb alive on the third 
day. See Isaiah 53:10-12. 

10 If Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath put him to 
grief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall 
see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the LORD 
shall prosper in his hand. 

11 He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: 
by his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many; for he 
shall bear their iniquities. 

12 Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he 
shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he hath poured out 
his soul unto death: and he was numbered with the transgressors: and 
he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors. 

(See also Mark 15:28 and Luke 22:37.) 

Verse 5. 

He was first seen by Peter (Luke 24:34), then of the twelve 
apostles (Matthew 28:17; Mark 16:14; Luke 24:36; John 20:19,26; Acts 
10:41) . 

Verse 6. 

After that he was seen by more than 500 believers at once. Most 
of these were still alive at the time of Paul's letter, but some have 
'fallen asleep; in the Lord. ?This most likely was in Galilee (see 
Matthew 28:16) . 

Verse 7. 

This James was most likely the half brother of Jesus. He, with 
his brothers, had joined the apostles as mentioned in Acts 1:14. He 
became important in the Jerusalem Church (Acts 15:13). No details 
were given as to when or where this took place, nor the appearance to 
all of the apostles together. 

Verse 8. 

The call of an apostle necessarily included direct experience - 
to have seen and conversed with Christ. This is recorded in Acts 9:4- 
7, the Damascus Road revelation. There is no record of any personal 
appearance of Jesus after this. But his calling was long after that 
of the twelve, as singular and 'out of due time.' 

Verse 9. 

He was an 'extra' apostle and in a separate category since he 
had persecuted the Christian faith and its followers. Thus he calls 
himself the least and different from the Apostles who had been 
faithful to Christ. 

Verse 10. 

God's grace provided the way for his call, conversion, 
salvation, and ministry, which was not in vain. He answered that call 
with abundant labor. When considering all his journeys, traveling and 
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preaching, starting churches in various places, and the persecutions 
and suffering he has experienced, then he can say he labored 'more 
abundantly than the Twelve.' All of this not because of his own will, 
wisdom, or power, but by God's grace, wisdom, will, and power, which 
were with him. 

Verse 11. 

All apostles preached the same doctrines of the Gospel, as Paul 
had also preached unto them. And so they believed that doctrine. 
Jesus died for our sins and rose again for our justification. His 
resurrection was the pledge for all believers. 

Verse 12. 

There is a major problem. The message of Christ includes His 
resurrection. Why were there some saying that there is no 
resurrection of the dead? This is false doctrine, possibly from 
influence from the Sadducees. 

Verses 13,14. 

To show the result of such a lie, Paul lays out the argument. If 
there is no resurrection, then Christ is not risen. If He is not 
risen, then no one will be raised from the dead. All preaching and 
faith would be pointless and have no benefit or value. 

Verses 15,16. 

If, as some say, God hadn't raised Christ, then we would be 
lying about any and all resurrections. That would make us liars - 
' false witnesses ' . 

Verses 17,18. 

A step further. If this is accepted as true, that Christ had not 
been raised, then the whole Gospel of salvation through Him is gone. 
Also, those believers that have died 'are perished.' 

Verse 19. 

And further, in this life, if our only hope is in Christ, and He 
is still dead, we are to be pitied more than anyone else. We would be 
considered deceived and enjoying no benefit of our hope here, and 
hereafter . 

Verse 20. 

But the truth remains - the fact of Christ and His resurrection. 
No proof or eyewitness has refuted this established event. Paul also 
testified as an eyewitness. The fact that Christ is risen establishes 
Him as the first-fruits of them that slept. His resurrection begins 
and guarantees that of all believers as part of the harvest. 

Verse 21. 

This was God's plan from the beginning. In creating man, He knew 
that Adam, in his free will, would sin and bring the penalty of 
death. God planned, promised, and brought to pass man's salvation 
through Christ, by whom the penalty of sin would be canceled. 'In 
Christ shall all be made alive.' Just as certain as all people have 



Lesson XVII continued 



92 



naturally died because of Adam, is the fact that all believers will 
be raised again by Jesus Christ. 

Verses 23,24. 

There is an order here - first, Christ arose by His own power. 
Second, those that belong to Christ at His coming (the Rapture). 
Third, the end would be after Christ's Second Coming to the earth and 
His millennial reign, wherein He will rule and subdue the whole world 
- 'shall have put down all rule and all authority and power.' Then He 
will deliver 'up the kingdom to God, even the Father.' 

Verse 25. 

This refers to the promise in Psalms 110:1 - 'The Lord said unto 
my Lord, sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy 
footstool. ' 

Verse 26. 

The last enemy that will be destroyed is death. This must 
include a general resurrection. After that, there will be no more 
death. 

Verse 27. 

When the Father has put all things under the feet of Christ, the 
Mediator between God and man, the Father remains over the Son, as 
Head of the family. 

Verse 28. 

In that condition, the Son will no longer need to mediate 
between God and His children. The Father will be in direct 
relationship with all of His creation. How this will be experienced 
is something we can only guess at or try to imagine. We will only 
know when we see Him as He is (I John 3:2). 

Verse 29. 

This verse has been called the most controversial in the New 
Testament and has been interpreted in a multitude of ways. The best 
explanation appears to be the following. 

Paul is still writing about resurrection of the dead. If there 
is none, then what reason do Christians have for giving up their 
lives for their faith in Christ and His resurrection? 

The explanation goes back to the words of Jesus. Matthew 
20:22,23. He is talking about the cup of suffering He was to drink 
of, the disciples would also drink of, as 'to be baptized with the 
baptism that I am baptized with?' (that is, suffering martyrdom). 
Paul also wrote of this in Romans 6:3,4 - to be baptized in water 
into Jesus Christ was to be baptized into His death. Just as Christ 
was raised up from the dead, so believers should walk in the newness 
of life. This was also the sign that they would be like Him in His 
resurrection when they also died. They are thus baptized for the dead 
by being put to death. This was an expression to describe those 
killed violently for their faith. 

In other words - to be baptized for the dead was to choose 
death, to give up their lives, even as Christ chose to give up His 
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life to death. This would have no purpose if there was no 
resurrection of Christ to life eternal. 

Verse 30. 

To stand in jeopardy every hour. Why should we put ourselves in 
danger of losing our lives, or other suffering or persecution? We 
have no fear of being baptized - for the dead, into death, and burial 
- because we know and accept the promise of resurrection unto life 
eternal even as Christ. 

Verse 31. 

Even as you rejoice in your salvation, so also I rejoice with 
you for what we all have in Christ Jesus our Lord. Each day I 
approach as if it could be my last, because of what comes next in our 
Lord - to be with Him in Heaven. 

Verse 32. 

To use the common forms of speech, Paul describes his experience 
at Ephesus as having fought with wild beasts. Most scholars accept 
that he is describing those men, Demetrius and his fellow craftsmen, 
who caused such a public uproar against Paul's fellow workers. They 
acted in savage hostility, threatening their lives, as if they were 
beasts. There is no other reference, by Luke or Paul, about Paul's 
actually fighting with beasts at Ephesus. The point remains - it is 
another example of where his life had been in jeopardy. Again, who 
would do this 'if the dead rise not?' If that was true, then the best 
policy would be to 'eat and drink; for tomorrow we die.' This comes 
from Isaiah 22:13. The Greek Epicurean philosophers had a similar 
saying. All this because they believed that, at death, there is 
nothing. Because these people chose to believe this, doesn't make it 
true . 

Next, Paul gives a detailed explanation of the resurrection as 
it relates to all of creation. 
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I Corinthians 15:33-58. The resurrection explained in relation 
to all creation. 

33 Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good manners. 

34 Awake to righteousness, and sin not; for some have not the 
knowledge of God: I speak this to your shame. 

35 U But some man will say, How are the dead raised up? and with 
what body do they come? 

36 Thou fool, that which thou sowest is not quickened, except it 
die : 

37 and that which thou sowest, thou sowest not that body that shall 
be, but bare grain, it may chance of wheat, or of some other grain: 

38 but God giveth it a body as it hath pleased him, and to every 
seed his own body. 

39 All flesh is not the same flesh: but there is one kind of flesh 
of men, another flesh of beasts, another of fishes, and another of 
birds . 

40 There are also celestial bodies, and bodies terrestrial: but the 
glory of the celestial is one, and the glory of the terrestrial is 
another . 

41 There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, 
and another glory of the stars; for one star differeth from another 
star in glory. 

42 If So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown in 
corruption, it is raised in incorruption : 

43 it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory: it is sown in 
weakness, it is raised in power: 

44 it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. There 
is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body. 

45 And so it is written, The first man Adam was made a living soul; 
the last Adam was made a quickening spirit. 

46 Howbeit that was not first which is spiritual, but that which is 
natural; and afterward that which is spiritual. 

47 The first man is of the earth, earthy: the second man is the 
Lord from heaven. 

48 As is the earthy, such are they also that are earthy: and as is 
the heavenly, such are they also that are heavenly. 

49 And as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear 
the image of the heavenly. 

50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit 
the kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit incorruption. 

51 If Behold, I show you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we 
shall all be changed, 

52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for 
the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, 
and we shall be changed. 

53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal 
must put on immortality. 

54 So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and 
this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to 
pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. 

55 0 death, where is thy sting? 0 grave, where is thy victory? 

56 The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. 
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57 But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

58 Tf Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, 
always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that 
your labor is not in vain in the Lord. 

Verse 33. 

This is a similar saying among the Greeks and the Jews. The 
point is that associating with those of bad manners or conversation 
will corrupt a moral and well-mannered person. This will lead that 
person to be deceived. This association is to be avoided. 

Verse 34. 

What you must do is to be totally aware (fully awake) to what 
God expects of you. Avoid sin. Life is short. Work to improve 
yourself. Prepare for eternity. 

Some are without knowledge of God. They are still in darkness. 
Such persons live for this world and for themselves. They will only 
influence a believer in a negative way. Believers should be ashamed 
in such communication. 

Verse 35. 

A good example of this corrupting influence is present at 
Corinth. Some man (a false teacher-preacher) who questions the 
resurrection - 'How are the dead raised up?' And with what body do 
they come? 

Beginning in the next verses, Paul answers these questions. 
First, a comparison with nature in verses 36-38. Second, by 
application in verses 39-41. Third, by explication in verses 42-50. 

Verse 36. 

As if addressing the false teacher, he calls him a fool to 
pretend wisdom against God and man. If he cannot comprehend it, then 
it is foolish to insist that such a thing is impossible. 

Paul points to a grain of wheat. When it is planted - that is, 
sown - the mass of its body decomposes to provide nourishment first 
to the germ. In this way, the germ is quickened, and begins its new 
life. 

Verse 37. 

When you sow a bare grain, whether wheat or some other grain, 
the seed does not resemble the plant (or body) that shall be - roots, 
stalks, leaves, ears of corn, and so forth. 

Verse 38. 

How does this miracle happen? This is part of God's miraculous 
provision. God gave it a body as He wished. Each seed produces its 
own plant and multiplication of the single seed planted to fruitful 
increase. 

Verse 39. 

As with plants, so also with the different animals. Whether 
beasts, fish, or birds, even people, each kind is different from the 
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others. All these categories Paul calls flesh. 
Verse 40. 

Also, celestial bodies, and earthly (or terrestrial). At this 
point, Paul is most likely talking about human beings - such as the 
transformed bodies of Enoch, Elijah, and Christ as new creations - 
celestial human beings. Those of terrestrial bodies are still alive 
on earth. There is glory of the celestial - its excellence, beauty, 
and perfection, incorruptible. Even the frail earthly body has its 
good qualities of beauty and order. 

Verse 41. 

Another way to illustrate this concept is to consider the solar 
system. The brightness of the sun has the greatest glory, the moon 
has less, and so then the planets. The stars have a different degree, 
and they all are different from one another. 

Verse 42. 

It seems that Paul is suggesting that in the resurrection there 
will be different degrees of glory according to the state of holiness 
of that individual. 

To be sown in corruption refers to the dead body buried to 
decompose. The use of the word 'sown' points to a seed that is 
planted, that will spring up unto new life. In the resurrection, the 
body will be raised - no longer subject to corruption, but 
incorruption . 

Verse 43. 

Sown in dishonor points to the wages of sin being death. To be 
raised in glory points to the new glorious immortal body. Sown in 
weakness, dead and decaying, without any ability, then raised by 
power and in power, never to be subject to weakness again. 

Verse 44. 

It is buried a natural, physical body, no longer able to sustain 
its functions here on earth. It is raised a spiritual body, no longer 
needing physical sustenance from the earth. No longer subject to 
decay or death. 

As with a seed sown with the germ to produce a new plant as God 
has designed, so also with a dead human body. God takes some 
essential physical elements in the composition of the new 
resurrection body, as God has been pleased to design. This will 
include the preservation of the identity of the individual. In this 
sense, Paul repeatedly uses the word 'sown', not buried. 

Verse 45. 

The first man, Adam, was made a living soul (Genesis 2:7), given 
the breath of life by God, which included the 'likeness' of God in 
his soul. The last Adam was made a quickening spirit. Christ, in His 
resurrected and glorified human body is the first-fruits of all those 
who believe in Him and who He will give a transformed and 
incorruptible body, like His, for eternity, with Him and the Father. 
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Verse 46. 

The natural or organic, earthly body was first, with the created 
body of Adam. The spiritual body is the last, prepared for eternal 
life. 

Verse 47. 

In the creation of Adam, his body was made from the earth's 
elements, dust from the ground, therefore earthly (Genesis 2:7; 
3:19). The second man is the Lord from heaven (John 3:13,31). This 
spiritual body will have no dependence upon things of the earth as 
the fleshly body does. 

Verse 48. 

All Adam's descendants are from the earth, depend on the earth 
for sustenance, but subject to illness, injury, and death. All those 
in heaven will be fit for life in heaven. 

Verse 49. 

As human beings we were born as descendants of Adam, in his 
earthly image and condition. When in heaven, human beings will be in 
the image of the incorruptible and immortal image and condition of 
Christ after His resurrection. 

Verse 50. 

The obvious conclusion is that human flesh and blood cannot 
continue in the kingdom of God (or. Heaven). The corruptible cannot 
co-exist in the same place as the incorruptible. 

Verse 51. 

What Paul is now to describe is something not known or revealed 
before. We shall not all sleep (as die in Christ), but we shall all 
be changed. Those alive will be changed, from mortal to spiritual 
bodies. 

Verse 52. 

In a moment - the twinkling of an eye - describes an infinitely 
small point of time, only possible by God's power. The dead shall be 
raised incorruptible. All living will in that same moment be changed 
into the same condition. 

The last trump or trumpet will sound (Zechariah 9:14). This is 
as Paul also describes in I Thessalonians 4:16. It is the call that 
signals the work of God's transformation of the Church at the 
Rapture . 

Verse 53. 

What was corruptible flesh and blood will be changed to the 
incorruptible form. The mortal puts on immortality. 

Verse 54. 

When this has happened, death is described as being swallowed up 
in victory (Isaiah 25:8) by God. As if Death was a person, who had 
swallowed up all humans, but now he was swallowed up himself forever. 
Therefore there will be no more death for believers. 
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Verse 55. 

This quotes Hosea 13:14. The 'sting' was a dagger or goad that 
the ox-driver would use to irritate and urge on the ox. Thus death 
continually irritates and urges those things (diseases and so forth) 
that will cause people to fall into his domain - Hades or the grave. 
Hades is thus the victor, ultimately conquering all human life. God's 
plan through Christ will cancel both the sting and the victory of 
death and the grave. 

Verse 56. 

It was sin that brought death to the earth, with all of sin's 
influences being destructive. The goad or dagger of death is sin, in 
this sense pushing the body and soul into his permanent domain. God's 
law defines all transgressions, with the sentence of death on all 
those that commit them. The law defines and pronounces guilt on the 
transgressor, providing no remedy, so that he remains under the 
influence of death. Of himself no human could ever work his way out 
of this condition. 

Verse 57. 

But now comes the remedy - the Good News. 'Thanks be to God, 
which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.' He 
sacrificed His life to slay death. He arose to bring mankind from the 
empire of Hades. This was by God's grace, and unmerited mercy - this 
gift that gives us the victory over sin, satan, death, the grave, and 
hell. 

Verse 58. 

Therefore, beloved brethren, be steadfast and unmovable. The 
truth of Christ and His Gospel is certain, utterly and eternally 
solid, firm, and safe. In this confidence, you must be about His 
work, doing all to God's glory and the good of others, spreading 
Christ's love as you have believed. To be about means to do more, as 
you grow and mature in the Lord. 

This labor, or work, requires all your strength. It must be 
under His direction, by His influence and power. This labor is not in 
vain, not to be forgotten or unrewarded in heaven. 

Next - Paul calls on them to contribute for the relief of the 
poor Christians at Jerusalem, and how to best accomplish this. 
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I Corinthians 16:1-24. Paul calls for a collection for the poor 
Jerusalem saints. 

The Collection for the Saints 

1 Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given 
order to the churches of Galatia, even so do ye. 

2 Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him 
in store, as God hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when 
I come. 

3 And when I come, whomsoever ye shall approve by your letters, 
them will I send to bring your liberality unto Jerusalem. 

4 And if it be meet that I go also, they shall go with me. 

Plans for Travel 

5 Tf Now I will come unto you, when I shall pass through Macedonia: 
for I do pass through Macedonia. 

6 And it may be that I will abide, yea, and winter with you, that 
ye may bring me on my journey whithersoever I go. 

7 For I will not see you now by the way; but I trust to tarry a 
while with you, if the Lord permit. 

8 But I will tarry at Ephesus until Pentecost. 

9 For a great door and effectual is opened unto me, and there are 
many adversaries. 

10 If Now if Timothy come, see that he may be with you without fear: 
for he worketh the work of the Lord, as I also do. 

11 Let no man therefore despise him: but conduct him forth in 
peace, that he may come unto me: for I look for him with the 
brethren . 

12 Tf As touching our brother Apol'los, I greatly desired him to 
come unto you with the brethren: but his will was not at all to come 
at this time; but he will come when he shall have convenient time. 

Final Greetings 

13 U Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be 
strong. 

14 Let all your things be done with charity. 

15 Tf I beseech you, brethren, (ye know the house of Steph'anas, 
that it is the firstfruits of Achai'a, and that they have addicted 
themselves to the ministry of the saints, ) 

16 that ye submit yourselves unto such, and to every one that 
helpeth with us, and laboreth. 

17 I am glad of the coming of Steph'anas and Fortuna'tus and 
Acha'icus: for that which was lacking on your part they have 
supplied. 

18 For they have refreshed my spirit and yours: therefore 
acknowledge ye them that are such. 

19 U The churches of Asia salute you. Aquila and Priscilla salute 
you much in the Lord, with the church that is in their house. 

20 All the brethren greet you. Greet ye one another with a holy 
kiss. 

21 If The salutation of me Paul with mine own hand. 

22 If any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be Anath'ema, 
Maranath 'a. 
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23 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

24 My love be with you all in Christ Jesus. Amen. 

Verse 1. 

Paul has called for the Churches in and around Corinth to take 
up an offering even as the Churches of Galatia. Those that were 
prosperous must help out those in distress and persecution (those 
still in Jerusalem, in particular). 

Verse 2. 

This is the most convenient and proper manner of doing this. 
Upon the first day of the week, when each person could see how much 
God had prospered him the past week. When the church gathered, he 
should give a portion to the common funds. This was a custom among 
the Jews, to bring the Synagogue an offering for the poor on the 
Sabbath, and put it in the box set aside for the poor. Paul requires 
that this be completed before he arrives, so there would be no 
gatherings when he came. 

Verses 3,4. 

Apparently they had sent him letters of recommendation for those 
they had chosen to accompany Paul with their offering to Jerusalem. 
When he arrives, he will accept those they had written about. 

Verse 5. 

Paul's plan was to come to Corinth through Macedonia, rather 
than the more direct route by sea from Asia Minor. At present he was 
at Ephesus (verse 8). He repeats his plan, as to emphasize he has a 
personal purpose to travel by land, the long way around. 

Verse 6. 

He would stay in Ephesus until Pentecost, travel through 
Macedonia through the summer, in the fall come to Corinth and stay 
there through the winter. 

He also expresses his desire for their support in his traveling 
expenses 'whithersoever' he goes. He also plied his trade when 
required, to pay his own way. 

Verse 7. 

Again he reminds them that he isn't coming directly now to see 
them, but plans to stay a while when he does come, if the Lord 
permits. He makes plans, but knows that they will only come to pass 
if the Lord approves. 

Verse 8. 

It appears that he did stay at Ephesus until Pentecost and 
followed the rest of his plan successfully. 

Verse 9. 

The opportunities to preach the Gospel are described as a great 
door being opened, but going through was going to require great 
effort, and there would be many who would oppose him (adversaries). 
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Verse 10. 

If Timothy comes, treat him well, as he is a true messenger of 
the Lord as is Paul. 

Verse 11. 

Don't allow anyone to treat him harshly, or speak against his 
calling. Help him on his journey that he will safely come to Paul. He 
and the brothers with him were looking for Timothy's arrival 
expectantly. 

Verse 12. 

About 'our brother Apollos', Paul wanted him to go to Corinth 
with 'the brethren'. He was not going to come at this time. He will 
come at his convenience. The possible reason for this may be that he 
was aware of the faction set up as his particular followers and he 
did not want to encourage or give strength to this by his presence. 

Verse 13. 

Keep a watch, be on guard. Watch over each other in loving care 
- be aware of evil influences to avoid. Always keep in mind and heart 
the Gospel truths concerning your salvation - 'stand fast'. Act like 
strong adults, having decided and chosen your faith. Be immovable, 
not like children, easily distracted by anything new or different. 

Verse 14. 

be sure to be guided and motivated by unselfish love - to God, 
to your fellow citizens and those especially of the Church. 

Verse 15. 

You know about Stephanas and his family - they were the first- 
fruits of God in that whole region of Achaia. They have dedicated 
themselves to supporting all believers in that area. 

Verse 16. 

You must show them proper respect and consideration as God's 
laborers. This must also include everyone that helps Paul in the work 
of the Lord. Be kind and courteous to them all. 

Verse 17. 

Stephanas had been the bearer of the letter from the Corinthians 
that this letter was the answer to. Accompanying him were Fortunatus 
and Achaius, who with him gave Paul details of the Corinthian 
situation in addition to what their letter included. 

Verse 18. 

These three also refreshed his spirit, brought him comfort and 
encouragement. This should also refresh the spirit of the 
Corinthians. They should be acknowledged and honored for their help 
and labor. 

Verse 19. 

The Churches of Asia (Minor) salute the Corinthians. Aquila and 
Priscilla also send best wishes in the Lord, with all those believers 
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that gather in their house. These two have been mentioned before - 
Acts 18:2,18,26 and Romans 16:3. 

Verse 20. 

All the believers say 'hello' to you. The holy kiss was the 
accepted greeting of friends and family among the Christians, as 
shaking hands is with us. 

Verse 21. 

Paul personally wrote with his own hand, this and the following 
verses. The rest he dictated to someone else to write. 

Verse 22. 

This is directed against the Jews. As mentioned in Chapter 12:3, 
there were Jews that claimed to be inspired by God to call Jesus 
accursed. Paul turns this claim back on them, saying that if any man 
love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be accursed, and their end, 
destruction . 

Maranatha is Syriac and means 'our Lord is coming'. In this 
verse it is connected with the previous words of judgment against 
those that rejected Christ, which was soon coming to that whole 
people in 70 A.D. 

Verse 23. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ be with you in His grace - His tender 
mercy, loving-kindness, His influence in your life and conversation. 

Verse 24. 

Paul closes by reminding them that his reason for writing and 
his serious concern for their best welfare as a struggling Church was 
for only one reason and motive - his sincere love for them in Christ 
Jesus. Amen. 

The main point of this letter describes the Corinthians as 
possessing great knowledge, education, studies in science, eloquence, 
and various gifts, as in our day many focus their efforts in rites 
and observances, the details of denominations. Paul's complaint is 
that these have left behind that which remains foremost - the 
unselfish love given by God's grace in the Gospel of His Son. This 
love must be the guiding principle of all our thoughts and actions, 
toward God, and toward others. Without this core, creeds and rituals, 
knowledge and gifts, are absolutely worthless. 

'The greatest of these is unselfish love.' - I Corinthians 
13 : 13 . 



Next, II Corinthians. 
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Introduction . 

The generally accepted time of this letter to the Church at 
Corinth was about a year after the first. He apologizes for not 
wintering there as he had planned to do. This would be his second 
trip to Macedonia mentioned in Acts 20:3. The closing of this epistle 
mentions that it was written in Philippi, and sent a relatively short 
time before he went to them. 

What Paul writes about in this letter indicates that his first 
letter had a powerful effect on that Church. Titus had joined Paul in 
Macedonia, relating the reforms that resulted from his first letter 
(chapter 7:5). They had taken his words very seriously and led them 
to carefully scrutinize their practices and behavior. They also 
greatly appreciated Paul's sincere concern for their spiritual and 
worldly welfare in Christ, and seriously respected his wisdom and 
authority. 

Paul writes this letter to commend their response to comfort 
them, and to finish the job that he had started. One thing was to 
complete the offering for the poor saints in Jerusalem. He also wants 
to make solid their understanding of his Apostolic standing. The 
third thing was to deal with the 'pretended apostle' that had led 
them astray for some period of time. 

Outline . 

I. The preface: Chapter 1:1-7. 

II. The major subjects of his discourse. 

1. ) The persecution he suffered in Asia, which he was 
miraculously rescued from. Chapter 1:8-14. 

2. ) His purpose to visit them: 1:15-24. 

3. ) His sadness over their difficulty with the 
excommunication of the incestuous person and their resulting sorrow: 
Chapters 2, and 7. 

4. ) He sets forth his calling and authority compared to the 
false apostle. His doctrine - 3:6-18. His conduct - 4:1-6. His 
physical problems, 4:7; 5. 

5. ) Exhortation to call them to holy living - chapters 5 

and 6. 

III. The alms collection. 

IV. His pointed defense against the false apostle and anyone 
else that spoke against him (Paul). Chapters 10-12. 

V. Miscellaneous matters and closing - chapter 13. 

We need to be reminded that neither scholars nor those that 
divided this letter into chapters and verses add much help to our 
understanding of this communication. Paul did not compose it in that 
way, but as it occurred to his thinking. 
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II Corinthians 1:1-14. 
Salutation 

1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy 
our brother, unto the church of God which is at Corinth, with all the 
saints which are in all Achai'a: 

2 U Grace be to you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

Paul's Affliction 

3 Tf Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort; 

4 who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to 
comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we 
ourselves are comforted of God. 

5 For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation 
also aboundeth by Christ. 

6 And whether we be afflicted, it is for your consolation and 
salvation, which is effectual in the enduring of the same sufferings 
which we also suffer: or whether we be comforted, it is for your 
consolation and salvation. 

7 And our hope of you is steadfast, knowing, that as ye are 
partakers of the sufferings, so shall ye be also of the consolation. 

8 Tf For we would not, brethren, have you ignorant of our trouble 
which came to us in Asia, that we were pressed out of measure, above 
strength, insomuch that we despaired even of life: 

9 but we had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should 
not trust in ourselves, but in God which raiseth the dead: 

10 who delivered us from so great a death, and doth deliver: in 
whom we trust that he will yet deliver us; 

11 ye also helping together by prayer for us, that for the gift 
bestowed upon us by the means of many persons thanks may be given by 
many on our behalf. 

The Postponement of Paul's Visit 

12 Tf For our rejoicing is this, the testimony of our conscience, 
that in simplicity and godly sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom, but 
by the grace of God, we have had our conversation in the world, and 
more abundantly to you-ward. 

13 For we write none other things unto you, than what ye read or 
acknowledge; and I trust ye shall acknowledge even to the end; 

14 as also ye have acknowledged us in part, that we are your 
rejoicing, even as ye also are ours in the day of the Lord Jesus. 

Verse 1. 

Paul introduces himself as 'an apostle of Jesus Christ by the 
will of God'. His call was personal, by the risen Christ, to preach 
the Gospel to the Gentiles. This is his calling and authority, and 
his motive and purpose. Timothy is mentioned as present with him at 
this time. 

The letter is for the Church of God at Corinth, and all the 
believers of that geographical area known as Achaia (also known as 
Peloponnesus), the most southern part of Greece. 
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Verse 2. 

Grace and peace from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus 
Christ. As in Romans 1:7, this is the greeting of blessing - wishing 
for the greeted to receive all those things that are included in 
God's blessings for his children through His grace, faith, 
strengthening, joy in fellowship and unity, and especially peace in 
heart and mind, with God and man. 

Verse 3. 

Continue to praise God for being the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, His gift of salvation to us for showing His endless love for 
us. All mercy flows from Him, this mercy is tender toward His 
children. As the God of all comfort, He consoles and comforts in 
every situation, whether to the body or the soul, in time and unto 
eternity. 

Verse 4. 

This especially in our times of tribulation. He comforts us and 
carries us through whatever comes upon us. This is His gift that we 
are to share with any others having troubles. Our faith and 
dependence on God grows as we experience difficulties. All benefits 
are not only our own but to help others also to grow and mature in 
the Lord. 

Verse 5. 

For the sufferings we endure as believers in Christ, whether 
persecution, hardship, or otherwise, Christ is faithful to uphold, 
console us equal to the suffering. Our consolation will increase even 
as our difficulties. 

Verse 6. 

Whether we (Paul and his companions) are afflicted, they should 
be encouraged by their being carried through and pressing on. This 
should be their consolation and strengthening their faith about 
salvation. If they have similar sufferings, this example would also 
carry them through and strengthen their relationship with God. A 
faith not tested remains weak. In God's plan, all things work 
together for good to them that love God, and are called to this 
purpose . 

Verse 7. 

They are to expect 'sufferings' as Christians. Paul has firm 
hope in their standing in the truth through such experiences. That 
with the suffering they will also receive God's consolation and 
tender mercy. 

Verse 8. 

Concerning his trouble in Asia, Paul wants them to know about 
it. He goes into no details of the what, where, and when. The point 
is clearly that the situation was so extremely dangerous to him and 
his companions that they thought they were going to die. They could 
see that there was nothing they could do in their own strength to 
avoid it . 
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Verses 9,10. 

They had no hope of escaping this 'sentence of death' in 
themselves. Only God could help, who raises the dead. Paul may be 
referring to his being stoned to death (appearing as dead) at Lystra, 
where his life was preserved and he regained his strength, only by 
God's grace. Therefore his trust in God is strong enough that he is 
confident that God will carry him through all adversity. 

Verse 11. 

He also acknowledged the help of their prayers for them. Comfort 
and support and positive blessings from God come from prayer. Things 
go better than we could plan or bring about ourselves. This is 
described as a gift, given by many, they may give fervent praise to 
God for these blessings on Paul's behalf. The particular gift was 
deliverance from the threat and circumstance of almost losing his 
life. 

Verse 12. 

We rejoice in this - the testimony of our conscience. The inner 
voice, the influence of the Holy Spirit, shows the simplicity, 
sincerity, and certainty of God's loving care and grace toward and 
with us. It is like the light and warmth of the sun shining within. 
This brings Godly wisdom of truth, which cannot be found in all that 
the fleshly world calls wisdom. God is the source and the One that 
carries out His plan. This also as the sun continues to light, heat, 
and control the motions of all the planets in their orbits. This is 
the way Paul is describing his activities in the world, as he is 
guided by God. They should recognize this especially in the way he 
has ministered unto them, only for their benefit, and to the glory 
that goes to God. 

The word 'conversation' is used in the broad sense, meaning the 
whole of a person's activities. 

Verse 13. 

Paul here emphasizes that what he writes in this letter is the 
same truth of God as what he wrote in the first letter to them. It is 
his firmest hope that they have accepted and will continue to 
acknowledge 'even to the end'. They must not be distracted by any 
contrary influences. They must stand in the truth of the Gospel. 

Verse 14. 

Paul recognizes that only a part of the Corinthian believers 
have accepted him as Christ's apostle. 

The divisions in that Church were the main problem that Paul 
dealt with in the first epistle. This group accepted Paul and his 
message of salvation through Christ and rejoice because of it. Paul 
and his fellow messengers of the Gospel also rejoice over their 
conversion, now being brethren in the Lord, both now and forever (in 
the day of the Lord Jesus). 

Next, Paul's plan to visit them and speak only the plain truth 
of God's word, as they had done before. 
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II Corinthians 1:15-24. 

15 If And in this confidence I was minded to come unto you before, 
that ye might have a second benefit; 

16 and to pass by you into Macedonia, and to come again out of 
Macedonia unto you, and of you to be brought on my way toward Judea. 

17 When I therefore was thus minded, did I use lightness? or the 
things that I purpose, do I purpose according to the flesh, that with 
me there should be yea, yea, and nay, nay? 

18 But as God is true, our word toward you was not yea and nay. 

19 For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was preached among you by 
us, even by me and Silva'nus and Timothy, was not yea and nay, but in 
him was yea. 

20 For all the promises of God in him are yea, and in him Amen, 
unto the glory of God by us. 

21 Now he which stablisheth us with you in Christ, and hath 
anointed us, is God; 

22 who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of the Spirit in 
our hearts. 

23 Tf Moreover I call God for a record upon my soul, that to spare 
you I came not as yet unto Corinth. 

24 Not for that we have dominion over your faith, but are helpers 
of your joy: for by faith ye stand. 

Verse 15. 

Because of the confidence in the brethren there, that had 
joyfully accepted Christ under his preaching, Paul had desired to 
visit them again to benefit them a second time. This had not 
happened. He gives the reason later in verse 23. 

Verse 16. 

To pass by them to Macedonia would only describe sailing up the 
Aegean Sea to their east. Then he would travel by land out of 
Macedonia down to them at Corinth. From there he would later go on to 
Judea. 

Verse 17. 

Did he 'lightly' express this plan? Was it 'lightly' that he 
didn't follow this plan? Did he do this as a worldly man (according 
to the flesh) on a whim, or only seeking his own benefit? Did he 
first tell them yes, and then no, as a person who lied when it suited 
him? 

Verse 18. 

His guide is God, Who is truth. His words to them were not yes 
and then no. That was not his purpose at any time. 

Verse 19. 

When he preached to them, with Silvanus and Timothy, their only 
motive and message was the totally positive message of the Son of 
God, Jesus Christ. This was the gift of salvation with nothing 
attached. They sought nothing for themselves. 
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Verse 21. 

They must recognize God's work both in Paul and in them, of 
salvation in Christ. This also includes the anointing of the Holy 
Spirit, that makes effectual his preaching the truth and also the 
convincing and convicting power unto their conversion. 

Verse 22. 

The Spirit dwelling in us is a seal - as a clear testimony of 
God's adoption and blessing with spiritual gifts. This is also 
described as an earnest, or security deposit or serious down payment 
of the promised inheritance of eternal life. The present presence of 
the Holy Spirit is the earnest, the evidence of the coming glory in 
our hearts. 

Verse 23. 

Paul calls upon God as his witness that he had not said anything 
to mislead them in any way. That he had not yet come to them was out 
of tender concern. There was so much discord, he believed he would 
have had to be severe toward those guilty of these disturbances. He 
wanted to allow a period of time for all to think through his advice 
and stern directions as to what is necessary and proper as believers 
in Christ. 

Verse 24. 

He does not wish to come and lord his authority over them, to 
boss them around and straighten them out because of their faith. 
Their faith is in God, and came from God, and no person should make 
any claim otherwise. The Word of God and the eyewitness testimony of 
the Apostles concerning Jesus Christ was and is the true Gospel of 
Salvation for all people. Paul's desire was to share the blessings of 
Salvation, that they be firmly established and experience the joy of 
those blessings. By faith they stand and that in God, not in anyone 
else, and certainly not in a human being. 

II Corinthians 2:1-17. 

1 But I determined this with myself, that I would not come again 
to you in heaviness. 

2 For if I make you sorry, who is he then that maketh me glad, but 
the same which is made sorry by me? 

3 And I wrote this same unto you, lest, when I came, I should have 
sorrow from them of whom I ought to rejoice; having confidence in you 
all, that my joy is the joy of you all. 

4 For out of much affliction and anguish of heart I wrote unto you 
with many tears; not that ye should be grieved, but that ye might 
know the love which I have more abundantly unto you. 

Forgiveness for the Offender 

5 Tf But if any have caused grief, he hath not grieved me, but in 
part: that I may not overcharge you all. 

6 Sufficient to such a man is this punishment, which was inflicted 
of many. 

7 So that contrariwise ye ought rather to forgive him, and comfort 
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him, lest perhaps such a one should be swallowed up with overmuch 
sorrow. 

8 Wherefore I beseech you that ye would confirm your love toward 
him . 

9 For to this end also did I write, that I might know the proof of 
you, whether ye be obedient in all things. 

10 To whom ye forgive any thing, I forgive also: for if I forgave 
any thing, to whom I forgave it, for your sakes forgave I it in the 
person of Christ; 

11 lest Satan should get an advantage of us: for we are not 
ignorant of his devices. 

Paul's Anxiety at Troas 

12 If Furthermore, when I came to Tro'as to preach Christ's gospel, 
and a door was opened unto me of the Lord, 

13 I had no rest in my spirit, because I found not Titus my 
brother; but taking my leave of them, I went from thence into 
Macedonia . 

Triumphant in Christ 

14 If Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in 
Christ, and maketh manifest the savor of his knowledge by us in every 
place. 

15 For we are unto God a sweet savor of Christ, in them that are 
saved, and in them that perish: 

16 to the one we are the savor of death unto death; and to the 
other the savor of life unto life. And who is sufficient for these 
things? 

17 For we are not as many, which corrupt the word of God: but as of 
sincerity, but as of God, in the sight of God speak we in Christ. 

Verse 1. 

Continuing giving more reasons for his delay in visiting them. 
He didn't want to see them in heaviness. This describes a time of 
distress and division. He desires to delay his visit until these 
things were settled. 

Verse 2. 

If he came and used his office and authority to deal with the 
troublemakers, it would be very seriously stressful even to those 
faithful ones as well. Then no one would be glad that he came, and he 
could not be glad either. 

Verse 3. 

This is the reason for his first letter to them. This gave them 
time to correct, reform, and settle the disruptions and divisions. He 
desired to visit them to rejoice; he has great confidence in all of 
them, that when he does come they can rejoice together. 

Verse 4. 

He wants to assure them that it had not been his choice or 
desire to write what appeared as a very harsh and authoritative 
letter. It was in no way easy or pleasant. It was with 'much 
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affliction and anguish of heart... with many tears.' His motive was in 
no way intended to hurt or upset them, but his love for them to be 
shown by explaining the dangers and potential distress of their 
present situation. He sincerely was seeking their benefit only. 

Verse 5. 

Only some have caused him grief, a part. He is not saying that 
they all have, but only those who were causing the distress. 

Verse 6. 

A particular case that had been dealt with - the incestuous man. 
He had been put out of the Church. This was punishment enough. He had 
deeply repented. The apostle is going to plead for him even as a 
loving parent would. 

Verse 7. 

The punishment has solved the problem of his sin. He had turned 
from it and now he was possibly in so much anguish that he might 
destroy himself in desperation. They ought to forgive him and comfort 
him, restore him to the fellowship of the Church. 

Verse 8. 

This would show and confirm their sincere love for him. For he 
sake of the Gospel they had to reject his sin, but by his repentance 
they must confirm his being forgiven with renewed fellowship and 
loving acceptance. Christ's sacrifice had paid for this sin also. 

Verse 9. 

This is an example of one of the purposes of his writing to 
them. To see if they would follow his directions - 'whether ye be 
obedient in all things.' 

Verse 10. 

He also forgives this person if they forgive him. With Christ's 
authority Paul forgives the sin. They also now should restore him to 
the Church and its communion. This is for the benefit of all. 

Verse 11. 

We must not let anything be left unresolved that could be used 
against the cause of Christ. The enemy seeks such advantages, his 
methods are well known. The discipline of the Church must be seen as 
to restore and not destroy, a measure of love and reconciliation, not 
hate and rejection. 

Verse 12. 

In the time since his first letter, the Lord had opened a door 
when he came to Troas to preach Christ's Gospel. 

Verse 13. 

He could not rest in his spirit, not finding Titus returned from 
them with news about their reaction to his epistle. From Troas he 
journeyed into Macedonia. There Titus did come with a good report of 
their acceptance of Paul's message. (Details in chapter 8:6,7.) 
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Verse 14. 

With great joy and gratitude Paul offers thanks to God. He 
brings to pass triumph in Christ. As the news of this victory over 
the enemy was voiced about it is compared to the spread of the 
burning of incense would spread the smell over a widening area. Here 
it was the name and Good News of Christ and His Salvation that spread 
over the whole city and neighboring areas. This reflected the Roman 
custom of any great triumph being celebrated with offerings, parades, 
and general rejoicing. Paul describes the result of God's triumph as 
'the savor of His knowledge by us in every place.' 

Verse 15. 

Paul continues this comparison, describing his ministry as a 
sweet savor of Christ unto God in those that are saved. It is the 
faithful preaching that is sweet, even though some do not believe, 
and perish. 

Verse 16. 

To one group, Christians are the taste or smell of death unto 
death, as they reject God and His Word, and His people. They choose 
to continue in their sins unto destruction. To the other group, they 
receive and believe the Gospel and are saved unto life eternal. 

Who has been misdirecting you from this plain truth? Paul is 
asking them to measure his message and its spiritual proofs, 
contrasted with any that pervert this truth. 

Verse 17. 

Paul labels these false teachers as corrupters of the Word of 
God. He and his fellow missionaries preserve the pure doctrine, the 
ministry of reconciliation, forgiveness, brotherly love and unity. 
They are acting in heartfelt sincerity, as representing God. In His 
sight, they speak the words that Christ would have them speak. Paul 
communicates to them the truth of God as he received it, by the 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit of truth. 

Next, Chapter 3. The converted Corinthians were living as 
sufficient proof of Paul's Divine Mission being blessed by God. 
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II Corinthians 3:1-18. 
Ministers of the New Covenant 

1 Do we begin again to commend ourselves? or need we, as some 
others, epistles of commendation to you, or letters of commendation 
from you? 

2 Ye are our epistle written in our hearts, known and read of all 
men : 

3 forasmuch as ye are manifestly declared to be the epistle of 
Christ ministered by us, written not with ink, but with the Spirit of 
the living God; not in tables of stone, but in fleshly tables of the 
heart . 

4 Tf And such trust have we through Christ to God-ward: 

5 not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think any thing as of 
ourselves; but our sufficiency is of God; 

6 who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not 
of the letter, but of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the 
spirit giveth life. 

7 Tf But if the ministration of death, written and engraven in 
stones, was glorious, so that the children of Israel could not 
steadfastly behold the face of Moses for the glory of his 
countenance; which glory was to be done away; 

8 how shall not the ministration of the spirit be rather glorious? 

9 For if the ministration of condemnation be glory, much more doth 
the ministration of righteousness exceed in glory. 

10 For even that which was made glorious had no glory in this 
respect, by reason of the glory that excelleth. 

11 For if that which is done away was glorious, much more that 
which remaineth is glorious. 

12 Tf Seeing then that we have such hope, we use great plainness of 
speech: 

13 and not as Moses, which put a veil over his face, that the 
children of Israel could not steadfastly look to the end of that 
which is abolished: 

14 but their minds were blinded: for until this day remaineth the 
same veil untaken away in the reading of the old testament; which 
veil is done away in Christ. 

15 But even unto this day, when Moses is read, the veil is upon 
their heart. 

16 Nevertheless, when it shall turn to the Lord, the veil shall be 
taken away. 

17 Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord 
is, there is liberty. 

18 But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of 
the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even 
as by the Spirit of the Lord. 

Verse 1. 

Does it sound like we are commending ourselves to you? Do we 
need to do so as some others? Or do we ask you to write commendation 
for us? This sounds so very worldly. All the blessings of Paul's 
ministry come from God, Who has sealed Paul's ministry by their 
conversion to Christ. 



Lesson III continued 



113 



There were letters of commendation used in the primitive church, 
concerning those lesser than the apostles. This was to prevent false 
teachers or preachers from imposing themselves on Churches. 

Verse 2. 

Paul has no need of something written to keep them in his 
memory. They are written in his heart, a loving and joyful memory. 
Wherever he goes, he shares this with others. 

Verse 3. 

They are the epistle of Christ. It was through God they were 
converted, and received the Holy Spirit with joy in their hearts. 
Paul was the messenger, the penman. They are what was written - 
Christ was and is the message. Written not with ink, but by the 
Spirit of the loving God, in the fleshly tables (or tablets) of the 
heart. This is in contrast to tablets of stone, as of cold and hard 
monuments. He may be alluding to the mission of Moses and the Ten 
Commandments. The evidence of the Corinthians conversion was visible 
or readable by their changes in actions and conversation. 

Verse 4. 

Paul is fully convinced of all this as God's work through him as 
approval of his ministry. All things through Christ are of God, His 
plan, His mercy, His blessings. 

Verse 5. 

Paul reemphasizes that no person has in themselves the power to 
bring to pass these spiritual changes, but are only instruments in 
God's hand. God provided the Gospel of His Son and the salvation its 
acceptance imparts. All believers are His workmanship, His adoptive 
children . 

Verse 6. 

It is only God that has made Paul and his fellow laborers 'able 
ministers of the new testament'. This is the new dispensation of 
truth, light, and life in Jesus Christ. Not of the letter, but of the 
spirit. The new covenant set the spiritual truth of the Gospel, which 
showed the whole purpose and object of the Old Testament, the Law, 
the sacrifices, types, and ceremonies. The Jews had depended on the 
letter and not the spirit of all these things, and rejected Christ. 
It is only the 'spirit that giveth life.' 

Are there Christians also that only believe in the letter of the 
New Testament and not in the spirit? 

Verse 7. 

What Paul here names the 'ministration of death' is the giving 
of the Law as the duty of man to perform before God, with the 
penalties for transgression. The letter called for perfect obedience, 
- the continual committing of sin has the penalty of death. 

The greatness and glory of that Law was reflected in the face of 
Moses. The people of Israel could not look upon the shining of his 
face and he had to put on a veil. This showed how close he had come 
to God. But this glory was to be fulfilled by the coming of Jesus. 
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Verse 8. 

The ministration of the Spirit is far more effectual than that 
which signified it. Example - a loaf of bread will keep a person 
alive, whereas the word 'bread' alone cannot. 

Verse 9. 

The Law, which defined sin and condemned the sinner, was a 
revelation of the holy and just nature of God and His Glory. The 
ministration of righteousness and justification God provides through 
Christ 'much' more doth exceed in glory. 

This was pointed to in the rites and sacrifices of animals, that 
covered sin for a season. These were signs of the promise. When the 
promise came, in the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the signs were no longer 
of any value or purpose. 

Verse 10. 

All the glory of the tabernacle and the Temple were supplanted 
by the Gospel. The Temple was destroyed with all its splendor and 
sacrifices and never rebuilt to this day (nearly 2,000 years). The 
Gospel displays the grace, mercy, love, justice, holiness, and 
forgiveness of God. This 'excelleth' the old dispensation to the 
greater glory of God in Christ. 

Verse 11. 

The Law was for a particular time and place and people. The 
Gospel is for all time, all places, and all people. This is much more 
glorious, great, good, and eternal. 

Verse 12. 

All of these wonderful gifts, fulfillment of so many promises 
that God has brought to pass, confirms the confidence we have in His 
continuing care and love for us. Our hope is certain and solid in 
Him. 

Because of this confidence, Paul and his fellow laborers speak 
in plain, understandable language so that everyone can grasp these 
truths. This contrasts with the philosophers, the learned Jewish 
scribes and Pharisees, that claimed obscure knowledge and special 
figures and allegories that only they knew. 

Verse 13. 

The point of Moses and the glory of the Law was veiled to the 
children of Israel. This indicates that they did not then have a 
complete view or understanding of what that dispensation led to. The 
eventual purpose that it pointed to would fulfill and cancel it, 
'that which is abolished.' 

Verse 14. 

Their minds were blinded, as seeing through a veil, even as the 
veil between the Holy Place and the Holy of Holies in the Temple. 
They saw only the 'letter' of the Law, the Old Testament. This veil 
was rent apart (in the Temple) and in men's hearts in Christ. This 
blindness remains to the time of Paul's writing this letter. This was 
a custom among the Jews in their synagogue services when Old 
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Testament Scriptures were read aloud. The one reading would cover 
their whole head with a veil, 'the tallith'. They chose to do this, 
but Paul describes this as a sign of misinterpreting Scripture and 
misunderstanding its spiritual meaning. That veil is only put aside 
in accepting Christ. 

Verse 15. 

Again, up to this day, when Moses is read, the veil remains upon 
their heart. 

Verse 16. 

Nevertheless, when the nation of Israel turns to the Lord, the 
veil will disappear, the true light will shine through to 
understanding the plain message of God's grace through Christ. Paul 
states that Israel will turn to the Lord, as a nation, at some 
particular future time, the veil taken away forever. 

Verse 17. 

The Gospel of the Lord through the Spirit reveals the spiritual 
nature and meaning of the Law. Also included are spiritual effects, 
including conviction, regeneration, blessings, gifts, graces, and 
guidance. 

This Spirit of the Lord also brings freedom from bondage under 
the Jewish Law, and also most importantly from the slavery of sin - 
its power, guilt, and propensities. 

Verse 18. 

The Jews could not look upon the face of Moses as the mediator 
of the Old Testament, except through a veil. As Christians, with 
uncovered faces, we can look and see our faces in a mirror, so also 
we can as clearly see the glorious promises and blessings of Christ's 
Gospel. As we look upon these by faith, we become aware that we are 
being changed by the experience of taking in the glorious image of 
Christ and His Gospel and enjoying the love, forgiveness and peace of 
mind and heart that come only from God. It is indeed by the 
indwelling Holy Spirit that new life is born in us to the glory of 
God, now our Heavenly Father. 

Our image, from beholding the image of our Savior, begins 
changing into the same image we are seeing in Christ. It is as if 
contemplating the great, pure light of truth in Christ in the glass, 
it reflects back on us, enlightening and changing us as bearers and 
messengers of that light. This light is found only in the Glorious 
Gospel of God's tender-hearted and merciful grace through His love 
for us. 

Next is Chapter 4. Paul describes his integrity, the why and how 
of his preaching. Also, the problems and rewards of his ministry. 
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II Corinthians 4:1-18. 

1 Therefore, seeing we have this ministry, as we have received 
mercy, we faint not; 

2 but have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not walking 
in craftiness, nor handling the word of God deceitfully; but, by 
manifestation of the truth, commending ourselves to every man's 
conscience in the sight of God. 

3 But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: 

4 in whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them 
which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, 
who is the image of God, should shine unto them. 

5 For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and 
ourselves your servants for Jesus' sake. 

6 For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath 
shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory 
of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

Living by Faith 

7 If But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the 
excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us. 

8 We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are 
perplexed, but not in despair; 

9 persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed; 

10 always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, 
that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body. 

11 For we which live are alway delivered unto death for Jesus' 
sake, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our 
mortal flesh. 

12 So then death worketh in us, but life in you. 

13 U We having the same spirit of faith, according as it is 
written, I believed, and therefore have I spoken; we also believe, 
and therefore speak; 

14 knowing that he which raised up the Lord Jesus shall raise up us 
also by Jesus, and shall present us with you. 

15 For all things are for your sakes, that the abundant grace might 
through the thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of God. 

16 If For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man 
perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day. 

17 For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for 
us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory; 

18 while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the 
things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are 
temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal. 

Verse 1. 

This ministry as previously described, through God's mercy, they 
do not hold back; no outside influences or threats prevent them from 
going forward. 

Verse 2. 

Their boldness and trust in God's blessing is also based upon 
their having renounced anything that would bring eventual shame and 
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guilt. This would include any physical sin. (Incest had been 
previously allowed in the Corinthian Church.) Also, they should not 
be sneaky - 'walking in craftiness' - clever cunning, as false 
teachers who mixed truth with their fabricated, misguided doctrines. 

They also did not use the Word of God in order to deceive. One 
thing others did was to put together misapplications of Scripture to 
excuse sins mostly of carnal nature. Others would include not 
preaching parts of the Gospel that would make their position less 
secure, less popular, have less audience and monetary support. They 
also would include not attacking or condemning popular vices or 
amusements. They would also change positions with the culture, 
prejudice, fashion, etc. 

Paul and companions speak the truth, and this from the Gospel of 
Jesus. All of it, holding nothing back. The message is spiritual as 
taught by the Holy Spirit. This would be recognized by every man's 
conscience as from God. This all takes place in God's sight, which 
includes God's ability to see into everyone's heart, as well as their 
words and actions. 

Verse 3. 

The only thing hidden in Paul's Gospel is hidden to those who 
are blinded by their own will, their own choice. These are more fully 
under the power of sin. 

Verse 4. 

The unbelievers continue in darkness and thus under the power 
and influence of satan, who will lead them further in that direction, 
unto destruction. This is satan 's greatest goal - to prevent anyone 
from hearing or responding to the light of the glorious Gospel of 
Christ. By rejecting His light, their understanding will be darkened, 
their minds blinded. Christ, as the brightness of God's glory and 
express image of His person, they will not be able to see in their 
blind stupor. 

Verse 5. 

Paul proclaimed that his message is not of his own making, nor 
is it to express his own power, wisdom, or authority, nor to seek 
praise or popularity. He only preaches what he has received, and from 
Jesus Christ His Lord, the Glorious Gospel of God's Grace. It is 
God's wisdom, power, glory, and authority. Paul is serving Christ for 
their benefit, and therefore he is serving them. 

Verse 6. 

From creation - Genesis 1:3 - God said 'Let there be light; and 
there was light.' He caused light to shine out of darkness. Now God 
has caused the glorious light of the Gospel to shine in the hearts of 
men. Just as certain as God created the sun to light the world, so 
also it is God's power that brought the light of His salvation 
through Christ. Paul is a carrier and messenger of that light to 
others. It is all in and through Jesus that this takes place. The 
love, mercy, holiness, and sacrifice of Jesus Christ communicates the 
true glory of God in the person of His Son. 
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Verse 7. 

This treasure from God is contained in earthen vessels - this 
describes clay formed by the potter into a useful form, but still 
unfired. If the form is marred, the potter can still reform the 
malleable clay. So are we in frail bodies that the light and 
salvation of God may dwell within the soul. This clearly shows God as 
the source and sustainer, the power in the Christian's new life, and 
not the earthly person themselves. The credit and praise must go to 
'God, not to one's self. 

Verses 8,9. 

Several scholars have observed that the Greek terms used here 
are taken from physical contests of Olympic games, specifically 
wrestling and running races. The first three describe wrestling 
situations, the fourth, running. The first, to be gripped on every 
side, but not thrown down, to be pressed down, but still able to get 
free. 

To be perplexed, not knowing the opponent's skill or next move, 
but still able to overcome. 

Persecuted or pursued, others following closely behind, but not 
being outdone as in a race, still reaching the goal first. 

Cast down, as in wrestling, shows the opponent's strength and 
skill, but not being destroyed by the opponent. The one cast down 
gets up again to become victorious. 

Verse 10. 

The previous descriptions also describe the kind of difficulties 
Paul had encountered in his Christian missionary journeys. Even as 
Jesus, in always telling the truth, was in danger of losing His life, 
so also Paul and his companions live in the same kind of situation by 
witnessing for God's truth in the Gospel of His Son. Paul may also be 
alluding to the marks on his body that he has suffered, even as those 
athletes carried the marks of their injuries the rest of their lives. 
The ascended Jesus, through the successes of their ministry, 
continues to prove the power of God and the Risen Savior. Only 
through Him and for Him could these spiritual triumphs be 
accomplished. 

Verse 11. 

In spite of all dangers of life threatening circumstances, yet 
the life of Jesus is clearly shown by our lives of mortal flesh being 
preserved in His service. 

Verse 12. 

His converts have experienced the new birth unto eternal life. 
While the apostles are in constant danger, their situation is 
described as a dying life - 'death worketh in us.' 

Verse 13. 

We have the same Spirit of faith, as David expressed in Psalm 
116:10 - 'I believed, therefore have I spoken'. It is in complete 
confidence in God's promises, that He will fulfill them to the 
uttermost to those who come to Him in faith in the Gospel of His Son. 
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Verse 14. 

We have no fear of death of the earthly body, knowing that God 
raised up the Lord Jesus, so will He raise us up also unto eternal 
life with Him in glory. 

Verse 15. 

Paul does all things and bears all things for others' eternal 
benefit and salvation, that many will be thankful and praise God for 
His grace and love and glory. May believers' praises equal the 
abundant blessings they have continually received. 

Verse 16. 

There is no hesitating, no pauses, in spite of the earthly body, 
being affected or weakened, or certainly headed for death. The inward 
part of man, the soul, is renewed - revived by the Holy Spirit - as 
we focus on that inner light and blessed life from God. We grow in 
faith, inner peace, and confidence that we, as His children, have His 
blessing, both now and forever. 

Verse 17. 

Whatever we may suffer here when compared with glory can only be 
described as light affliction. Moments here put up against eternity 
in glory cannot adequately describe the difference even in our 
greatest imagining. Paul writes, 'a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory. ' The exceeding is excessive, as if to say, however 
much you can possibly imagine, then multiply it. 

Verse 18. 

Our focus is not on this world, and its physical earthly things, 
to obtain or enjoy. They are of only a short, temporary, duration. 
Our focus is on the spiritual and eternal. These are the things 
provided by God and are eternal. Grace, mercy, forgiveness, 
salvation, peace, joy, love, communion, and companionship - all 
without pause or ending. 
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II Corinthians - Lesson V 
II Corinthians 5:1-21. 

1 For we know that, if our earthly house of this tabernacle were 
dissolved, we have a building of God, a house not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens. 

2 For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed upon with 
our house which is from heaven: 

3 if so be that being clothed we shall not be found naked. 

4 For we that are in this tabernacle do groan, being burdened: not 
for that we would be unclothed, but clothed upon, that mortality 
might be swallowed up of life. 

5 Now he that hath wrought us for the selfsame thing is God, who 
also hath given unto us the earnest of the Spirit. 

6 Tf Therefore we are always confident, knowing that, whilst we are 
at home in the body, we are absent from the Lord: 

7 (for we walk by faith, not by sight:) 

8 we are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from 
the body, and to be present with the Lord. 

9 Wherefore we labor, that, whether present or absent, we may be 
accepted of him. 

10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that 
every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that 
he hath done, whether it be good or bad. 

The Ministry of Reconciliation 

11 U Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade men; but 
we are made manifest unto God; and I trust also are made manifest in 
your consciences. 

12 For we commend not ourselves again unto you, but give you 
occasion to glory on our behalf, that ye may have somewhat to answer 
them which glory in appearance, and not in heart. 

13 For whether we be beside ourselves, it is to God: or whether we 
be sober, it is for your cause. 

14 For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, 
that if one died for all, then were all dead: 

15 and that he died for all, that they which live should not 
henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him which died for them, 
and rose again. 

16 U Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the flesh: yea, 
though we have known Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth know 
we him no more. 

17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old 
things are passed away; behold, all things are become new. 

18 And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by 
Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation; 

19 to wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto 
himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed 
unto us the word of reconciliation. 

20 Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did 
beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to 
God. 

21 For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we 
might be made the righteousness of God in him. 
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Verse 1. 

By earthly house, the apostle evidently is writing about our 
earthly body, in which the soul is dwelling during this life. This 
ends at death, when this 'dwelling' or 'tabernacle' is dissolved. The 
use of the word 'tabernacle' refers back to the place of worship 
during the Exodus. When the congregation was to move, the tabernacle 
was disassembled and carried in parts to the next place of rest where 
it was put together again. The ark of the covenant was separate and 
protected, carried by itself until the tabernacle was reassembled. In 
this way, Paul suggests that the soul, when separated from the body, 
will be safely covered and carried until the new spiritual body it 
will receive at the resurrection. The only understanding we can have 
is that it is a covering prepared by God, 'not made with hands', 
therefore nothing like anything humans could produce, but of eternal 
material, suitable for a heavenly population, forever. 

Verse 2. 

To contrast, the above to this below. Paul describes the earthly 
body's experience as 'groaning'. This certainly suggests pain, 
infirmity, affliction, with no place of rest or relief. All leads to 
death. There is no solution to this state on earth, but this brings 
the earnest desire for the eternal covering prepared by God for our 
heavenly life. This would include being able to perceive the divine 
glory of God and our Redeemer. 

Verse 3. 

The emphasis is on every believer doing everything they can to 
prepare themselves to be ready for that heavenly life. To be more 
Christ-like here and now best prepares us to be comfortable or at 
home there. Paul contrasts being clothed (prepared) with being naked 
(unprepared) and embarrassed. 

Verse 4. 

To put it another way, our earthly situation is burdensome, 
constant trials, persecution, physical distress, heading only toward 
death. We do not see just an end to this (meaning to be unclothed, 
without the physical tabernacle or dwelling place of the body) . We 
focus on the eternal state of glory, to that life which brings us 
into the light, from the shadows. The life in God's glory 'swallows 
up' our mortality. 

Verse 5. 

Being made in God's image, He has prepared man to perceive and 
desire righteousness and immortality. It is that part of God within 
us that stirs these longings. The earnest of the Spirit. Earnest 
designates a part of the agreed upon price between buyer and seller. 
It is a security deposit given of the promised fulfillment. This 
becomes the pledge or evidence of possession in our souls of our 
acceptance with God unto full blessing of eternal life and glory. 

Verse 6. 

Having the Spirit as the constant assurance of God with us, we 
are always confident. Here on earth, the body is the proper dwelling 
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of the soul. But the proper and eternal home of the soul is with the 
Lord. 

Verse 7. 

In the flesh, we walk by faith, not by sight. In the eternal 
world, we shall see spiritual and eternal things. Here we have the 
testimony of God, the forgiveness, peace, and joy of Salvation, and 
the earnest of His Spirit, the evidence, and foretaste of heavenly 
glory. 

Verse 8. 

Confidence equals courage in the face of every trial. At the 
same time, we are willing to exchange this home (of the body) to be 
present with the Lord. 

Verse 9. 

We do not seek death, but rather to labor as messengers and 
ministers of Christ wherever we are. Our goal - to be accepted of Him 
from Whom all being and blessings come, both now and forever. 

Verse 10. 

There will be a time of accounting before the Judgment seat of 
Christ. Our labor will receive its proper reward according to what we 
have done on earth in His service. 

Verse 11. 

The word translated 'terror' embodies the same idea as fear or 
awe in reverence to His majesty and deity. This indicates the 
seriousness and utmost gravity we must reach out, seeking to 
'persuade men'. This also includes the opposite thought, that those 
not persuaded, not having salvation, will be eternally separated from 
God, from His light, mercy, love, and blessing. This is a description 
of 'terror', and part of the motive to spread the Gospel of 
Salvation . 

What our desires and intentions are, God can clearly see in our 
hearts. They, to whom he writes, should also acknowledge Paul's 
sincerity In his motives, labor, and message of salvation. In their 
own consciences, they must recognize that he had no selfish motive or 
evil intent toward them. 

Verse 12. 

Paul's purpose is not to get them to praise him. Rather to give 
them good reason to be joyful for his ministry of love and 
forgiveness among them. It was honest, pure, and only for their 
benefit. At no point was Paul pushing himself forward in a worldly 
fashion like those who 'glory in appearance, and not in heart.' This 
most likely refers to false apostles, who push themselves forward as 
the only true one, while criticizing and lying about Paul and his 
doctrine. They were dividing the Church, trying to get a following 
for themselves. 

Verse 13. 

To 'be besides ourselves' describes a person deranged, out of 
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his mind. Some may have spoken of Paul in this way, so he agrees in 
the sense as not speaking or acting on the normal worldly concerns 
and values of most people. His reason - he speaks for God about 
spiritual things - for God's glory. To speak in a 'sober' way 
describes a cool, calm, and more quiet manner of teaching and 
encouraging them, only for their benefit. 

Verse 14. 

It is the love of Christ within us that causes us to do all 
things in spreading the Gospel and sharing its unselfish love unto 
salvation. Christ died for all. That plainly requires the judgment 
that all were dead - all were guilty of sin, which includes the 
penalty of death. There was no other remedy than the sacrifice of 
Jesus. 

Verse 15. 

It correctly follows from the former facts that His sacrifice 
saved those that believed from the penalty of death. They were bought 
with His blood. They should not love only unto themselves, but unto 
Him Who died for them. He made atonement for their sins, and rose 
again for their justification. 

Verse 16. 

Wherefore and henceforth we don't judge or show deference to 
anyone according to worldly measures. No matter what earthly claims 
one makes, whether a Jew claiming great value in being a descendant 
of Abraham, or having seen Christ in the flesh. They set themselves 
up as greater in prestige and authority - they were known as 
Judaizers. Paul rejects their claims as worldly, and without 
spiritual value. 

Verse 17. 

To put it purely and positively - 'Therefore if any man be in 
Christ, he is a new creature'. He is a child of God, freed from the 
power of sin, the guilt and burden of his past sins. Now free to 
produce fruit unto holiness and to life everlasting. From pride and 
selfish anger, to be loving and humble. Formerly living for all the 
benefits of this world, now living unto God. All the old values and 
goals 'are passed away'. 

'Behold, all things are become new.' The new creation is the 
result of being 'born again' through faith in Christ as Lord and 
Savior - now a child of God, indwelt by His Spirit unto life eternal. 

Verse 18. 

The complete change that takes place when a person accepts the 
Gospel of Christ is the gift and work of the grace and power of God. 
He has provided this salvation, which 'hath reconciled us to himself 
by Jesus Christ'. This reconciliation is the primary object of the 
Gospel, to bring about a 180 degree change in the mind and heart of 
each person, to turn away from the almighty selfish ego of our sinful 
nature, to the love and forgiveness of God through Christ. 
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Verse 19. 

Simply put - God was in Christ, 'reconciling the world unto 
himself. Christ - the Anointed One, Messiah, Suffering Servant, 
Prophet, Priest, and King to the world of men. All others in history 
were in preparation, types, shadows, representatives, until the 
proper fulness of time in which He would come to fulfill all that 
pointed to and prepared for Him. 

This provided forgiveness of sinners' trespasses, not counting 
their sins against them, canceling the penalty - Jesus having died in 
their place. 

This is the message of God which all ministries of the Gospel 
preach and teach. Thus has God provided the way of reconciliation to 
all who repent and believe. 

Verse 20. 

Now we are ambassadors for Christ, his spokespersons, and 
representatives in this world. Paul wrote - 'Now then we are 
ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we pray 
you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God.' 

Verse 21. 

God made Christ, Who knew no sin (being innocent of any 
transgression), to be a sin offering or sacrifice for our sins. This 
provides for all believers to be pardoned, justified before God, and 
sanctified through His Spirit. Our righteousness is in Christ in 
heaven. Sanctif ication is a process. It begins at conversion and 
proceeds towards maturity while living out our earthly lives. The 
goal - to become more like Jesus as God's children and 
representatives here and now. All this is possible and will be 
successful through the Word and the Spirit guiding, encouraging, and 
inspiring every believer. 

Our standing with God is secure. Our duty is clear. Our goal is 
before us. Proceed on the path, our direction, toward eternity. 

Next, Chapter 6. Christian behavior. 
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II Corinthians - Lesson VI 
II Corinthians 6:1-18. 

1 We then, as workers together with him, beseech you also that ye 
receive not the grace of God in vain. 

2 (For he saith, 

I have heard thee in a time accepted, 

and in the day of salvation have I succored thee: 

Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of 

salvation . ) 

3 Giving no offense in any thing, that the ministry be not blamed: 

4 but in all things approving ourselves as the ministers of God, 
in much patience, in afflictions, in necessities, in distresses, 

5 in stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labors, in 
watchings, in fastings; 

6 by pureness, by knowledge, by long-suffering, by kindness, by 
the Holy Ghost, by love unfeigned, 

7 by the word of truth, by the power of God, by the armor of 
righteousness on the right hand and on the left, 

8 " by honor and dishonor, by evil report and good report: as 
deceivers, and yet true; 

9 as unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and, behold, we live; 
as chastened, and not killed; 

10 as sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing; as poor, yet making many 
rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing all things. 

11 U 0 ye Corinthians, our mouth is open unto you, our heart is 
enlarged . 

12 Ye are not straitened in us, but ye are straitened in your own 
bowels . 

13 Now for a recompense in the same, (I speak as unto my children,) 
be ye also enlarged. 

Ye Are the Temple of the Living God 

14 If Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what 
fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what 
communion hath light with darkness? 

15 And what concord hath Christ with Be'li-al? or what part hath he 
that believeth with an infidel? 

16 And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are 
the temple of the living God; as God hath said, 

I will dwell in them, and walk in them; 
and I will be their God, 
and they shall be my people. 

17 Wherefore come out from among them, 
and be ye separate, 

saith the Lord, 

and touch not the unclean thing; 
and I will receive you, 

18 and will be a Father unto you, 
and ye shall be my sons and daughters, 
saith the Lord Almighty. 
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Verse 1. 

'We then, as workers together with him, beseech you also that ye 
receive not the grace of God in vain.' The benefits of being 
reconciled to God through Christ should result in bearing good fruit 
unto the glory of God. Not to do so is vanity. 

Verse 2. 

Paul quotes Isaiah 49:8, the predicted time of the appearing of 
the Savior, the Messiah. It is in this accepted time that Paul has 
shared with them the message of reconciliation. 'Behold, now is the 
accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.' 

Verse 3. 

Giving no offense, no stumbling block that would reflect badly 
on the Good News of the grace of God in the Gospel of Christ. Go out 
of your way to make certain that no one could find any reason to put 
blame on the ministry. This includes anything negative, unseemly, or 
bad, whether in word or deed. 

Verse 4. 

As God's representatives, our actions must be conscientiously 
guided in order to effectively deliver the reconciling message of 
salvation. This does require 'much patience' because of afflictions, 
difficulties, and persecution, in providing the necessities of life 
(food, shelter, rest). 'In distresses' suggests being cornered, 
seeing no way out, being surrounded by opposing forces. 

Verse 5. 

In addition, having been whipped cruelly, and imprisoned (as 
many or more than recorded in the Book of Acts). 'Tumults' suggests 
public outcry and mob action against them. 'In labors' suggests their 
having to provide for the necessities of life by their own hands, so 
as not to be dependent on others - some of whom might want to claim 
some credit for supporting them. 'In watchings' describes staying 
alert, and without rest or sleep in some circumstances. Fasting means 
not eating, to commune with God for themselves and the Churches. 

Verse 6. 

The chosen path included purity, knowledge, long-suffering, 
kindness, and love, through the Holy Spirit. Purity describes their 
motive to be representative of the holiness of God in thought and 
life; to be Christ-like. Knowledge speaks to knowing about the Divine 
plan of God's grace through Christ, which includes Old Testament 
prophecies and law, the fulfillment in Christ, His resurrection, 
ascension, and future glory. Long-suffering is living through all 
difficult conditions in this life. Kindness should be exercised 
towards everyone, friend or foe, putting others before yourself, 
seeking their welfare. 

All these things were possible through the guidance and power of 
the indwelling Holy Spirit, elsewhere described as gifts of the 
Spirit (I Corinthians 12:4-13). It must all be done in unfeigned 
love. No hypocrisy - instead, putting our lives in jeopardy for the 
brethren, and glorifying God for the love He has given us in Christ. 
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Verse 7. 

By the true Word of God, by Him empowered, unto the conversion 
of souls. By the armor of righteousness on the right and left. This 
is given in greatest detail in Ephesians 6:13-17. 

13 Wherefore take unto you the whole armor of God, that ye may be 
able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 

14 Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and 
having on the breastplate of righteousness; 

15 and your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 

16 above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be 
able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. 

17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God: 

Verse 8. 

They are not received in any consistent way. They must be 
prepared to be either - honored, or dishonored - spoken evil of, or 
given a good report, 'as deceivers, and yet true'. 

Verse 9. 

As unknown, yet known. As dying, going through various dangers, 
persecutions, or imprisonment. Yet, still alive as God's 
representative, no matter the place or circumstance. We are 
chastened, as if disobedient children, yet preserved. 

Verse 10. 

Contrasting the worldly view from the spiritual reality - in 
sorrowful conditions, yet always rejoicing. As poor, yet making many 
rich. As possessing nothing, yet possessing all things. Content in 
any circumstance, having the Fatherhood of God, His salvation through 
His Son, the indwelling Spirit, the promises of eternity, and the 
present spiritual gifts and blessings. 

Verse 11. 

Paul's affection for the Corinthians is expressed here - he 
speaks with complete openness and without any hesitation, not holding 
back anything. They fill his heart with interest and affection. 

Verse 12. 

He describes his affections toward them as not narrow or in a 
confined space - 'Ye are not straitened in us...' They are narrow or 
in that confined space in their feelings toward him. The word bowels 
refers to the most inward or deepest affection. 

Verse 13. 

As speaking to his children, he wishes that they would return 
more of his affection - ' be ye also enlarged.' 

Verse 14. 

The most basic rule of Christian life - once you are in the 
light of the Gospel of Christ, do not go back into the darkness. The 
righteous should not have fellowship with the unrighteous. This Paul 
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describes as being unequally yoked. This could be the first step in 
giving into temptation and can lead in only one direction. 

Verse 15. 

The contrast could not be more dramatic and opposite. 
Verse 16. 

The temple of God, with idols. All these are un-mixable and 
impossible to coexist in one person. The believer in Christ becomes a 
temple of the living God. God has said in several Scriptures (Exodus 
29:45; Leviticus 26:12; Jeremiah 31:33; Ezekiel 11:20, etc.) - 'I 
will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and 
they shall be my people.' This is no temporary visiting, no coming 
and going, no back and forth. God will be with us as our heavenly 
Father, eternal, all powerful, to instruct, enlighten, defend, 
provide for, bless, and work all things together for their good, both 
now and forever. As He is with us, we are His. 

Verse 17. 

Therefore it is absolutely necessary to come out from among the 
unclean, be separate. 

Verse 18. 

Then God will be a Father to you, and treat you as sons and 
daughters, says the Lord Almighty. These promises were heretofore 
made to the Jews, and when they chose to work iniquity God cast them 
off and at the appointed time made the provision for salvation 
through Christ which is offered to all people to have the choice. We 
are called upon to walk worthily of God's grace, love, forgiveness, 
and blessing, as obedient children, to do all things as unto God and 
for His glory, to grow and mature in the faith, in our conversation 
and actions that others may be blessed, encouraged, and shown 
compassion. And that we share our faith and lead others to Christ. 

We must be loyal and faithful servants of the Most high God, and 
become more like His Son, our Savior. There is no higher calling and 
goal in this earthly life, and this in spite of all the distractions, 
competing forces of every earthly appetite, position, power, success, 
wealth, possession, and consumption. Also, the declining morality 
concerning the family, honesty, integrity, purity, and so forth. 

Yet, God is with us. With Him all things are possible. Amen. 

Next, the beneficial effect of Paul's first letter to them. 
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II Corinthians 7:1-16. The beneficial effects of Paul's first 
letter described to them. 

1 Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse 
ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting 
holiness in the fear of God. 

Paul's Joy at the Church's Repentance 

2 Tf Receive us; we have wronged no man, we have corrupted no man, 
we have defrauded no man. 

3 I speak not this to condemn you: for I have said before, that ye 
are in our hearts to die and live with you. 

4 Great is my boldness of speech toward you, great is my glorying 
of you: I am filled with comfort, I am exceeding joyful in all our 
tribulation . 

5 Tf For, when we were come into Macedonia, our flesh had no rest, 
but we were troubled on every side; without were fightings, within 
were fears. 

6 Nevertheless God, that comforteth those that are cast down, 
comforted us by the coming of Titus; 

7 and not by his coming only, but by the consolation wherewith he 
was comforted in you, when he told us your earnest desire, your 
mourning, your fervent mind toward me; so that I rejoiced the more. 

8 For though I made you sorry with a letter, I do not repent, 
though I did repent: for I perceive that the same epistle hath made 
you sorry, though it were but for a season. 

9 Now I rejoice, not that ye were made sorry, but that ye sorrowed 
to repentance: for ye were made sorry after a godly manner, that ye 
might receive damage by us in nothing. 

10 For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be 
repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death. 

11 For behold this selfsame thing, that ye sorrowed after a godly 
sort, what carefulness it wrought in you, yea, what clearing of 
yourselves, yea, what indignation, yea, what fear, yea, what vehement 
desire, yea, what zeal, yea, what revenge! In all things ye have 
approved yourselves to be clear in this matter. 

12 Wherefore, though I wrote unto you, I did it not for his cause 
that had done the wrong, nor for his cause that suffered wrong, but 
that our care for you in the sight of God might appear unto you. 

13 If Therefore we were comforted in your comfort: yea, and 
exceedingly the more joyed we for the joy of Titus, because his 
spirit was refreshed by you all. 

14 For if I have boasted any thing to him of you, I am not ashamed; 
but as we spake all things to you in truth, even so our boasting, 
which I made before Titus, is found a truth. 

15 And his inward affection is more abundant toward you, whilst he 
remembereth the obedience of you all, how with fear and trembling ye 
received him. 

16 I rejoice therefore that I have confidence in you in all things. 
Verse 1. 

This continues the thought of the previous three verses - 
'having therefore these promises' - God dwelling in us, receiving us, 



Lesson VII continued 



130 



and adopting us as His own children. 

He addresses the believers as 'dearly beloved', expressing his 
deep affection for them. Our obligation that should result from all 
these blessings is to do our part in joining God's will and work for 
and in us - to cleanse ourselves, to purify by putting out 'all 
filthiness of flesh and spirit.' This includes all indulgence in the 
things that pollute and do harm to the body (strong drink, sexual 
impurities, etc.). It also includes things that go against the 
spirit, such as impure thoughts and desires. This means coveting, 
jealousy, lust of the eyes, as it affects the heart, unholy thoughts 
and imaginations that lead to temptation to sin. We must strive 
against sin, as the Holy Spirit works in us to guide, empower, and 
purify our inner thoughts and desires, and our outward conversation 
and actions. 

All this leads to 'perfecting holiness in the fear of God.' This 
is our reasonable service. This is putting on the mind of Christ. 
This centers on the strongest desire - to please God, in becoming 
more mature and Christ-like. 

Verse 2. 

Paul entreats them to accept his teaching, which shows his 
sincere love and concern for their best benefit, in the Lord. 
Consider our actions - 'we have wronged no man' - not corrupted, or 
defrauded anyone. This must be considered and contrasted to the 
motives and actions of false teachers who exalt themselves and 
attempt to confound and confuse and lead others away from purity and 
simplicity . 

Verse 3. 

Paul insists that his purpose in explaining this situation is 
not condemning them. He only seeks to convince them of the dangerous 
influence of these self -centered and corrupting pretenders. He 
reminds them that he previously expressed his loving concern for 
their best welfare and benefit. (Chapter 1:6-8; 2:4,12; 3:2,13.) 
Whatever their situation, he is bound to them, his heart is with them 
to live or die. He will never give up on them. 

Verse 4. 

He has been bold in speaking about them and toward them. He has 
boasted about them among the other Churches, even as a father would 
so speak about his children with tender affection. 

He expresses his joy as way beyond normal - even excessive - joy 
beyond words to describe. This is felt even in spite of all the 
tribulations and burdens. 

Verse 5. 

After leaving Ephesus, he had traveled to Troas and stayed there 
for some time, then he came to Macedonia, where he wrote this letter. 
The situation was trying, according to earthly values - 'our flesh 
had no rest.' Around him there was opposition from many different 
groups and individuals, such as the pagans, Jews, and false brethren. 
These uncertainties caused some fears. 
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Verse 6. 

Nevertheless, God provided comfort by the coming of Titus, who 
had a good report of the results of that first letter. 

Verse 7. 

They had 'mourned' over their sin and dealt with it. They had 
expressed their fervent regard for Paul. This was more cause for his 
rejoicing. 

Verse 8. 

Here Paul explains his mixed feelings about the possible results 
of that letter. It was painful to him to have to write such a severe 
warning, but it was necessary. Now he is glad because it brought 
about a good result. The sorrow was but for a short time. 

Verse 9. 

Now he rejoices, not because they were 'made sorry', but that 
'Godly sorrow' brought repentance, in mind and action. Some may 
experience sorrow without repenting. This action of theirs prevented 
Paul from any harsh 'damage' towards them in the sense of more severe 
discipline. 

Verse 10. 

Godly sorrow is contrasted with worldly sorrow. Godly sorrow 
works to repentance, and salvation, which is never to be repented of. 
In contrast, worldly sorrow only leads to all kinds of negative 
results, ultimately leading to destruction, death, and hell. 

Verse 11. 

This Godly sorrow brought them to act in a very careful manner 
to clear themselves of the sin. They addressed and put away the sin 
from among them. This showed their indignation against the sinner, as 
having done damage to the Church, and also their 'fear' or deep 
respect of Paul's authority in the matter. They showed zeal in 
disciplining the guilty one. They are cleared of any blame in the way 
they have dealt with this serious matter. 

Verse 12. 

Paul expresses his deepest motive for his previous communication 
to them. It was not primarily against the guilty one, or anyone he 
hurt by his action. It was meant to be the completest proof of Paul's 
affection and deep concern for their welfare, and also directly 
related to honoring God. 

Verse 13. 

Now that Titus had expressed the results of his most refreshing 
visit with the Corinthian believers, Paul shared in his joy, yet more 
exceedingly because it was the result of their positive response to 
his first letter. They had obviously expressed their affection for 
Paul to Titus. 

Verse 14. 

Paul had previously boasted to Titus about this Church and their 
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closeness with him. Now that the disruption has been settled, his 
boasting is founded in truth, so he is not ashamed. 

Verse 15. 

Titus has now a 'more abundant' love because of what took place 
when he visited them. They had received him with 'fear and trembling' 
being completely respectful and so seriously concerned to follow the 
directions of Paul, who they accepted and loved dearly as their 
apostle and minister of the Gospel of Christ. It was a great pleasure 
for Titus to describe their kindness and evidences of humility, 
sincerity, and loving concern for him. 

Verse 16. 

Paul can now rejoice and have full confidence in them in all 
things. He is now fully persuaded that all scandals had been dealt 
with and put out of the church. Those factions that had caused 
disruptions and division were now put down or put out. This also gave 
assurance that they would now know how to speak and act so that this 
would never be allowed to happen again. They were firmly set in the 
simplicity and purity of the example of Christ, the guidance and 
power of the Holy Spirit and the brotherly love for one another. They 
would not be tossed to and fro by every new or contrary wind or 
doctrine . 

There was also the danger of the false doctrines, which included 
denying the resurrection of the dead. It could have done further 
damage to the other Churches in Greece, if it had succeeded in 
Corinth. This was certainly part of Paul's deep concern and worry 
that could result if the Corinthian Church was not rescued and set 
right. Therefore, his rejoicing includes relief and renewed 
confidence . 

Next - chapter 8. A collection for the Jerusalem saints. 
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II Corinthians 8:1-24. The call for a collection for the poor 
saints of the Jerusalem Church. 

The Offering for the Saints 

1 Moreover, brethren, we do you to wit of the grace of God 
bestowed on the churches of Macedonia; 

2 how that in a great trial of affliction, the abundance of their 
joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches of their 
liberality . 

3 For to their power, I bear record, yea, and beyond their power 
they were willing of themselves; 

4 praying us with much entreaty that we would receive the gift, 
and take upon us the fellowship of the ministering to the saints. 

5 And this they did, not as we hoped, but first gave their own 
selves to the Lord, and unto us by the will of God. 

6 Insomuch that we desired Titus, that as he had begun, so he 
would also finish in you the same grace also. 

7 Therefore, as ye abound in every thing, in faith, and utterance, 
and knowledge, and in all diligence, and in your love to us, see that 
ye abound in this grace also. 

8 HI speak not by commandment, but by occasion of the forwardness 
of others, and to prove the sincerity of your love. 

9 For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he 
was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye through his 
poverty might be rich. 

10 And herein I give my advice: for this is expedient for you, who 
have begun before, not only to do, but also to be forward a year ago. 

11 Now therefore perform the doing of it; that as there was a 
readiness to will, so there may be a performance also out of that 
which ye have. 

12 For if there be first a willing mind, it is accepted according 
to that a man hath, and not according to that he hath not. 

13 For I mean not that other men be eased, and ye burdened: 

14 but by an equality, that now at this time your abundance may be 
a supply for their want, that their abundance also may be a supply 
for your want; that there may be equality: 

15 as it is written, 

He that had gathered much had nothing over; 
and he that had gathered little had no lack. 

16 if But thanks be to God, which put the same earnest care into the 
heart of Titus for you. 

17 For indeed he accepted the exhortation; but being more forward, 
of his own accord he went unto you. 

18 And we have sent with him the brother, whose praise is in the 
gospel throughout all the churches; 

19 and not that only, but who was also chosen of the churches to 
travel with us with this grace, which is administered by us to the 
glory of the same Lord, and declaration of your ready mind: 

20 avoiding this, that no man should blame us in this abundance 
which is administered by us: 

21 providing for honest things, not only in the sight of the Lord, 
but also in the sight of men. 

22 And we have sent with them our brother, whom we have oftentimes 
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proved diligent in many things, but now much more diligent, upon the 
great confidence which I have in you. 

23 Whether any do inquire of Titus, he is my partner and fellow 
helper concerning you: or our brethren be inquired of, they are the 
messengers of the churches, and the glory of Christ. 

24 Wherefore show ye to them, and before the churches, the proof of 
your love, and of our boasting on your behalf. 

Verse 1. 

A change of subject. Paul wishes them to be aware of the 
generous and unselfish contributions that had been given by the 
Macedonian Churches. This had been done as their response to the 
grace of God to them through the Gospel. 

Verse 2. 

These Churches were both poor and persecuted, but were greatly 
rejoicing at the opportunity to help those that were more persecuted 
and impoverished than they were. In spite of their situation, they 
were glad to give liberally. 

Verse 3. 

To give out of one's basic living needs goes beyond only giving 
of one's abundance. They willingly chose to do this so that the 
poorer ones would at least have enough for their necessities. 

Verse 4. 

Paul did not have to call upon them to provide such a gift, but 
they asked for Him to accept their offering, and make sure it got to 
those saints in need - 'Praying us with much entreaty.' 

Verse 5. 

Their action was above and beyond what had been hoped for. They 
consecrated themselves to serve God in whatever way they could. They 
believed that it was God's will that they step up and inform Paul of 
their decision to participate in this work. 

Verse 6. 

This had been mentioned in his first letter to them (I 
Corinthians 16:1). Here Titus is mentioned as having begun the idea 
of the contribution to them in his visit. Now Paul desires that Titus 
go to them and finish the collection of their gracious charity. 

Verse 7. 

Paul compliments them in spiritual graces, in faith, accepting 
the whole testimony of God in the Gospel, in utterance and doctrine. 
They knew to teach those truths and live by them according to God's 
will, with all diligence in correct behavior one to another. This was 
a loving and sharing fellowship, with sincere acceptance and love 
toward their spiritual father, apostle, and pastor in the Lord. As 
they were blessed in all these things, they should also be a blessing 
to others in this grace of generous charity. 
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Verse 8. 

This is not a direct order. This concerns your private property. 
Paul has no right or authority over this. This is a call for a free 
will offering. 

The forwardness of others again refers to the bounty of the 
Macedonian Churches in gathering an offering for the destitute 
Jerusalem saints. As he is so concerned for this offering, so also 
should they be, as they have expressed their love toward him. This 
participation would be a proof of their sincere affection for him. 

Verse 9. 

The ultimate example of a selfless gift is the 'grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ', the gift of God, because of His infinite love for 
us. From His place in heaven as the eternal Word of God, creator and 
sustainer of the whole creation, He left there to give up all for our 
sakes. He became poor, of no prominence or reputation, took on the 
role of a servant, even unto death. All this was given for the sake 
of those who would believe, that we may be rich unto eternal 
salvation and have all of the present blessings of the Holy Spirit. 

Verse 10. 

Herein Paul's advice - it is most proper and necessary for them 
to be consistent in intent by their conduct in completing what they 
had begun a year previously. In his first letter to them (I 
Corinthians 16:2), he had exhorted them to get together this 
contribution. The words 'be forward' includes the sense of delight in 
doing this. 

Verse 11. 

Therefore, perform what they planned, do it now. There was a 
readiness, so now a performance. Their giving must be from what they 
have, as God has enabled them, but not so they will have less than 
they need. 

Verse 12. 

He is not to deprive his family or go into debt. 
Verse 13. 

The purpose here is not to provide for others to live better, 
while you are then impoverished. 

Verse 14. 

The key is equality. The Corinthians' present abundance can 
supply the Jerusalem Church in their distress. At some other time the 
situation may be reversed and your need may be supplied out of their 
abundance. Again, the goal is bringing equality in the most basic 
necessities of life. 

Verse 15. 

Paul here quotes from Exodus 16:18 about the gathering of manna 
in the wilderness. Paul implies in this description that whoever 
gathered more than they needed would share with whoever had been able 
to gather only a little. Difference in family size or physical 
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ability or infirmity would require this sharing to provided for 
everyone equally. This Paul provides as the example for the 
Corinthians to take to heart and follow in their present situation. 

Verse 16. 

Paul gives earnest thanks to God for placing this mission in the 
heart of Titus to undertake for the Corinthian Church to be a part 
of. 

Verse 17. 

Titus accepted the challenge to action in this work, but decided 
on his own to go ahead to them. He was ready to get this started. 

Verse 18. 

Another brother is being sent with him, not mentioned by name, 
but who appears to be acquainted with the Corinthians. Some think it 
may have been Luke, while others think it was Silas or Mark. He is 
described as a dedicated missionary of the Gospel throughout the 
Churches. There is no higher praise. 

Verse 19. 

This person was voted on by the Churches as responsible and 
trustworthy to travel with Paul and his closest companions in 
carrying the offering. All of them together doing this to the glory 
of the same Lord. 

Verse 20. 

They were going about this work in the open and approved manner, 
careful to include only those with the highest Christian reputation 
and conduct. It had one purpose - this would put their mission above 
suspicion or blame as to any other motive or selfish benefit. 

Verse 21. 

Paul is saying that they were always honest and pure in their 
hearts as in the sight of the Lord. But they also were keenly aware 
of the necessity to go out of their way to be careful to avoid any 
possible appearance or concern in the sight of men. This recognizes 
the continuing tendency of putting the most evil possibilities upon 
the most innocent of circumstances. 

Verse 22. 

Another of Paul's companions is mentioned - most likely well 
known to them, but unnamed. One who has been diligent in many things 
and now even more so. His diligence, or confidence, is greatly 
increased by the positive changes of the Corinthians, showing their 
love of the Lord through their response to Paul's first letter to 
them . 

Verse 23. 

To make sure of everyone's understanding and acceptance of the 
role of Titus or Paul's other fellow laborers, Paul sets forth what 
they should answer to any who questions them. 
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Titus is his partner and fellow helper in ministering to them - 
his only purpose and role. If any inquire about the other brethren, 
they are also messengers of the Churches and their focus is also to 
Christ's glory with no other purpose or motive. 

Verse 24. 

They are to be welcomed and treated accordingly as true and 
trusted brethren in the Lord, with open and warm affection. In this 
way, let them see your sincerity and readiness to share with those 
less fortunate, as Paul has boasted about them concerning their 
charity . 

Next, continuing about the gift, to be ready, how to do it, and 
the benefit and blessings it brings. 
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II Corinthians 9:1-15. Continuing about fathering the gift, its 
benefits and blessings. 

1 For as touching the ministering to the saints, it is superfluous 
for me to write to you: 

2 for I know the forwardness of your mind, for which I boast of 
you to them of Macedonia, that Achai'a was ready a year ago; and your 
zeal hath provoked very many. 

3 Yet have I sent the brethren, lest our boasting of you should be 
in vain in this behalf; that, as I said, ye may be ready: 

4 lest haply if they of Macedonia come with me, and find you 
unprepared, we (that we say not, ye) should be ashamed in this same 
confident boasting. 

5 Therefore I thought it necessary to exhort the brethren, that 
they would go before unto you, and make up beforehand your bounty, 
whereof ye had notice before, that the same might be ready, as a 
matter of bounty, and not as of covetousness . 

6 Tf But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also 
sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also 
bountifully. 

7 Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him 
give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful 
giver . 

8 And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, 
always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good 
work : 

9 (as it is written, 
He hath dispersed abroad; 
he hath given to the poor: 

his righteousness remaineth for ever. 

10 Now he that ministereth seed to the sower both minister bread 
for your food, and multiply your seed sown, and increase the fruits 
of your righteousness:) 

11 being enriched in every thing to all bountif ulness, which 
causeth through us thanksgiving to God. 

12 For the administration of this service not only supplieth the 
want of the saints, but is abundant also by many thanksgivings unto 
God; 

13 while by the experiment of this ministration they glorify God 
for your professed subjection unto the gospel of Christ, and for your 
liberal distribution unto them, and unto all men; 

14 and by their prayer for you, which long after you for the 
exceeding grace of God in you. 

15 Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift. 
Verse 1. 

Paul's writing to them about this offering for the saints is 
superfluous - meaning way over and above necessary. Certainly they 
would agree that he has already expressed himself at length. 

Verse 2. 

They had already decided to contribute a year previously, in 
that region - known as Achaia - of which Corinth was the capital. The 



Lesson IX continued 



139 



Churches of Macedonia, upon hearing about their goal in getting this 
offering prepared, were inspired to readily participate in this 
relief effort. 

Verse 3. 

Paul has sent the brethren, also previously mentioned (Titus and 
companions). He wishes that they (the Corinthians) will have the 
offering ready. Boasting of their selfless generosity is vain. Both 
their reputation and his would be damaged if they didn't come 
through. 

Verse 4. 

If some of Macedonia come with him, and find them unprepared, he 
and his companions would be embarrassed. 

Verse 5. 

Paul also wants to avoid even the outward appearance that they 
held back because of their 1 covetousness 1 , meaning that they were 
selfish and wanted to hang on to what they have and not share with 
anyone. They need to show their bounty, or generosity. This is why he 
had sent the others earlier to get the bountiful gift ready. 

Verse 6. 

This was a well known saying - what you sow you shall also reap. 
To sow sparingly, one can also expect to reap sparingly. In like 
fashion, to sow bountifully, so also to reap bountifully. Among the 
Jews this saying was used also to alms-giving (Isaiah 32:20). To sow 
in this case means to help those in need. Hosea 10:12 is interpreted 
as sowing in mercy, they shall receive (or reap) mercy from God. 

Verse 7. 

Paul apparently alludes to the Jewish Temple where two chests 
were placed for giving alms. One was for the requirement of the Law 
(of necessity), the other, the free will offering. God wants us all 
to give cheerfully from the heart - see Exodus 25:2, 35:5; Proverbs 
11 : 25 . 

Verse 8. 

God is able to abundantly give material needs, according to His 
mercy and grace. In all things you will have above what you need so 
that you will be able to help others generously from your bounty. 

Verse 9. 

Paul quotes from Psalm 112:9. This describes the sower, widely 
dispersing his seed, beyond those closest to him, unto strangers, 
those in need. To disperse abroad was a righteous act, as giving to 
the poor, which remains forever in remembrance before the Lord. 

Verse 10. 

Always recognize that God is the source of the seed, for the 
bread that sustains life, that grants the increase, and blesses your 
sharing with others with more bounty. God is the great provider in 
all things. 
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Verse 11. 

This explains the gift of riches and its purpose before God. 
They are given as means of glorifying God and giving generously to 
those in need. All who witness or receive such giving will priase 
God's blessing with thanksgiving. 

Verse 12. 

This offering will supply the relief and needs of the saints, 
and at the same time will be recognized as provided, inspired, and 
blessed by God. God will be given the glory 'by many thanksgivings'. 

Verse 13. 

Described as an experiment, this love offering produces many 
good results. The needs of the poor saints would be supplies. Many 
would recognize and praise God as Who inspired this 'liberal 
distribution'. The Corinthians would be recognized as honoring and 
following charity from the Gospel of Christ. 

Verse 14. 

Those relieved will pray for them in grateful thanksgiving, and 
blessing. God had given them the means, and a cheerful heart, which 
they readily accepted as God's bountiful grace. 

Verse 15. 

The unspeakable gift of God was the Spirit of Christ in them 
that brought about the selfless desire and giving of the love 
offering to fellow Christians in a far away land who were in a dire 
need of help. 

Thanks be unto God! 

II Corinthians 10:1-18. Paul addresses his authority and 
integrity in the Gospel Ministry. 

Paul's Defense of His Ministry 

1 Now I Paul myself beseech you by the meekness and gentleness of 
Christ, who in presence am base among you, but being absent am bold 
toward you: 

2 but I beseech you, that I may not be bold when I am present with 
that confidence, wherewith I think to be bold against some, which 
think of us as if we walked according to the flesh. 

3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: 

4 (for the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty 
through God to the pulling down of strongholds;) 

5 casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth 
itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity 
every thought to the obedience of Christ; 

6 and having in a readiness to revenge all disobedience, when your 
obedience is fulfilled. 

7 Tf Do ye look on things after the outward appearance? If any man 
trust to himself that he is Christ's, let him of himself think this 
again, that, as he is Christ's, even so are we Christ's. 

8 For though I should boast somewhat more of our authority, which 
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the Lord hath given us for edification, and not for your destruction, 

I should not be ashamed: 

9 that I may not seem as if I would terrify you by letters. 

10 For his letters, say they, are weighty and powerful; but his 
bodily presence is weak, and his speech contemptible. 

II Let such a one think this, that, such as we are in word by 
letters when we are absent, such will we be also in deed when we are 
present . 

12 For we dare not make ourselves of the number, or compare 
ourselves with some that commend themselves: but they, measuring 
themselves by themselves, and comparing themselves among themselves, 
are not wise. 

13 U But we will not boast of things without our measure, but 
according to the measure of the rule which God hath distributed to 
us, a measure to reach even unto you. 

14 For we stretch not ourselves beyond our measure, as though we 
reached not unto you; for we are come as far as to you also in 
preaching the gospel of Christ: 

15 not boasting of things without our measure, that is, of other 
men's labors; but having hope, when your faith is increased, that we 
shall be enlarged by you according to our rule abundantly, 

16 to preach the gospel in the regions beyond you, and not to boast 
in another man's line of things made ready to our hand. 

17 But he that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord. 

18 For not he that commendeth himself is approved, but whom the 
Lord commendeth. 

Verses 1,2. 

Having adequately dealt with the offering for the Jerusalem 
Church, Paul returns to the necessary vindication of his intentions, 
because of the contrary statements and accusations of the false 
apostle. This person had gained a following on the basis of 
discrediting Paul - his character and his ministry. Paul asks them to 
consider his words 'by the meekness and gentleness of Christ'. He 
wishes to explain what is happening through this false person's 
influence. He describes Paul as seeking his own benefit and worldly 
rewards 'as according to the flesh' when he is with them, but when 
absent he brags and boasts of what he had done and what he would do 
regarding them. 

Verses 3,4. 

Paul begins his explanation of how wrong these accusations are. 
Yes, he is flesh and blood, but he doesn't use the worldly (or 
fleshy) ways of war. He certainly does not lie or make up false 
doctrines and licentious rumors against anyone. Paul's weapons are of 
a different kind - from and through God - God's power. This power 
overcomes and pulls down the strongholds of heathenism, its 
philosophies, empty claims of truth and power. 

Verse 5. 

This includes the reasonings of the Greek philosophers, and 
their systems of ethics, based on the Greek Mythology. All of these 
were based on traditions and conjecture, but had no foundation in 
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universal and eternal truth about creation, or about man and his true 
condition. This became so clear when confronted with the truth of God 
and the Creator and sustainer, and the Gospel of Christ. The idols 
had no power. The Gospel 'brought into captivity every thought to the 
obedience of Christ.' The idols of the Greeks are ancient history. 
Their ways ceased to exist - not so with the Gospel. Once the truth 
is known, all falsehood is left behind, curious and useless. 

Verse 6. 

Paul is ready to punish the disobedience of those speaking and 
acting contrary to the Teachings of Christ. And thus those of true 
faith will recognize and follow the true path of obedience. 

Verse 7. 

The danger then and now - to only look on things after the 
outward appearance. If this man thinks of himself as a Christian, 
then he should recognize Paul as Christ's minister, his authority and 
doctrine from God, the proof in the conversions of so many, and also 
the miracles by his hand. This should cause this man to reevaluate 
his words and deeds accordingly. 

Verses 8,9. 

Paul has greater authority and spiritual understanding and power 
which is for their edification, not for their destruction. Jesus is 
ever the example to follow. Paul has not misused his authority in his 
letters. He has not purposed to terrorize them. 

Verse 10. 

His critics describe his letters as boasting and bravado about 
his power and authority, but this is not what is seen in 'his bodily 
presence'. He looks weak, feeble; 'his speech contemptible'. His 
critics had no actual evidence of bad behavior or false speaking, and 
only belittled him as not worth bothering with. His letters they do 
describe as 'weighty and powerful' . 

Verse 11. 

If they think this about his written words, then they will 
witness a like manner in person - both full of authority and of 
power. 

Verse 12. 

Paul refuses to place himself in the same category as those that 
boast and brag about their own greatness. They compare themselves to 
themselves. This is not wisdom but conceit and false pride. They do 
not measure their worth according to God's standards or even the true 
apostles of Christ's as examples of speech and actions of His 
representatives. These false ones neither learn nor improve, basing 
their inflated brilliance on their actual ignorance. 

Verse 13. 

Paul will only boast about what he can measure as what God has 
distributed to him, the progress of his Gospel ministry, even all the 
way to Corinth. The words 'measure' and 'reach' are again taken from 



Lesson IX continued 



143 



athletic races, the length of the course, the finish line. He follows 
God's plan, not his own. 

Verse 14. 

Paul had a desire to go to Rome, but God directed him to Achaia 
and Corinth. This is nothing for him to boast about. This was in 
complete contrast to the false apostle, who was bragging about 
himself as the one who had converted these Greeks, though in truth, 
Paul had but in his absence, the other had come taking the credit, 
and leadership. 

Verse 15. 

Paul's only boast is what God has produced through his ministry, 
and never encroaching upon another person's ministry. As in a race, 
following the course laid out for him by the Holy Spirit. His great 
hope for them is growing into maturity - they can acknowledge the 
truth about his ministry to them. They will spread this word about 
the glorious Gospel to those all around them, thereby enlarging 
abundantly the openness to welcome Paul and the Gospel of Christ. 

Verse 16. 

To rephrase - opening the southern regions from Corinth where no 
other minister of the Gospel has been. Therefore no boasting of 
taking over or building upon 'another man's line of things made ready 
to our hand.' Paul's expressing his ministry this way suggests this 
as God's plan for all the other apostles to be directed to a 
different field of labor. They sowed the seed and planted the 
churches. Other faithful companions would stay to water the seed and 
watch over the increase. 

Verse 17. 

Paul sees no reason for any boasting of a true minister over 
their own successes. The only blessing was through and from God. 
Therefore only He deserves the glory. God provided the Gospel. He 
provides the Holy Spirit and the increase. Let all glory in the Lord! 

Verse 18. 

The Lord will in no way commend such a one that claims his own 
accomplishments, lifting himself up. The measure of the Lord's 
commendation is the power of the Word of the Gospel unto conversion 
of the unbeliever as delivered by the true minister of the faith. 
This would include the gifts and blessings of the Holy Spirit. 

Next - Paul further explains his great concern for their 
remaining pure in the simple truth of the Gospel. 
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II Corinthians 11:1-33. The Concern that the Corinthians stay in 
the simple truth of the Gospel as he preached. 

1 Would to God ye could bear with me a little in my folly: and 
indeed bear with me. 

2 For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have 
espoused you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste 
virgin to Christ. 

3 But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve 
through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the 
simplicity that is in Christ. 

4 For if he that cometh preacheth another Jesus, whom we have not 
preached, or if ye receive another spirit, which ye have not 
received, or another gospel, which ye have not accepted, ye might 
well bear with him. 

5 For I suppose I was not a whit behind the very chiefest 
apostles. 

6 But though I be rude in speech, yet not in knowledge; but we 
have been thoroughly made manifest among you in all things. 

7 Tf Have I committed an offense in abasing myself that ye might be 
exalted, because I have preached to you the gospel of God freely? 

8 I robbed other churches, taking wages of them, to do you 
service . 

9 And when I was present with you, and wanted, I was chargeable to 
no man: for that which was lacking to me the brethren which came from 
Macedonia supplied: and in all things I have kept myself from being 
burdensome unto you, and so will I keep myself. 

10 As the truth of Christ is in me, no man shall stop me of this 
boasting in the regions of Achai'a. 

11 Wherefore? because I love you not? God knoweth. 

12 If But what I do, that I will do, that I may cut off occasion 
from them which desire occasion; that wherein they glory, they may be 
found even as we. 

13 For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming 
themselves into the apostles of Christ. 

14 And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of 
light. 

15 Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be 
transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be 
according to their works. 

Paul's Sufferings as an Apostle 

16 Tf I say again, Let no man think me a fool; if otherwise, yet as 
a fool receive me, that I may boast myself a little. 

17 That which I speak, I speak it not after the Lord, but as it 
were foolishly, in this confidence of boasting. 

18 Seeing that many glory after the flesh, I will glory also. 

19 For ye suffer fools gladly, seeing ye yourselves are wise. 

20 For ye suffer, if a man bring you into bondage, if a man devour 
you, if a man take of you, if a man exalt himself, if a man smite you 
on the face. 

21 I speak as concerning reproach, as though we had been weak. 

U Howbeit, whereinsoever any is bold, (I speak foolishly,) I am bold 
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also . 

22 Are they Hebrews? so am I. Are they Israelites? so am I. Are 
they the seed of Abraham? so am I. 

23 Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak as a fool,) I am more; in 
labors more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more 
frequent, in deaths oft. 

24 Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one. 

25 Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I 
suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep; 

26 in journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, 
in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils 
in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in 
perils among false brethren; 

27 in weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and 
thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness. 

28 Beside those things that are without, that which cometh upon me 
daily, the care of all the churches. 

29 Who is weak, and I am not weak? who is offended, and I burn not? 

30 If If I must needs glory, I will glory of the things which 
concern mine infirmities. 

31 The God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which is blessed 
for evermore, knoweth that I lie not. 

32 In Damascus the governor under Ar'etas the king kept the city of 
the Dam'ascenes with a garrison, desirous to apprehend me: 

33 and through a window in a basket was I let down by the wall, and 
escaped his hands. 

Verse 1. 

Paul asks them to bear with him in his 'folly'. Some, looking on 
the outward expression, could accuse him of bragging. He is trying to 
vindicate his role as a minister to them, even if some consider it 
vanity, and therefore folly. 

Verse 2. 

He expresses jealousy over them in the Lord. He describes it in 
terms of a father caring for his young (virgin daughter) - bringing 
her up righteously in education, purity, and training toward a Godly 
wife. In this role, Paul has joined them in faith to one husband, 
even Jesus Christ. They have been prepared in the simple purity of 
the Gospel and presented to Christ 'as a chaste virgin'. 

Verse 3. 

His fear is that the false apostle has beguiled them in his 
subtle way, even as the serpent had done to Eve. The effect was the 
same in both casees. They were seduced away from their true husband 
and God, their thinking, affection, and allegiance now at the very 
least confused, if not broken altogether. This is described as being 
'corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.' 

Verse 4. 

After Paul was gone form Corinth, this man had shown up. His 
message was more complicated, full of boasting and preaching a 
completely different Jesus. This included another spirit promised 
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with all kinds of greater gifts and benefits than the Holy Spirit. He 
claims big advantages, power, positions, special spiritual knowledge 
to be proud of. The only reason for them to follow this man would be 
if this was the original Gospel they had accepted. This means that 
they have no reason to go along with him. They had accepted the true 
Gospel and received the true Holy Spirit. 

Verse 5. 

Paul reflects upon his ministry compared with the 'very chiefest 
apostles' and counts himself not the least bit behind. 

Verse 6. 

But he describes his speech as 'rude', meaning the common or 
everyday language, that of the uneducated. Paul used no eloquent, 
flowery, or 'high faluting' complicated wording. His teaching does 
include the most profound knowledge of spiritual and eternal matters 
of the grace of God in the Gospel of His Son. This he has openly 
shared with them in all things. 

Verse 7. 

Paul questions if they have been offended by his freely 
preaching the Gospel to them, and at the same time working at his 
craft to supply his necessities, or accepting contributions from 
other churches. Has there been criticism about this? His only motive 
was that they would receive the pure doctrine of the Gospel without 
any distraction or side issue such as his doing it freely, without 
any demands. Do they now complain about it? 

Verse 8. 

Do they describe this as robbing other churches to do them 
service? 

Verse 9. 

Even when he was with them and was in need, he asked no one 
there for help. When the brethren came from Macedonia, they supplied 
his lack. All efforts were to not be a burden to them in any way. He 
continually acted out of his desire to not be accused of preaching 
only for gain. 

Verse 10. 

His speech is the truth as is proper for a true Christian, as 
following the example of Christ. At no point in this region of Achaia 
will he ask for or accept donations for his ministry. The word 
'boasting' is used in the sense of a vow or oath. 

Verse 11. 

Do some put forth that this motive is because he does not love 
them as he should? God knows that he does love them deeply. 

Verse 12. 

Paul is strongly insisting that he will continue his present 
course of action - namely not asking for or accepting anything from 
them. His example should force those others to do likewise - or show 
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their actual motives as only seeking their own gain. 
Verse 13. 

The pretenders, having no calling or mission from Christ, speak 
and act as genuine as they have ability. However, they only do so 
with their own self-interest in mind. They are false, deceitful, 
misguided, and misleading. They mix what little they know of the 
truth with complications and burdens that lead the people to 
contribute to them materially. 

Verse 14. 

They should not be shocked or surprised at this. Is not this the 
manner of the one they really follow? The father of lies himself - 
satan. His best trick is mixing truth with lies. From the beginning 
in the Garden, he professed to be a good advisor, seeking to benefit 
Eve, as an 'angel of light'. He offered wisdom to her, but lead her 
to disobey God. And so is his practice to subvert and mislead in all 
religions, but especially in Christianity - to deceive, to corrupt 
faith and practice. Also, to lead away from the teachings and 
examples of Christ, which should not ever have worldly motives for 
gain or for persecuting others - such as the Inquisition. 

Verse 15. 

This should be obvious - it is no great surprise that his 
followers (or, ministers) acted like ministers of righteousness. 
Their ultimate end will be according to their works. Their 
destination is so obvious that Paul doesn't bother to write it. 

Verse 16. 

Again Paul asks them not to consider his bragging about himself 
as foolish. But even if some do, consider his boasting as foolish, 
yet they should listen to what he has to say about himself, a little. 

Verse 17. 

Normally, it would be considered wrong for a humble Christian to 
brag about themselves. Here Paul describes the necessity to spell out 
the whole truth concerning his background and calling from a more 
worldly point of view, and not from God's. He does this knowing that 
some would call it 'as it were foolishly'. 

Verse 18. 

Seeing that many brag about their worldly accomplishments and 
qualities, Paul will also follow their example. 

Verse 19. 

Speaking ironically describes them as considering themselves so 
wise as to not argue with a fool. They will therefore bear with a 
fool's impertinence and foolish babbling. 

Verse 20. 

He now describes them as allowing others to take advantage of 
them, their substance, and property. Strongly worded as 'bringing 
into bondage' and being 'devoured'. Their meek and mild manner allows 
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these others to lord it over them, exalting themselves. These 
believers would even not react to being slapped in the face. The 
attributes of those who oppress them in great measure describe the 
behavior and attitudes of the Judaizing teacher, insisting on his own 
superiority over these former heathens and that they must follow his 
every direction and rule. He would brag about his lineage from 
Abraham and therefore of higher honor and importance than any of 
them. He would treat all gentiles with no respect, described as a 
slap in the face. 

Verse 21. 

He is thus showing reproach, in effect saying that they have no 
dignity, as uncircumcised and profane. He considers them inferior in 
these things. If this person is so bold in these matters, Paul can 
also be bold (even if he is considered foolish by doing so). Though 
he is not accounting these things as valuable, or giving him 
advantage over others, he is going to set the record straight. 

Verse 22. 

The comparison - Paul is also a Hebrew, an Israelite, a 
descendant of Abraham. 

Verse 23. 

As they claim to be ministers of Christ, they also tried to 
incorporate their Jewish traditions and force the Gentile believers 
to be circumcised and follow Jewish Law. This Paul called bondage. He 
describes his ministry being more than that of the false ministers, 
in every way. He has multiple areas of proof. He has suffered 
persecution from Jews as well as Gentiles. He has continued the work 
of traveling in unreached areas, at great risk while these others 
remain in the safety of their local gathering of believers. He has 
been beaten - scourged as a criminal - on numerous occasions, 'in 
stripes above measure'. He had been imprisoned more than once for his 
faith. No false apostle is recorded as having been put in prison. 'In 
death' means in life- threatening situations (some of which are 
recorded in Acts) . 

Verse 24. 

He counts 5 times having been scourged by the Jews. Thirty-nine 
lashes, described by the resulting marks, as stripes, left on a 
person's back by the leather whip. The law called for 40, but to 
pretend leniency, they did one less. 

Verse 25. 

Three times he had been beaten with rods. This was a Roman 
method, carried out by the civil magistrate's assistants (called 
lictors). One of these is recorded in Acts 16:22 (at Philippi) . Once, 
he was stoned (at Lystra - Acts 14:19). Three times, he was in 
shipwreck, one of which left him a night and day in the sea. He most 
likely clung onto some debris from the ship until he was washed 
ashore. 



Lesson X continued 



149 



Verse 26. 

He traveled often, as he had no home or fixed abode. He was 
exposed to danger when crossing rivers. His own countrymen plotted to 
kill him (Acts 23:12). In Gentile provinces, his life had been 
threatened. He had also been in peril in cities - Jerusalem, Ephesus, 
and Damascus are on record. In passing through uninhabited areas, he 
also faced many dangers, including bandits, wild animals, cold, no 
food or shelter. He was also in peril on ships, along dangerous 
coasts, in storms and other mishaps. He had also experienced the 
dangers from spies (false brethren) who sought his downfall. 

Verse 27. 

And yet he continued in his dedication to his calling in spite 
of all the negative and difficult circumstances. Weariness, pain, 
thirst, going without food for some periods, not in adequate clothing 
for severe conditions. This was in high contrast to his former life, 
and to those he preached to in the affluent towns and cities on his 
various journeys. 

Verse 28. 

To add to all those outward, worldly concerns and conditions 
were his daily concerns about the Churches - their divisions, their 
doctrine, and discipline - to guide, encourage, feed, and nurture 
their growth and maturity in the Lord. Add also the concern of their 
sharing their faith and continuing to spread the Gospel to all those 
around them. 

Verse 29. 

He is deeply aware and concerned about those weak in the faith, 
and for those that are discouraged (offended) he feels for them and 
wishes to spend every effort to restore and make firm their 
commitment to the Church. 

Verse 30. 

If he has to boast, he will brag about what he has suffered for 

God. 

Verse 31. 

Paul appeals to God in a most solemn and earnest praying 
attitude as Father of Jesus, blessed forevermore. God knows that Paul 
is experienced in what he is about to relate to these believers. 

Verse 32. 

The circumstance happened in Damascus. Aretas, governor of that 
city, had a garrison of soldiers. This was most likely the 3 rd king of 
that name, who happened to be father in law of Herod Antipas (see 
Acts 9:23). The governor's name is not mentioned. The man had serious 
intention to apprehend Paul. This action was most likely as a result 
of Paul's enemies making serious accusations against him as a 
troublemaker, rebel, or spy. 

Verse 33. 

His escape from the city was by being let down in a basket, 
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walls were allowed to have small windows high off the ground. Th 
event is reported by Luke in Acts 9:23-25. 

Next - revelations from the Lord, and a thorn in the flesh. 
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II Corinthians 12:1-21. Revelations from the Lord, and a Thorn 
in the Flesh. 

Paul's Thorn in the Flesh 

1 It is not expedient for me doubtless to glory. I will come to 
visions and revelations of the Lord. 

2 I knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago, (whether in the 
body, I cannot tell; or whether out of the body, I cannot tell: God 
knoweth;) such a one caught up to the third heaven. 

3 And I knew such a man, (whether in the body, or out of the body, 
I cannot tell: God knoweth;) 

4 how that he was caught up into paradise, and heard unspeakable 
words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter. 

5 Of such a one will I glory: yet of myself I will not glory, but 
in mine infirmities. 

6 For though I would desire to glory, I shall not be a fool; for I 
will say the truth: but now I forbear, lest any man should think of 
me above that which he seeth me to be, or that he heareth of me. 

7 And lest I should be exalted above measure through the abundance 
of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the 
messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be exalted above 
measure . 

8 For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart 
from me. 

9 And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my 
strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I 
rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest 
upon me. 

10 Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in 
necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ's sake: for 
when I am weak, then am I strong. 

11 If I am become a fool in glorying; ye have compelled me: for I 
ought to have been commended of you: for in nothing am I behind the 
very chief est apostles, though I be nothing. 

12 Truly the signs of an apostle were wrought among you in all 
patience, in signs, and wonders, and mighty deeds. 

13 For what is it wherein ye were inferior to other churches, 
except it be that I myself was not burdensome to you? forgive me this 
wrong . 

Paul Plans a Third Visit 

14 If Behold, the third time I am ready to come to you; and I will 
not be burdensome to you: for I seek not yours, but you: for the 
children ought not to lay up for the parents, but the parents for the 
children . 

15 And I will very gladly spend and be spent for you; though the 
more abundantly I love you, the less I be loved. 

16 But be it so, I did not burden you: nevertheless, being crafty, 
I caught you with guile. 

17 Did I make a gain of you by any of them whom I sent unto you? 

18 I desired Titus, and with him I sent a brother. Did Titus make a 
gain of you? walked we not in the same spirit? walked we not in the 
same steps? 
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19 If Again, think ye that we excuse ourselves unto you? we speak 
before God in Christ: but we do all things, dearly beloved, for your 
edifying . 

20 For I fear, lest, when I come, I shall not find you such as I 
would, and that I shall be found unto you such as ye would not: lest 
there be debates, envyings, wraths, strifes, backbitings, 
whisperings, swellings, tumults: 

21 and lest, when I come again, my God will humble me among you, 
and that I shall bewail many which have sinned already, and have not 
repented of the uncleanness and fornication and lasciviousness which 
they have committed. 

Verses 1,2. 

Paul continues, having found it necessary for him to explain all 
things relating to himself, the circumstances of his missionary 
journeys, and experiences, for the honor of the Gospel, his only 
motive and purpose. This was necessary because of those detractors 
and false apostles in Corinth that in order to push themselves 
forward, they had to discredit and malign him. This was not his 
choice to 'glory', as not part of the humility and simplicity of the 
Gospel. 

He now proceeds to spiritual things - namely visions and 
revelations of the Lord. Visions describe pictures brought to the 
mind's eye - symbols of spiritual and celestial things used to 
illustrate spiritual things. 

Revelations would be information not previously known by people, 
which only God would know and could make known. 

Paul recounts an event that took place 14 years previously. It 
at present being about 57 A.D., this would put the experience in 42 
or 43, about the time that Barnabas and Paul went from Antioch sent 
by the church to take an offering to the poor Christians at 
Jerusalem. This is recorded in Acts 11:25,26. It may have been on 
this journey or while in Jerusalem that this happened. His 
description questions whether he was in an ecstatic trance and given 
the vision, or his spirit carried to heaven for the revelation, he 
cannot tell. Only God knows. 

Scripture mentions three heavens. The first is the atmosphere, 
the firmament immediately around the earth. The second is the starry 
heaven, or expanse of the sun, moon, planets, and stars. The third is 
the place of the blessed, the throne of the 'Divine glory, the heaven 
of heavens. The significance is the nearest closeness with God, 
intimate communication, reminiscent of Moses on the mountain with 
God. 

Verses 3,4. 

In trying to communicate this experience in understandable 
words, Paul can only repeat what he has already written - only God 
knows the exact detail and nature of the experience. Traditionally 
the word paradise referred to the place of dwelling of the blessed 
spirits of believers. It is not clearly depicted as to its closeness 
to the throne of God. 

What was revealed to him by experience or by verbal 
communication was of such a nature as not be shared or put in 
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earthly language. It may be also given to him uniquely to confirm his 
faith and his Divine mission, and so personal as for his benefit 
alone. At the same time, this gave him the strength and certainty of 
his calling and his message, speaking of Divine Truth as a fact, not 
interpretation or conjecture as some did. 

The Jews had a tradition of not speaking the Divine Name, but 
rather saying 'Adonai' or the Lord. His name should always and only 
be spoken with the proper reverence and respect. Not as is so common 
among so many. 

Verse 5. 

In a most modest fashion describes this as of another person's 
experience, but it would be impossible to describe such intimate 
details, but only as himself. This was an exalting experience as he 
would boast of, but he did not seek his own glory in it. He would 
only choose to boast of his weaknesses to show forth God's mercy, 
power, and guidance. 

Verse 6. 

For 14 years, he has chosen not to boast about this favor from 
God. He has remained silent for a reason, though it is no puffed up 
imagining but the absolute truth. He n ow chooses to say no more on 
the subject, lest anyone would 'think of me above that which he seeth 
me to be, or that he heareth of me.' Only a wise person knows when to 
speak, when enough is spoken, and when to be silent. 

Verse 7. 

One danger was his being exalted by his friends or by himself 
'through the abundance of the revelations'. He wishes his friends to 
continue in the closest relationship on equal footing as already 
expressed . 

Now he describes a physical condition, 'a thorn in the flesh', a 
negative influence, satan the source. The purpose was to continually 
aggravate him, in this outward and fleshly manner would keep him 
grounded, and thus kept on the same level as all others, therefore no 
exalting 'above measure'. 

Some have suggested that he is alluding to the false apostle at 
Corinth as the thorn, the messenger of satan to spread lies, thus 
severely aggravating Paul. Others consider this thorn to be an 
infirmity of the flesh, outwardly visible and unattractive, therefore 
preventing him from being 'puffed up' or big headed or exalted by 
others. 

Verse 8. 

Three times he prayed to the Lord that this thorn be removed 
from him. This reflects the three times Jesus prayed to the Father 
that the cup of his suffering might depart from Him. The third was 
answered and accepted as God's will. (Matthew 26:39-41.) 

Verse 9. 

The answer to Paul - God's grace is enough, sufficient for him. 
He will not allow Paul to be incapacitated, his enemies will not 
prevail over him, God's power will be more clearly and profoundly 
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observed in Paul's weakness. Paul's successes will be praised as 
God's working through him. God is in charge of the increase. 

Paul is happy with this situation, and he will not hide his 
infirmities nor hide behind them. But he will acknowledge the power 
of Christ working in him and through him. To 'rest up him' suggests a 
shelter, protection, safety and rest in prayer and dependence on 
Christ's presence. 

Verse 10. 

Therefore, he takes pleasure in any negative situation for 
Christ's sake, because it is then that God supplies his needs with 
power from on high, filling him with peace and joy. In his weakness, 
God provides him strength. 

Verse 11. 

The wise or humble person is not known for boasting and 
bragging. It is the way of a fool. Paul has been forced into this 
behavior because of all the detractors causing division and uproar. 
Paul should have been commended by the believers who had so benefited 
from his ministry. His calling and instruction in the Lord was equal 
to the 'chief est apostles'. He is not bragging about his own 
accomplishments, but what the Lord has done for him and through him. 
On his own, he is no one special, 'I be nothing.' His critics 
discount what Paul did and who he is, they describe him as good for 
nothing. To value Paul thus denies God's mighty works among them 
through him. 

Verse 12. 

These he here recounts - the signs of an apostle, wonders, 
mighty deeds, and all patience to gently nurture them in their 
newfound faith in Christ. 

Verse 13. 

The only way they were inferior to other Churches was that he 
neither asked for or expected them to give him support while he was 
with them. That this makes them feel inferior to other Churches that 
did give him material support. It was his choice, but if it causes 
them any harm, he asks for their forgiveness for 'this wrong'. It 
must be considered a privilege of every Christian in every local 
Church to contribute their part to support the Gospel ministry. 

Verse 14. 

This is the third time Paul has resolved to come to them. The 
first and second time did not work out. Mentioned in I Corinthians 
16:5; II Corinthians 1:15,16.) This present plan looked like it had a 
better possibility of being carried out. His motive is not to be a 
burden to them. He has no desire for their property, but only their 
benefit in the Lord. His love and concern was to be with them, 
bringing them what he could share with them, even as a parent (as in 
the Lord) would continue to provide good things for their children. 
Never the other way around. They, as his spiritual children, would 
never be expected or asked to make provision for their parent. 
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Verse 15. 

He is happily prepared to 'spend and be spent' for them. He will 
give them of his goods and of his time and affection without measure. 
He chooses this, while recognizing that all of his efforts may not be 
accepted and be returned by them. This brings to mind the prodigal 
son or the lost sheep. 

Verse 16. 

So be it. He did not burden them. But apparently Paul's 
detractors have described his method and purpose was to beguile them 
with his craftiness. He taught them for his own benefit and not 
theirs. 

Verse 17. 

Where's the proof or any evidence? Even those he sent to them 
never required or suggested that they give to them to bring back to 
him anything at all. 

Verse 18. 

He had only sent Titus and a brother to them. He asked for 
nothing, either for himself or Paul. He behaved in the same way as 
Paul had, in the same spiritual attitude and demeanor. 

Verse 19. 

Again, he is not making an apology or excuse. Everything he says 
is known unto God in Christ as the truth. He had and has no ulterior 
motive, only their edifying, to teach and bring them benefit as they 
mature in their faith, knowledge, and behavior as new Christians. 

Verse 20. 

Here he expresses his fear of coming to them when they were 
divided as described in the following words - debates, envy, anger, 
fighting, backbiting, rumors, boasting, and upset tussling. He does 
not want to play the role that they would like or appreciate him for. 
Namely, as the authority figure that must straighten them out, get 
them back on the narrow and Christian path. He chooses to play the 
role of loving father when he is among them. That was the purpose of 
his first epistle. Titus was sent, and reported back to Paul that 
they repented and put away these destructive and negative things. 

Verse 21. 

Paul expresses his fear that when he does come to them, he will 
be humbled or affected with sadness by God, by what he will be faced 
with among them. He is talking about those who had 'sinned already, 
and have not repented'. These persons, hopefully a minority, were not 
disciplined and continued in uncleanness, fornication and 
lasciviousness . These should not be tolerated in a Christian Church. 

Next, chapter 13. Paul's third plan to visit them, which will 
include disciplining those openly sinning, and call all to examine 
themselves and focus on unity and purity. 
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I Corinthians 13:1-14. Paul's third plan to visit them, and what 
he hopes to find when he arrives. 

1 This is the third time I am coming to you. In the mouth of two 
or three witnesses shall every word be established. 

2 I told you before, and foretell you, as if I were present, the 
second time; and being absent now I write to them which heretofore 
have sinned, and to all other, that, if I come again, I will not 
spare: 

3 since ye seek a proof of Christ speaking in me, which to you- 
ward is not weak, but is mighty in you. 

4 For though he was crucified through weakness, yet he liveth by 
the power of God. For we also are weak in him, but we shall live with 
him by the power of God toward you. 

5 |f Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own 
selves. Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, 
except ye be reprobates? 

6 But I trust that ye shall know that we are not reprobates. 

7 Now I pray to God that ye do no evil; not that we should appear 
approved, but that ye should do that which is honest, though we be as 
reprobates. 

8 For we can do nothing against the truth, but for the truth. 

9 For we are glad, when we are weak, and ye are strong: and this 
also we wish, even your perfection. 

10 Therefore I write these things being absent, lest being present 
I should use sharpness, according to the power which the Lord hath 
given me to edification, and not to destruction. 

Final Greetings 

11 If Finally, brethren, farewell. Be perfect, be of good comfort, 
be of one mind, live in peace; and the God of love and peace shall be 
with you. 

12 Greet one another with a holy kiss. 

13 All the saints salute you. 

14 If The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and 
the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all. Amen. 

Verse 1. 

Paul's first visit to Corinth was in 52 A.D., for 18 months, as 
recorded by Luke in Acts 18:1. Some scholars take I Corinthians 16:7 
as mentioning a second visit in 55 A.D. for a short time, which was 
not recorded in Acts. Others consider his second visit to be his 
first Epistle. The third visit is then considered this second 
Epistle. According to Deuteronomy 19:15, two or three witnesses are 
required to establish the truth. Paul quotes this as the manner he is 
establishing the truth of his authority and ministry in the Gospel. 
Also mentioned are companions of Paul (Spephanas, Fortunatus, and 
Achaicus) who were Paul's witnesses of his ministry and Epistles. The 
point is that his ministry is consistent and observed by those 
believers at Corinth when he was there and established that church. 
His first letter, and his companions who delivered it, continued his 
witness to them of the truth of his ministry, so as to awaken them to 
the false and destructive disputes and sinful actions that were not 
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being dealt with. 
Verse 2. 

He now directs his words, what he had told them before, and now 
writes again, to those 'which heretofore have sinned, and to all 
other.' His coming will bring punishment - he will not spare. He had 
mentioned in I Corinthians 4:21 - 'Shall I come with a rod...' God's 
children must learn to behave in a 'loving manner according to the 
example of their Savior.' Worldly values and sinful desires must be 
put aside, to build a community of people, unified to bring glory to 
God. 

Verse 3. 

Anyone seeking proof of the Gospel of Christ which he preached 
to them must recognize the power of that word that converted them. It 
is not weak, 'but is mighty.' 

Verse 4. 

In describing the crucifixion of Christ, it might appear as 
weakness, yet it was His clear choice because of His purpose to save 
(Matthew 26:53). Yet He is alive by the power of God. Believers now 
may appear weak also, but they are also with Him in having the power 
of God in preaching and attending miracles that change lives. 

Verse 5. 

'Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith'. Look deeply 
into your heart and see effects of the true faith, in the Spirit of 
Christ residing in you! You would not evaluate this incorrectly, just 
as you would not take counterfeit money for the real thing. The words 
here come from the purification of metals (silver and gold) where one 
discerns whether the coin they see is pure or is adulterated and 
impure. Paul is suggesting that they must discern false doctrine and 
recognize it as 'reprobate'. If they cannot, then he says this means 
they are reprobates. 

Verse 6. 

Paul emphasizes that God has proven the true value in Paul and 
his ministry as pure, therefore not reprobate. 

Verse 7. 

Paul's earnest prayer is that they will do 'no evil', because 
that would leave him no choice but to seriously discipline them. This 
action would be observed as approved of God. Paul sincerely prefers 
that they 'do that which is honest', even though that may be observed 
as making Paul and his companions 'as reprobates' or seem not 
approved of God. 

Verse 8. 

To put it another way - the only motive and goal is to speak and 
act according to the truth that is embodied in the Gospel of Christ, 
Paul 'can do nothing against the truth', only 'for the truth'. 
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Verse 9. 

His greatest desire for them is their growth and maturity in 
their faith and Christian virtues, even their perfection in the gifts 
and graces of the Holy Spirit. He desires this for them, even if that 
situation would make him appear weak or deficient. He would be glad. 
The word 'perfection' means an action that puts together that which 
was dislocated or out of order. This suggests not only within an 
individual, but also to the change within a Church of putting 
everything in order, in fellowship, equality, and unity. This would 
include putting aside anything that would cause dissension, 
distraction, or disruption. 

Verse 10. 

This is his only motive in this message written to them. When he 
comes to them he wishes to find them thus reformed, so that he may 
continue his teaching and building them up. This is preferable to 
forcing them to be 'sharp' or cutting off in having to inflict 
punishment according to the power he has from the Lord. He wants to 
build them up (edification), not tear them down (destruction). 

Verse 11. 

Now at the end, he addresses them as brethren and farewell, 
expressing his desire that they move forward and prosper. Again, to 
be perfect describes harmony and unity. Paul's advice and desire is 
for their being comfortable in the Lord, abiding in and by the truth 
of the Gospel. To be of one mind eliminates dissension and disruption 
- to agree together. To live in peace is a continuing lifestyle to be 
pursued. Be aware of and avoid things that tend to insult or 
irritate. For the love of God and peace to live with them 
individually and as a Church, all negative things must be pushed 
aside. Otherwise, there is danger to both peace and love, and God 
will not be in it . 

Verse 12. 

Let the spirit of love, acceptance, and friendship be expressed 
in the greeting of a 'holy kiss'. 

Verse 13. 

From Paul and all the Christians where he is, he sends their 
recognition and greeting of 'best wishes'. The words 'saint' and 
'Christian' were used interchangeably in the early Church. All 
Christians were called to be holy. Saints are those who are on the 
path of glorifying God, and becoming more like His Son, our Savior. 

Verse 14. 

Paul closes with his desire and prayer for them, which includes 
the great blessings of faith to be with them. 'The grace of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Ghost, be with you all.' Amen signifies the end of this epistle. 

The ending inscription identifies the letter as the second one 
sent to the Corinthians, written from Philippi in Macedonia by Titus 
and Mark. This inscription is not found in most of the ancient 
manuscripts, though parts are found in some. 
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